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L -Lwant:to leavedti to:the ;Legislature; if they

o great ‘number of.individunlawho are abun-
© . ;duntly-able to pay .tnxes; but who do:inot now:
- contribute a singzle cent. to. the publicirevenue.
- X shall, " therefore, . vote .for-ithe ; proposed
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o amendment, i i T e
v iMre. THoMAs, - 1. merely.- wish.10. make onsg.
‘semarkto~the majority-of. this  Canventiony.

-~ and.that-is;that in-my opinion,: if this: pro<
- xision of ithe

sout, the majo

" ‘Constitution; will:be forginga chain forthem-:

- -selves, and | muking .4 magazine which : will:

“burst; this. Constitution into fragnients when, -treated;ns i { 9 R
it.comes ibefore : the 'people; {Suppose’ you' and, so-fap as.the:minds of some members .. " - -
- seem‘to liave gone theultering this articléeso - -

~'a8:10 leave:out the pryhibition of :a poll tax, - - -
. was already actually a grievous burdeniupon .. -
:the people. - They seem  to. think :that:the -
rahibition s nctually-leyy- = - -
ing & poll inx:-Now the'only thing:proposed °

Btrike_ont: this_ provision:which, snys! ‘! that

_ _ithe levying |of tuxes: by the,poll.is: grievous
- -and oppressive,’’. a declaration iwhich, as.has

- beeii well sdid by my; collengue ( Mr; Stirling)

¢ is a8 venentlle as the old Constitution:of 1776
n the other:

N | d¢’;ii_o;..su);'Atha‘t"gént,Ieinen':’uﬁo ‘ )
&de:wlm ure now-advocating the.amendment

‘strike out!that.provision,.will. go hefore the

- -peuple Hnd, muke that;argument: against the

' . },)COIIS‘ - R
. - - .will gojbefare: the peoplé and|eay that  this
has strickep'rout. this venerable

0]
. -Couver:’lionig _ neral
- clnbge. which: hns always been looked npon as
- Bacred, to:witi: ¢ that the levying of ‘taxes by
d.oppressive,’::for. the

- ithe’poll i3 grievous.a

-“:purpose of enabling the Legislature to impose:
- ".1upop’ the.peuple un additionnl. burden. of tnx--

- ation, und ihey will maRe the:people: believe

- ..that:the: object isitoi put-an:aditional - fetter

_ " -around:the elective franchise, whether.it. be so

-+ - =or.not.”'Now.if_ the:principle:is; true.that:a’
. poll.tax. is oppr

. S -article? ti:) D LI - A IS

o disMea Ahiner, - Willithe gentleman, a8 & law-

. tyer, sny:that.the imposition; of a poll, tax:by.

-+, 1the | Leyisin{ure,.;unless; there.is a i'property.

~ ~qualificntion’ prescribed, by this Constitu

-~ sowill prévent nny; man.feom votjng 25

o G e Tuoxups. ¢ iNo, sir.i. I suy it would:not.

. Ay if the’Constiiution prescribes the. quali-.

.- ficntions: of [voters; ho legislative.act can:go

" i yibehind that| constitutional: pruvision..  But.l

B

- ;Apay. that ifyou stiike:lout!this prohibition of,

- “imepoll tax—-aud’it does not:say.whether- it

.~ “~ishall:-be one dollar;! or: ten'.dollars, ot /one

. <handred. op] one thousind; dullars-~you give
-7 ydfatare . Legislatures -the power:to, put'an in-
. " »creased: burden upon’ the. pgor,.who.aré¢ not
" ;+mble 1o bear| that. Lurden.i:: I:eay that a.poll

. +"l;istaX js wrong in principle, is grievous and op-
", ’pressive; and whether:the: rightibelongs to
-, «theipeople or. .not:in.their legislative capacity
©.*- ;+to carfry; thig: prévision:intoeffect in case it is
o amots i ithe|-Coustitution, s I ‘am : in:favor of
. dletting: thigarticle.stand just as it is; so that
.. ,ivme can go before the people and. tell them that
ght:to-deprive

| rwethave not sou
oo -eingleightithey had.
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Decluration of. Rights {a:stricken: : - Mr.. Cy _
rity: which:is responsible forthis vote for: the amendrient,-as joffered by.my . . -
- cplleague,(Mr. Daniel) I would like to.express -~ -
‘my-opinion. that..this amendment; has been = -

itution|; < but. men: will:be’ found : who

sive, why: nqtjtitzite it inthis.

tion,:

them of - every;

- eollaterul tnxation: bave been resorted:to.-'‘And. ftthat: the. levying of taxes: by-the:poll.is .~ *
' | ‘ they: grievous.and:; oppressive,.and:ought:to:be = - -
 fit, to levy:n poll AX; which will -reach a- abolished,". 'whether:such & tux hus.everhad . - -
.any existence, .1] ‘sayiit.hns no bxistence.now, - -
‘but it ja-for. the reason . that:our :Declaration - .~ -
~ of Rights, since 1778, hasisaid that.itshould . . -~
_‘have.no existence, ;i Strike .out.this,provision. . "~
~aud it will-have|an existence either:in:the.

“brain of some gentleman here,’
. of :some- future ' Legislature,,
< agaibst striking it out..) ¢ !

or:in.theb

I-ghuldl™
et
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rains

-, ~Nr..Cysnvo, -/1n siating my

f'it were a Jegislative, éonctment; -

“

‘striking out; thia:

“ the; Legislajure of. the. State.. ~Who:are they

who-elect ‘the memliers of. that Legislature . =
"but the men upon.whom' this tax will.fall,if =
"It is. imposcd ‘by| the; Legialature? ®ndithey -~

< will not ‘be apt: 10 elect:a Legislaturelwhich - %
* will impose a:poll tax upon. them'if ;they.do -~ -

“'noti desire it. ;-Nor will thero: prabubly ever

hefound a Legislpture:in le State of; Mary= - S

-~ land;so entirely dissevervd. from;
| connections and interests, that gol

ly

!evy a. poll tax; unless “the peopl
i-themhere desire it to'beidone: - .;

- But this ia so.venerahle, say gentle_menﬁiiif, -

:hill: of rights:ind of the :(onstitution ; and"

and. we must npsiknacki
.ug’ exhmine; this|ariicle,

'&bnd;f,see what:it.is.
framers had had'! the conviction forced :ugon

&

‘such.tax i

exerciee,: they destroy: the;:whole: forcu.iofi the . .

firgt. clauge: by giving :to::the: Legislature the -

.power’to fmpose & tax upon persousand prop: .
‘erty, with & political view.:; ‘Now; that:tux-on -

- {One gentlemen aske! when this Articlasays ~

vote -

nflen o -

by this anigndment s 10: leave thatsulijectto * -~

lel;}pb,lltlcal R
cor , andonly .
.with regard to:ibheir own'views, nnd.without .-
i regard to-the:viuws of their copstituents, will ...« .
ho'send - . " -

that we must niot:touch-it.yYet there ara:in. - : -
-timations that. we-are goipg ‘1o tonch.much .. .
‘more veneruble -things.. Now. if. nntiquityis =~
a.reason . for. not itouch ng this "clause of:the - -
bill of rights, that :réason: n.ay. be thundered - -
‘against us’in. regard to allithe clnuses of the . ;

‘thiotigh some of -them. muy be old and.rotten,
-yet they: rire venerubla:(rom their antiquity, . - .
enl,'U}l!u:: ;NQW':'JO‘ -

“This first. clniigé:is; put in:here as thoughisits- - -

their.minds;that & poll tax wns unjustand op- . -
pressive;:and they :intended 1o probibit:any = -
, ax in. the future,. ‘Yetthey would seem - .- -
to have changed: their intention. when -they - -
reached'ithé latter clause;and<havipg iseen . .
Ahat'they:were déprivingthe Legislnture ofia - -
right!which:the people miglit-desire them.to™ - =

,persons’ might be.a poll.tax of one:dallar;-or L
‘| one'hundred dollars, or more.; And with:this -~ -



