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- - +And while ] am on.the floor 1

- - --something further. ; My;
* ticleis this: 1. v L |
~Convention'concludes: its; labors there will be

. tocarry out that system, it may.be thought |
~ ., proper by the|Legislature héreafter .to'levy a
" tax.in a manner. which ‘may be construed to

- ysing thewords “!poll.i tax'’of, ‘capitation

oo Jax. - Arl know such & tax . can, be levied

L .W.i,'eh_ouvt,-uaing;thoseﬁards,'-as I’ bhave seen it
© . done, and hay

- article stand’ 8;
- itax.can. be /levied reaching every man:in
- Apite, of 'this afticle.f - That is alrendy done in
- Pennsylvania ; I it
- - tution-of  Pennsylvania, directly ' authorizing
it end.yet . I'd ' i
.- 18 required to, . ‘
.- -mer, in. which'|it can ‘be’;done:is -{'this i atax
- may-be levied|by. ihe Legislature, of 8o much.

~considered as worth a hundred dollars, And

. . .o far as'my. memory now:aerves. me; I think
. $be school’tax| used. to jbe twenty-seven cents
- -onevery $100; and consequently- every man

*.'iSuppose’that a tax s hereafter imposed in
.. - the State of Marylund which may be construed
- to be a poll-takx ; if it is imposed :for purposes
.~ of.education,/] am satisfied it will;be willingly
. .paid by:a'great many people who-now; have

. ..not the glorious"opportuaity of contributing

+ .- .{to. the gupport. of a.6chool system. ’, As has
. <een remarked by my: colleague, (Mr..Scott)

5 _-and in the city ‘of ‘Baltimore, ‘'who, have ‘not
- she opportunily, -under lexisting laws; in the

E " people of the State, while they are abundant-
- ly,able to_do so.  :It is'truethey may do so

. o pravent them' doing 80 by subseription, &e.

" but their attention has ‘tiot'been called to the

- . ‘'joatter:by, any law, and consequently: they
- /pash;it. by, and aré not| really: in a position,

-+ *-Recording fo'the lawa.of Marylaud, to sustain
i p 8chool system.:: Now while.I believe ithere

- y1is:n0 tax;so little’ likely to’ ba collected as'a

- * poll tax; yet: from my experience I doibelieve
. -Shere:never 'was a tax.laid upon'the people so
e mlversa;llypaqd ag.a schpol tax, .. : ' .
~ -, 4 Now.itis only with that view that I am in
.. favor.of changing the phraséology bf.this ar-

. Ricleg:-with the view only.that.in:case this

.- jConvention may provide: for a' general-school

. #ystem for the|State of ‘Maryland, the  Legis-
-+~ Jatare,may not-be bampered: by any forced

- ./onstruction, .or ‘possible, misconstruction,-of

B '-:__ghiazart,i‘c)e?'as;itvnq_w:st_upds.-~;<.;Iaa *!miscon-

. . .ptruction, !’ for by my.cous
- gl see clearly, how;xthe,-Le'g

I T

yor I wish.to say
.objection to. this ar-
nced:'that before this

.am cop
someschool system provided for, 'and in order

be.a poll or icapitation itax; though  without

~and-haye seen -its effocts] after beitg
flone, I mnght&not ‘be opposed to leaving the
a8 it is; because I'am satisfied

}
{

I find nothing ia the Consti:

0 know'that eyery 'man thére
y.8 bchool tax, and thegnan-

on the-hundred dollars, and. every man-can-be

‘to'pay atileast twenty-seven cents achool
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there are a:great many men in'tho: counties

Btate of Maryland, of ‘helping, to educate the

independently|of. taxation; . there is:nothing

(

gtenction -of it [

islature’ can pass

|
|
BT L
A
|
|

without calling it & poll tax. . .~

‘committed on:the-school question. ;.. ¢

lowing s:

suffrage,’’ ;' "«

consent. s ..

. Mr. CLARKE obje

)
4

bers t.

that.constraction upon'it..'. . . .
.~-Mr.” SoaLEY. .. We ‘have never:

'tax levied in the State, of Maryland ; at:least

be levied upon the right of sufirage. .-
tha word.* poll ”” applied to the head 2; ; :.

standing of the term. .,
-« Mr,. Puan, 1. bellev
amendment, and, run ‘
the matter to my constituents. . ' ..
1 Mr: Porngee, It is no$ ‘my-purp

ghall support this article,of the bill!

for. the-support of

any law taxingthe people

Co

a school syatem, and yet not bein conflictwith
the wording or true nieaning of this:article; . - . -
Because, as I bave before stated, a tax which'~ .
‘shall.reach:the head of every: man. can, be laid’

-1'will road .an amendment just handed me = - -
by my: friend: from. Allegany (Mr.:Hebb) but - -
I will_not. offer. it: now, as I-Iv,nln_mmg‘whgt_' RTINS

. -:Add to. the substitute" proposed by the gen- S
toman fomy Balimore (e, Danic) ol

% UProtided, that!no tax shall be levied asa - -
qualification for the exercise of the right of -

",/ Mr. Scorr.. 1 i-iéevforv_th\g:pnrpose of with- -
drawing my amendment, in order. to give my, . -
colleaguy (Mr. Pugh) an opportunity to move -~ .
the Bmendment he has just read, as an ‘addi- -

tion to:the proposed substitnte. R T

1, ,The Presioen?. . The -gentleman:canmot -
withdraw -his ‘amendment . without ‘general - .

o e ,-.1':"/; "f.f..:.!w'v"‘ - . : .
sted; to the withdrawal, . = = <"
.- Mr. Puen.. -1 have no proposition to.sub~ . .. .
mit. :I.am only'speaking upon the.amend- - .
ment already submitted, of which Iiam-in' .
favor; provided it is".the. impression of mem- - "
ixat_.tl)gre"can" be .any misconstruction.of, - " -
this article, ' If it appears to members of this . = -
Convention that this article cannotstand as it -
now. reads without being liable to a construc-" ..
tion, which I do: not think-can be justified, -~ -
then 1 will . vote to amend :it. 'ButI.would = -
like very much to-know. whether gentlemen. -~ = .
are convinced that their copstituents will put -~ . .~

bad'a poll " i

never within my recollection, and: the com~ . B
mon impression is.that ;a-poll tax is a taxto = -

. Mr.Poas.-.Did} the vgbntleman;.ev_ér‘;he@}f‘ L

. Mr, ScHLeY. Certninly, a great many, tiniéf S
But1 am now speaking of 4the,;p,c'>pnquj.,__'nl‘qde:4-;‘ P

G Uil e
‘the ‘risk of explalning. - .-

etojns .
dulgein uny. exténded remarks. in‘addition.to :
those already made by -gentlemen ifor.and .~ . i :
against this.amendment. .. But I will briefly. .
give my reasons why I wish.to adhfr_e,to} and: -

of:rights
as reported. by-the committee, to- whom . this. -~ - '
subject, was confided; . Now i does notseem . -
‘o me that the. application of the reyenue.to .~ |-
be raised; by this process of taxation is'of any -~ -
great.imzortance compared with the principle -~ .-
involved. It is:true;. as has beén stated.here, ..~

that in:the State of Delawaro;they, have a pol} - '
tax, and. that poll tax is: vegiilated by.a 'kind - . ' -
.of sliding scale suited ;to-the exigencies-and .-~ - -
purposes to which;i*t‘via appiled. 1t is.applied;. -~ |



