f, j argued 'in-tholast .

; '. the 44th article in that bill of : righits,
IS 13 i‘eyor ‘of -this first article as it now, etands,

_ "_' ‘ veatl
o ment are advocating and sustain

_ - . my colléague from Somerset: (Mr, Jones)
' “Now what ig:this. first: arhcle{l

>
EEY

right of therpeopie oE Mary!and. i Therei'ore'

- 1 an{in favor of this: gtiele a8 it stands;and |
 .agaiost the proposed

limiumou or: restrictipn of ithat'right. .. This

E ;"‘» article of the bill of :rjghts'as it now etnnds,

-wag very:fully discussed and very.elaborately
onventioh.: ‘And upon:
that hrgnment jtowas ‘adopted and inserted in:

" the world that Oonveqtion afterwards insertéd’

~the-Constitution: And T canno{see how.in

T am'

andfoi' manking the 44th; article conform to'it.:

“Mr. Bewns, - 1:have but'n fow: words. to'
eay, fnd shall: endeavor ‘o confine. myselt to
the-merits: of: thre.subject: before [the Conven-:
hon.{‘ ‘Trunderstand the amendment proposed’
by my-colleague (Mr{ Jones) -in -effdct to be:
-~ that the.form of : goveEnment we may here de-

visefonght not to be hanged except: in con-

R formitylto ithe ‘made| ' Which"may be|therein

prescnbed. :Now:the! 44th article which: the'
Oowmutee onithe bill'of: rights bave: roported’
. is tantamdunt to the saine thing. It provides:’
-+ 44 T'hat. thig Constitution shall-pot be alter-

S :, ed, chan;zed or- abolle'hed . €xcept m the mnu-
‘ ner~lherein prescribed and direct

SoLthnt really thode members oi‘ the Con~
n‘'who advoed.u{ andsustaiy the amend-
31 :And those'

- not’ yet -before ‘the Oonvention
athetidment'

gentlemen who'are opposingr thi

- are; oppos:ng the proposition: contained in the|:

44tk |article” of  the ‘bjll:of- r:ghteas reported
".- by the" committee. ,,l]euppose, however, it is

> the same thing: whether the disciission ‘takes

piaee}now or hereai‘ter ‘because’ the'principle

' ; invglved being the same, it malters not wheth=
- er the discussion take place at the commence-
1 ment/or at the ‘close of the bill

i' rights;
take jt-for granted then! that we '‘who eusmin
- the rtsport ‘of :the* corqmiuee\ are to: eusq\in it
ngain st.the'assaults ‘and attacks df ‘those gen-
‘tlemen who.oppose the amendments of ‘the
" “gentleman from Culvert (Mr. ‘Briscoe) and: of

It is: true
" it'i8-but the:nssertion of mere abstract rights.
. ‘But: it has’ nlwnye been understood, 'dond - this
- Qonvention-well knovya ‘the impo! tance, nAy,
. siry. ithe “absolute: necessity “of laying’ down
; these nbstraci. principles upon. trud and earnest
grounds, bécause they, withthe onstitution
_-which is" hereafter tc "be: adopted, ‘form ‘theé
- -sabstratum upon whioh!the whole legislahon
ot’rlhle Stute mist rest, for' theda declarations
- of abstract principles have always béén treat-
2 ed¥ ag-8 part-of'the’ dnmenml»‘law ,oi‘ ‘the,
" land . It 'ig:therefgre’ zecessaryt bave these
- abstract truths clea] and earnes ly eetforth
- Thig'firstarticla says ; ru e '
158 Thatall governuient of .'right om;innies
frdmgthe pedple, ‘ia foundéd ‘in “cothpaict only -
- dndr netituwd aoleiyi ‘for- the* good of  ‘the
whbie ;-and they. havelat all times thé unalien-
abl right to alter, rei'orm or a ohsh ztheu-

endment, or aby other|:

I"amfor libérty regulated! R
which every man knows, and- to' whichi every.. -
‘Liberty without law-is'not~ .:
“I liberty 5 it i1s-but-the Hcense'to do - whatever, = . -
the will otL the- mnjority mnyimpoee npon the S

g an article |

'and ’cbild

.\’

SALE R 2N 2 \‘uc

ple, -that it ig:founded-in com
‘that it is: institited solely for'thé good -of the’.
whiale: - But while'it.is indenfably‘true'that

‘they have the right to’alter'orreform orn.bol- - ‘? "

ish thiir form - of government; :does it necés-',
sarily, follow:that the good of the community;”

the-good of the whole, will-be promoted- by
this-wild ‘hurricane rage to which'all'com-' ="
‘mitnities are linble ?' ~Does it follow that'this - . .
‘power ‘whichi-resides 'in ‘a-commaunijty s'best -

axérted by a mere mujonty of ‘the: community

whenever 'they may-get together?.’ Because' = |

the. majority outnambers the minority, it mdy-

be'by one only, sbould that mnjorit} do what ’
it -plenses; when'*it plenges, and “‘where it/ - -

pl*asee? 'I acknowledge Jto‘euch ‘dactrine,:

by'law, ‘the ldw"
man’ can ap eal. ¢
minonty SRR

“How 18'this’ unalienable: nght to alter,'re-
reform or hbolmh to- be exercised, if it'is not *

to be'done in conformity: with thie laws of the';- i -
lind? Wi I gentlemen- pleasd’tell me how itis!
ito Le done where-it i3 to be: done, and’ when‘-; S

d

it.is to be

one? ' Oan‘a mere numerital’y ma-'
Jority assemble nnywhere and whenever- they‘

{please;’and ‘uptucn tha existing institutions' - - L

iof the’ land, apd’ cast: loose?:all the elefents’

of" society'f’ ~And i3 gociety’ to- becoméa'
wreck heenneoa mere majority may choose’

‘to say 807 * Are_ they to asgemble whenever'

‘they . pleass,” without ‘notice to others of the - o
community 'who'are to be’affécted by thelr " -

-action'; assemble’in-any- place ‘they leam e
to'. whichiaceess"perhnps ‘miay* be debarred:

'|'others: equally  ititerested with  themgelves ?’ L
:Should-not all.these: considerations be taken*- - - :

into” view! by! 'the members’ of ¢hls- Conven- -

ition’' before “they’ ’Eetermme the’ unillepable;

right oi a*mere mnjorify to'chnnge, alter ‘or

-abolish ! exrstmg inetitutions ‘wheneverthatt . .=
‘mu,;ority may ¢hooge to exercise’ ‘that power? e
I+ Originates: i‘rom the peopie»"h Who' con- R
stitute thé' peoplé? “Is ‘there any limit; npon'. e
‘that dec!araiion?‘ “Will gentlemen who urge'. -
‘these-wild; vagnries -of 'their jmagination, it Tt
may call'thein 80) tell me Who ‘are the'people =
to exercise‘theser.righls} vho'dre’the’ people'
who *ard/to’ step forth in'all' the’ mnjesty oft .. ..
‘power—it/mny be fn'a majonty’oi‘ one'onlyt . - .
‘| —and_say to-the mrnorily of-only one: we - -
rwilllp]nnt our- heels- upon''yoir ‘necks;‘and - - -
make: you submit 1o ‘whatever we'seafit™fo’ ' -
impoge’ 'upon‘ 'you?’- Are ‘*.the' peaple,’’the’ * -
‘people of the entire Smte,'everyhmn woman
id ‘the State E or nre Lthey merelr S

‘form' ot' government in hnch mb.nner as they‘ S
‘may ‘deent expednent” Bt L
+.The amendment-now : under conerderntion S
prbbosee ‘to. Jimiti:the nniverealityr'of thatj

rilej and it strikes :me ag' eminently proper <~ .

‘that it< ehouid ‘be limited:: ~It" muy bestrue’ "

that-all: government originates from“1hé peo~ .

act’ ‘only,and © -




