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- 441t ) shall -be :the-duly. of; the Legislature, '
.. 7 at ita first sessiog - immediately succeeding the,
"~ returng:-of every' census of!the United States:
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" time:bad arrived, when they wers in eésslon,
.- - atwhich; underthe 11th article of::the pre-
-, .went Coustitution,:ithey" werg *authorized -to

a8 ‘a/law for’taking the sense of jthe:people.
n:.regard 10, calling: & :Qonyention..: That|

djourned the:.returns; of 'that census:

“had'not been-made to the proper : authoritles
.. in:Wabhington." [That: T;understand
© - matter.ef fact. ;;It-was 'the firat ‘Legislatire,
« -~ that et immediately succeeding the returns.
- .. of the|census, that was suthorized| to pass.a
- law.for taking: tho.sense of ‘the people, in re-

ItObﬂ 0

jere_ not:made during the'session of

L :ls’ﬁodl:g;galliugfazOonv'en'tion,';ulﬁ those- re-

e  the former. Legislature—but were made, as I

‘} - ==t4t0 pass & law,. for: ascer
* next ‘general election of dele

. -1 suppose.:thpy must, have" been;  before - the
- tneetid' g;v~,ot‘::i¥th'q. : lqst"~'{.egislntu;'e,—thén “the
" :last Legislature was the one WEse duty it was

ining, . at tle

teg} the sense

e ' of theipeople of Marylaund in-regard ‘to-call-:

-+ iog a Oonvention for raltering  the. Cohstitu-!
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. *Now, sir,;that was-the .plain.-le
_~ Qonstitution as fenmed by -the learned geatle
-~ men.who assembled, hera in'1861, And wheth-,
- . erit was the.duty, of:the: one ‘Legislature - or:
- theiother, . whether. thei:former: Legislature
- dischqrged:ita duty or-pol,: still;the'.express:
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ter of the

S language of: the Constitation.,is, that:when-.

- ever;the Legislature did pass 8 law for taking:
- 'the.sénse of .the ‘people, it. should : be’, taken
;. at:the.next general election :of ‘delegntes;’’.
- - and;idnderthe Qonstitution; it could be tuken
: at'noother time.;+ But. the-last Legislature,:

3 “~just as the ‘Legislature that: called : the: Con-
- vention’of :1850; disregarded the.mode pre-

-+ geribed;by;the Costitution, and. the Legisla-

" turs directed: that ‘the sense; of ;the. people.

.| should be taken.upon the:6th of. April “last,’

.+ and tbat the people should at 'the' same time.

... ‘vote-for: delegatea, to; this: Convention. I
... .suppose they.had.the pawer.of providing for.

" the :e&ectiou?;bf : delégates . ther, . becaunse -the

“ " takingtheir
.- aense of:the: peopleito; be §fen
v 'i‘Bht‘%it_ waa not precisely.the mode authorized.

-their seats was.cond@ifonal, upon - the:

en ascertained.

by the present Constitution.; -Btil);. they, had

i * agmuch power to do | that, a3 tolcull_.u,con¢'
- . vention.at.@ll; > The 11tk B, PrY
'+ -+ in‘additon to.what I havealready xeadd =« ..

1th- articl

s} and in case the majdTity of voles'cast at
id election:shall be’in" favor . of icallinga

e Coavention, the-Legislature shalliprovide for.
. assembliog such ::Oo,q;e'nupn and ; electing
deleﬂi_tesj:the;etqi att

e..earliest convenient
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-~ Kvidently this 11th articlé of the Constitu:,

% tion intended"that, after the. ten. yedrs' had

' _clapsed;’; and-the;census * returns- had : been.
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made, the Legislature assémbling . nextiafler:. < -~ °
"the ‘making: of ;._'thos;a;.cengngj;r:gtuyns,rth\nidi; T
pass a‘law, to ascertain. the sense:of. the peos-© -~
ple ;. :that that sense of the people should be - ..
taken at:the next.:general ~election. of ‘dele-.: . - = =
;|| gates ;. and - that .the : Legislatare ‘elected at ' - -

. provides,’

that next.genernl.election should - pass:a law;

for ‘calling - that: Cohvention..» And .all this:;" =~ -
was intended . for. the purpose of: pro¥iding o ¢ . °
| made of altering.and amending.the Constitus: .~~~
lio_ni‘;whlch’shqu!d;be"not'sudden;unot.msb,". LT

not {otolerant, ‘but.with time for: full -delib- - .~

eration and consideration.among:the. Jyeopld, T

ofter thelaw was passed ;. for:it would: have .
taken two years.to have assembled a Conven-,” . =
tion under the pravisions of that article. vIv, -~ -
intended thut the vote'rhould” be. taken; not” - -
‘at aspeciul relection, but .at s general -elec.. ...
tion,.at the  usnal time for-electing delegutes: *.- . °
to;the Legislature, and then,:if: the majority -

of the people was found. to be:in.favor of 8-
Convention, the General Assembly then elects.

‘Convention, /%

- Now tha resnlt

ed should provide for .the assembling ‘of. the - S

for, the State.of; Maryland in:violation of: the g
prescr‘bed ‘mode:of :the Coastitution under.

which'the Legisiature was held which passed’ - i_f "

the law.calling the.Cdnvention together;'and

I'do think.-that this : Conventfon I8 strictly.; -
-and-technically: just:as-reyolutionary 'as the " - .
'Convention:of 1850;.in’ which;my friend from’, -

Rent :(Mr:. Ohambers). and.;my,  colleagu

My, Deanis) served as delégates; . Siill there™ -~
id o healing balm for:all irregularities-in: the. : -~ -
fact that our work here s, I trust, to bepub-- =
lished after it shall bnve been completed,:and’ '~
is,to go before the :people; .and the opportus: ' - "
‘nity, afforded jthem:to understand and scruti=,- ~

nizo.the alteratipns.and’, amendments .In ' the:: . -

‘organic-lnw of the.Stute whith'we may pros
pose; and they can quietly.at the:polis pass

in:approval-.upon the -Conatjtation "under .. - .
‘which-. they. are to:live until another revolu~, . - -~
‘tion:of this kind-takes place. ;:Haow. frequent . .. ~
those revolutions will-be-in Maryland-l.can-. '

not undertake to say..; i =

" But 1 doeay that [ think {t is ‘s bad cos-

tom ; one in'-violution of. the:Americap sys-i - =
tem; one for.which I.do.not, think there hsa -
‘béen nny, imperativd necessity..,  And I'think
that whatever may:have:been, the.practice jn. .- . -
.the past, we ought to see that:in the futurs. - -
the. mode-of .amendment .and: alteration.we, "~ -
‘may agree:upan here,iand which-the. people,; . -~
when they;shall piss upon,this,Constitution,; . .~ -
shall “adopt as their will:upon :the subject,. - -
shall ‘be ;regarded.and not yiolated by-the . = -
‘Government: organizéd under.the.new Con- .. -
stitution;,and: that the, right ,of :the pedple " -
SE ‘to alter, and smend; their form of Government """ .
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is:thiss..We ‘have had, in- - =
.cluding-the present, ‘two.Consthiutional Cons - *-

“ventions in:the Stute of Maryland;that:were” . . °

uacoopstitutionnl. -1 That. j8~ 8" paradoxical;

- | statement, 1 admit, . But.we have twg Cons:
ventions called to ffame-a new- Constitution. - -



