the’ genxleman ‘would pr

* .Mr.Heps.; I:think the term-** epecial me.t-
‘ter'!.brings it down t6 4 more'narrow- com-.
" pass’than the word.‘* sectfon?’ or’:¥ clause,”!

“for & section’:or clanee

- epeciel matters, il :
..+ Mr. CLABKE." I move.t ) e.mend theemend-
" ment by etnking out the words *‘ gpecinl mat<'

y‘embmee eeveral

4y
R H iy, 0‘]

o ter"],and inserting «4¢.distinct.proposition. '*

~ 4 Mr; HeBB, - leupposei will-alwdys be for.
the Chair to-decide what is the epecial gmmer‘
to ‘which the amendments|relate, =7
" +The: PaxdipExr.~ : It:will -be for: ‘the Pr j-
dent to decide when the g eehon comee prop-
erl before him, - “ir. v %uaiiw
ﬁr. ‘SoprT: moved : to'recommit the ‘rn'le

vvvvvvv

' Bulesu but.ut-the: reques of eeverel members,
he vmhdrew tbe mot:on. vl el

render the' rule more»
- The term - matter 'l I:th
grent many. proposltions.
. to.idsert ¢ distinct : prop
“epecial matter.’”: .
}The question: being» then: taken npon the’
‘amendment to . the ame dment, xt was ‘not,
agreed t0.~" :‘;3&:" R RIS I3 'Q e BELETE S
" {'The question ‘was ‘thed stnted to be'npon'
' the amendment of Br.:BEBB.. " '
" :Thereading of: the am ndment’was calledi
for, and it was rend as follows s> 4+
4 Strike out Rule.54, .80 ineert the: follow-
ln a8 Rulé 64z oi0 =
:‘“ The ptevious: qneeuo ebell L}e alwaye ii’
order,ih ‘Conventivn, ‘and: shall>be :in: this
~form :. *8hall: the main:
pnt?’ :
- iianded by o majority. of the members present;’
- and ity effect shull be-to ut an end:to-all de<'
" bate; and:to bring’the Convention .to a direct:
votes upon-pending amendments; and-the spes:
- ¢ial matter to.which ‘they relate..’ Onia:mo-:
" tion‘for:the previous’ question, ‘and? prior: to
“the: eeconding oft the sam L1 cal}:of 'the Con-

rtain and’ expliclt‘."
ink may embrace a-
2.1 therefore move
’ition“ in plnee of

“eor

ES ST

- vention shall be-in +order, but.afler a‘mas

jority :atiall have:second
. call:shall:be in.order pri ritoa’vote: upon the|
" maib question’; and on'the previous' qnesﬁoni
there shall be no debate)?{ 1. w ¥ 5
| The question being tnkpn- npon'the amend-‘
ment, it .was miopt.ed. apr
-LThePresipENT! Are(there'nny f rther‘-
e.mendmentn to be’ oﬂ'e to'this rule?
© 7 lrM#i- Brscor’ .+As [-understand’‘the: opere.-
- ‘tion of the rule which:b Jjust been: adopted;:
it cuts off ‘all amendmén}s'-upon :the- ‘second.
' reading. “Any: member ypon this ficor, when!
article-of :the:Constijution is under‘conx.
e eration;.can' call: the! previous' question;

‘suchmotion, no’

| - apd it the ¢all: I8 gustdine ‘that wilkcd ‘offall|

- debatd:and: ‘bring«the Housde:'to a'vote upon'|
therwhole snbject: matter.: Now thiat'seems.
" to'me to:be* entirely 1.!& osed to’ all the.pre~
ceéents eetnbl*ehed by Legistatnre of thie

1

v l
\

t

\qnesunn be ‘now:,
‘It “shall only'be dmitted: when de<]

-i| before'us for consideration:™

llfh .

St.ete. I know the: previona qnestion ban

"::t| never: applied” in’ this wayin the: House: of:

Delegates; becauge while considering a subject -
‘upon itspecond reading the deliberative body -
80 coneidenng it.s engaged in.perfecting. the-
subjeét:under consideration, and fairand am<-
*| ple opportunity:is always given in-a delibefa~:
tive body for such ¢onsideraion::
rule here:now stands it provides.for:the opes:
ration:of "a: clear,:: unqualiﬂed -and:.despotic’
gag rule} 'to be applied by the votes of a mete -
majority::,I understand it hpe been -indicas -

+] ted by . gentlemen upon ‘the other side- that.

such’airule ‘as this i8 in‘operation'rin- the!
House -of Representatives.: -
advised ‘upon: that:subject. - But I:know'it .
does -not’ apply :in-the ‘Senate of -the 'United
States, for' thery the praviqus question-cannot:
be'moved upon ' either, the’second: or- ‘third +

~| reading, © Nor. is-such:a rule  known in the: -

| Senate- of-:Maryland, -and it never- hus:been -
known in any- dehbemlive body in this'State
beforé.: *Butiif the’ object of this:Convention
‘now..be:to apply,-for:the first time in this -
State,: this rule to the! deliberatfons of this.
Oonvention, it secms’to ‘me that we have not:
properly considered the effect of its-adoption.:
For:what are we assembled: here 7 -We'are
nssembled here to performa grave-and:im-:
‘portant work; one which might:well demand -

+| the highest: eletesmanelup of the- greaeest in."

tellects .of:the-land, ::Aud -if-upon‘the jm- '
ulse»of the. nioment—-and ‘gentlemen” who
aveé hiad experience in: bodies like this'know"

‘| whatslight-circumstances sometimes control -

their ‘action—if uponithe: mere ‘whim'of 8"
bare majority of this: ‘body; all" débate: and
discussion' may:be cut off dnd no‘opportunity
allowed  for.any deliberation upon-the: pro-"
positions that may. be hefore us, what guar-: :
antee have the minority.of tliisbody that our"
right will be fespected 7-.. The'previous- qnee-'
tion; was “originally dksigned to.cut:off wos"
necessary ‘discussion;; ‘not motiohis to amend-
imperfect : prapoertid’ns under consideration. - -
1 am satisfied there is'no committee; to which:
bas been referred:any article’of: the Constitu-"
tiou, whoare infallible;2nd I-know this Con- .
‘yention-ig-not likely itdelf to- be'infullible in-
its.conclusions:: - Yet ‘we: have brought otrs~

~1 'selves deliberately ‘and " conclusively ' to this -

point,’that:we put it into-thé power.of "a na=:

{Jority,at: By timeto ‘¢t off gl motions: |

to«amend :any: proposrtron 'We < Inay.” ‘have::
Igafrit'is the®
firit‘time: that any’ delibérative body in.this -
Stats has ever’ brought itself into this'condi-:,
tion:* :1-do:not:ieay it complainingly, for'l -
am' ‘willingito" takethe’ conseqences -of it
Bat it séems to me'that'we are establishing-a*
precedent, and ' I"think: we-ought: to fct’ can-"
tioug)y*-and; delibemtely*m >doing> 80’y ‘and -
rdthér: thanty we should undértake’ to dolity
nOWy P Iwill-rerpw the- ‘motioh of: thie genties-
man from “Cécil, - (Mr. Scott.). to’recommit de

nles; . “‘

thxe rnle to the Gommittee’ on’

‘But a8 the: .

~l'am not ‘clearly: -



