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. LAWS of MARYLAUND.
The aforefaid articles of confederation- were finally ratified on the firft day.of March, r78r ; the fhate

of Maryland having, by their members in congrefs, on that day acceded thereto, and completed the
fame, ' AT ; ‘ - \ ~. e

C H A P .XLL. * .

‘1 An ACT to compel the payment of the taxes in Somerfet county.
~ CH AP’ XL

An ACT for the building a goal for the fafe keeping of the difaﬁ'e_&e“:l and prifdQ

. been built,

ners of war. | -
~ Tn Montgomery county; near the court-haufe, convenient to a good fpring.. N.B. It has never

'C H A P. -XLIIL L
An ACT to procure recruits, ' |

- Viz. to procure §,000 meri, to ferve three year‘s‘u‘nlefs fooner difcharged. The property m the flate

is to be divided into clafles of £. 16,000, each of which is, within twenty days, to furnifh one recruit,
who may be either a freeman or a flave. - In each clafs failing to procure a” recruit, there is to be a
draught five days after the expiration of the 20 days, and the perfon drawn is to be confidered, to all in-
tents an enlifted foldier, until the 10th of December, 1781, entitled however to be difcharged, if within

f .

twenty days-he find a fubflitute.

S C H AP XLIV.
A Supplement to the a& to procure recruits.

The executive are empowered, at difcretion, to fufpend, until the next fefion, the draught genemﬂy,

" ot in fuch counties only as have exerted themfelves in procuring recruits.

Perfons re-.

- cnlifting enti-
tled to acerti-
ficate, &c.

- pofed by the faid a&, but alfo to a certificate for the depreciation of the pay w

Preamble,

IIT. MBeit enafted, That in cafe any perfon, fufficient and proper-to ‘be pafled
as a recruit, who hath already ferved one year or more in the continental army,
and hath been difcharged, -and fhall enter as a recruit according to -the aét of the

refent feffion to procure recruits, fhall not only be entitled to all the benefits ﬂro-
ich -
became due to him while he was in fervice, between the firft of January feventeen
hundred and feventy-feven and the laft day of July laft, as if he was in the quo-
ta of this ftate of the continental army at the time of paffing the a& of the prefent
feffion to fettle and adjuft the accounts of the troops of this ftate-in the fervice of
the United States, and for other purpofes, ~ L

= C H A P. XLV. - o
An ACT to feize, confifcate and appropriate, all Britith property
| - ~ within this ftatel. - g
HEREAS Great-Britain commenced an unjuft war againft the United

States, and becaufe of -their defending themfelves again{t her unpro- .
voked and unjuftifiable violence, declared the people of thefe ftates

- rcbels, and out of the proteGion of her government; and now profecutes the

‘war againft them on pretence of their being revolted .colonies and in rebellion, and

hath confifcated the property of .fome Of the citizens “of thefe ftaées ; the Britith
army and navy, and other armed veflels, acting under the authority of the Britith
king, have feized in this and other. of the United States the negroes and other
property of the citizens.of thefe ftates, and the property ‘fo*feized have carried off
and difpofed of at their will and pleafure; the faid army and navy, and other
armed veflels, have commnritted variousoutrages on thé perfons,  and devaftations
on the property, of thie people of thefe United States, ontrary ta the pracice of
civilized nations, and the prefent ufage of war, in burning houfes and towns,
without any neceflity; qut of mere wantonnefs and cruelty ; unfortunate Ameri-
can prifoners, by cruel ufage and thréats, have been compelled to enlift in the
army of their enemics, and fight againft their country ; and many of the citizens

of thefe ftates, taken captive, have been forced on board fhips of war, and com-

pelled, under an a& of the parliament of Great-Britain, and the cruel execution
of it by the officers of the king of Great-Britain, to fight againft their country, -
their friends and relations ; And whereas the fubjecs of Great-Britain poflefs
~ . .o . e 1 "o '

confiderable landed and other property in this ftate, which the legiflature, from a
difinclination to diftréfs individuals, hath fuffered to.remain in the hands and
management of their agents, hoping that a condu& fo moderate would induce the
encmy to refpect the rights of humanity, emulate the example, and alleviate the

| calamities



