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“us, - ~Whntever theu- own ex ﬂenee hnd ee-
ta.blished I think is worth about.as. -much as’
. the’opinions of. any slmilat .body, of mien- at
- thig day. :\So far as.my own jndiment goes,
- L. think it.is a:true propoam at:levying
" taxes.,by,. thq head,: upon’: h fndividual,
“svithout reference’ 0 _property, ‘upon imen per
T ae, 18 opprmsive, unjust,: ‘unreasonable, desti~
" sute of - pnncnple ‘1 certainly. ehonld be op: |-
", posed :in any bxll of . rights to lany, poll tax
- whatever. .. dolnot. ‘think .tho . Legislature
-“ought, to.heve the right: to impose a poll tax,.

. I the Legislatnre ‘chooses for politicul reasons.
;o impose & fine upon & man,if |taxes aré im-
posed not for!the' purpose ®f ralsing revenue,
bnt distributed - per capita to further ‘political
pnrposw, -orwith a political view, then it does
“not ;come “within .the prowislon ‘of "the ‘last
clause of “the article. Nor.’ does this article

“affect thie question of. the right of suffruge, or

the ‘means of contributing*to the support of
pnblic schoole :I-see no redson. why there
. ghould'be s poll tax for. either pf these-puy-
" -poses.: . On- ‘What. principle can. you -levy a
’.'poll;tax for the support of public schools 2. If
'8 man has property and po childre )ou can

- tax him. for /the aupgort of achools on’; the

ground ‘that!'it is his uty. 88 a citizen to con-

' tribute,for that property for. the4 general good |-
ty.

;And if alman.has no

" of “the: co i
tias clnldren, ‘hé may be called’

" property and'.

" upon to make provision for .their education,

| l

’.._i

- and may be liable to taxation: for the support
_of: the public- schools on the ground" that he
*.geceives & beneﬁt from ‘them,.- But if.a man
'has. no property -and no children, 1. do. not
know: upo rwhat rinciple’ of law. ‘you can
:eqnire him. 10 pay just as much school tax as
anybod else or that he shall pay a'dollar, if

- .those'w eve property. pay- on: tleir-prop-
el nnd ope:dollar besides. ;I.ste no princi-
. ple upon: whnch you can levy a tax upon those’
- 'who, own.nq property ; if ‘they are paupers;
- they eennqt be ta ed,‘o if . they are- felons,|
- hey.cannot be taxed. .. This i the class in the
- Wi o'render to-the community for,

‘their. bodies and their blood.

. d.people;who rest :at: the :bottom
“of society”and ‘support : h°1 fundamental
gronndwork of society. . :They are g class of
--people who, onght be taxed un mithgy
nire property... i ‘\propos tidn
mmneﬁ inl thns ar ‘

,t,,.tn ‘ennct a’poll-tax.’
it. ithin .t
Le s

pvhen every!in It

h s taxatl n,. particnlnrly
- “when ' there: Bands of

the counties and’ iq tae

only can do nofl.ing &

' qnwhon.

"ty of | pro

: vefrom threeto ﬁve dollnrs

8 dny for their serviees, who own ‘a0’ pmper»
ty liable. to’ taxation ;- when, in_addition, to
the’ present burdens of u\xntion, the probn-

bility is, that a generel school system, will he
estabhshed ‘thus’ increasing our taxes, I want
to leave . it 1o the 'Legislature to. tax thdse -
young men if they think neceeeafy and prop—
er t0:do g0, z-.‘v-'-'*‘_w.k '

Mr. DaNizt. . I'move the followlng ‘a8
eubslitute for the nmendment of !the gentle-
man. from Cecil- (Me.! Scott) ,wtnke :the
14th arti¢le,.and jnsert : i

44 That every person’ in tbia State, _
son holding’ proprty - therein, ought'to con- -
tribute his-.

support of gover ment, according to- hls act-

-ual worth'in. real or: personnl property ;- nnd

that fines, duties or taxes may propérly and.

justly: be imposed or laid on’ persons-or prop.— S

erty for the good government nnd. beneﬁt of
the community."
- It will_ be seen: thnt my

1 leave out: theword

L disagree. entirely with my’ colleague from

‘Baltimore city,’ (Mr. Stirling) and cannot ‘see
the’ force of his argnment in’ relation {6’ the, R
‘injustice of euchntaxas here indicated.. As .
T have already stated, we. have' themmples

of . everal other *States, who ~have doubtless
as well consldered this question S We:are ra~
pable . of doing ‘now;; .and yeb,. they “bave .
thought. iv wise and beneficial” to.enact sach s 8

‘tax, npproprnnting ils_proceeds. e@epecinllyl

school purposes..jAnd I have yet to find the =

first man . from.. thoee “Btates ; who''does” not .
think it a wise.dnd proper moda of taxation:: e
‘It ralses.alarge revenne, does it mxly,k and I

think: in’a proper.way. . And as my: fnend

from Cecil -(Mr.: Scott) eugguts, {1 ‘cannot see

the. justice of subjecting & man. who hosearned

‘enough to get him s little: house, to; live in,
‘and’'who bas earned. some other mtle propers .. -
‘ty, merely.and: hardly. enough: to subsist his .
‘family upon,to; this iheavy: pressure ‘of . taxae ;
“tion to the extent. of, jt may be, every, ‘cent of
_'property he' is' wbrth ‘and” yet permitting a -

govemment emplov. or 4 man. Teceiv-

Iy 88: clerk, of. $1,500 or’ $21,Looo‘r

ust | an yeg to- not pay one. cent ‘of ‘the taxation '- -
ick- | of |{the State, because hedom not ovm rea.lor

personal propertyl i

Mr. Basgon. . I will e.sk Htﬂe entlexnnn one

-Mr.. Dk
thnt. this tax. shnll be mnde a condition: preces
to think ' must be: :the. altemntive. ‘T:do not

to mtnx,

r.‘,]ier'-. 5
roportion of public taxes. for: the -

mnendment is In’ A
substanee the same as 'the’ amendment'of .the .~
_gentleman from: Cecil.” o

*t other’". in the third, line of the article; sooub-:
stitiite the’ word ¢ that!-for % yet”! in: the
‘seventh. line,'and leave out the words’ wlth
a political view ' 'in. the eighth line,’ .}

\

‘Does’ he net think.that by impos- R
| ing a.poll tax ond-Bfthi of the. cxtizens of Bel- T
, timore would be’ ‘diefranchised 7. .
' is. Notatally I.do not ropose

| dent to.the right o' vote, as my: friend seems o

0p0se: toprescribe any 'particular; condition .
1 leave thnt to the Qegislatnre. B




