. - the’ bagia . of -taxation b

- “ny\

"~ - form

" motto
o ernmen ":1vote fnott ¢
' mr.ed1 of, Somereet My vote will ;be 1

. to'clothing the Legislature of -

‘ ':"theret'ore vote “no.!’ ;-

tlw} Iqote “ a.ye" etmpl for{
giving; ltbe Leglala.ture the: poy

= capitation tax, if it ahalfso ple

tax as'a cond
- cise’of ‘the right of .suffrage. ;| "
»—-Mr.r BRRY, . of: Princé Geo ’s.
. son'that 1 have alwa 8 been opposed to a cap-
~ itation itax, ;. thidk that.. ‘of .all:gorts
. ought tb.be: levied’ upon proper y rather thnn
- upon;p rsons, ... T
.y r,. msodn sT nndem d the amend-
'mentnow being: voted .upon, ltkdoee«not con-
: o any article in: the’ Conatitntion - of
- 1778, the' Constitution of 1850, or. the bill of
~ rights, a3 reported by bur committee, inasmuch
a8 it.leavee out the provision—*‘ Paupers ought
assessed for the support o the Gov-

o Mr.Jo
L glven upon this’ pri ciple’:-that the Legislature

. ought not to be restricted, but |should be left
._free to act upon the principle which’ underliee

o all government, 'viz: that wherea man enjoys.
- 'the enetits an
" ment, nnd ita: lnws e should eontribnte to theé'

‘the protection of - the,govern-

- . support’ of that. government, if |he is able to
- do 8o, whether he be in.possessign of property
which can be reached by the tax cellector, or

-~ of a salary-only;which cannot ‘be so-reached

- by ordiuary . taxation..: Now .with- the view
" of:leaving the’ Legislature untrammeled—cer=
' tainly.n ot with'any expectation thiat the power
“will i ever be-used to- Erive those unable to
._‘pay tl.e, tn.x ot‘ the rig t ot’ sutfrage-—l vote
T laye ”’
) Mr.xlln.t.m.
- P y. the-gentleman from Somerset-(Mr,
R V'Jones,) I'shall vote ** aye !’. upon.this propo-
sition,; believing that inso doing T am'not en-

For the reaso 8 so well as-

| o abling :|the Legislature to- oppress. any. por
" man,or depriving him of the right of suffrage.

.+ Mr. Nwarsy, - I give'the vote|I.do. upon the
ground[that I.am utterly and entirely oposed
ryland with
~ the-power of enactinga property,qualiﬁeation i
- for.with: the geatleman - from: Carroll - (Mr
- Smith){J. believ that alaw wlthont. a-penalty

" . attached. is-not/, worth/the- parchment .upod

- -which it isswritten. - And the.penalty has in-.

L ‘variably been the deprecie.tion of .the right of

_auffrage for’: the’ non-payment of the t&x. g;,I
~Mr.  RipgiLy. " If- tbie proposxtion waa n
}imtted one,dl ebt;n}d -vote:in thle affirmative.

- I'am oppoBe to giving a gene

' :Legislature to:levy a. eapitatr% tax.: 1f the
- power yere limited.to- purpos ;of edneation
" “and schools, Ishould vote. for:] t 1. But,.a8-it
- -confers; the -general: power: u n the Legisle-
- 'ture, I shall vote “*no.”* -+ Uit
LM Varuanr.; Lwill not; trouble ihe Con-'

“vention with giving’ my.reasons for. voting.as.

L do'npon thns queatlon, I mlle mply’eayxthet-

pe purpose. of [
er t0.enlarge:|"
the i ‘posltion of a:
ase 3 but I am
ed. to the ret}ulrement otj lie pnyment ot‘ _

tion preeede t to .the: e;er-- =

T eball
* no’’ upon this:proposition for the rea- ||

power tothe |
‘ox, or any tliing else, or pay so,much money,

vot.e ln the aﬂlrmetive with tbe distmct nno '

lep ing-stone; {0 'aby other. aalification for. -

totep LE ‘such, as a{é laid dlown in the old -

Conetltution. i S
.. The. emendment was aocordingly rejected. e

4th articlé, and insert: . .
44 That every person in this State, or person

oldlng property therein, ought to:contribute .

ihis'portion ‘of; public_ taxes for the support of
\Government, according to his actuel. worth in
‘i‘enl or  personal’ property,- and: that. fines,
]duties .o, taxes may ‘properly and -justly .be
imiposed of laid,on persons or é)rnpert for the
good govemment and- 'bene!
}neseesed for the support of the Government.”’.
1 This'ia the: &eme proposition as. the-qne just
voted on, ‘Wit

‘Mr. Nlaqv. J'am opposed to this*propm .
sition, as’I 'was to'the one ‘just. voted: :down,’ .
1am fn fuvor.of the article as it stands, with-

out. any - altetation ‘or: emendation, i1t has

been argued that’ whether you'sfrike ont this
‘provision” or -not," nevertheless ‘in -the latter .

clause thle power | to impose A capitatibn \tax

18 given." If that argument be true, then what
is the. necessity for. striking out this first

clatisq 7 . For gentlemen who favor this é.mend-
ment of thia article contend ‘that even éxt’ you
do not touch it, it would still lenve’the power.
io-the hands of thie Legislature, by, the latter -
portion of- this article, to impose.a eapitati
tax.”’If thal. be go;.thén. why advocate th
amendment "at all? If ‘it ‘e discretionar g
With, or open_to’ ‘the Legislature ‘to pass suc
a'tax law, when the. power is inlublted in'the
ﬁrst part of -this article and reinstated.in’ thg
}ntter part of it,’ then why undertake to alter
tatall? - Tifdy can o.ccqmpllsh all they want

without any.alteration, ;'

| ‘Now I'am opposed. to giving the Legielatnre
a Inw that in:its character, -
in its’ very’ ‘nature, is.one" of.property, qualiﬁ— .

any ‘power to pags

‘cation. AB'the gentlemau from Carroll (Mr,-
Smith) " hag: concluaively demonstrated,  the-
onl pennlty ‘bver knowd in connectioh witb
enclyl a'law in"any State of ‘this.Union; is the

inability to/cast a ballot if the tax bé ot paid}.

in ' other worda-the, certificateof the: proper
‘officer, ‘of the payment of ‘that tax; always to-
ba exhibited before the vote can' be given. . If
that-is 80, and [ think it is so beyond ‘all pos- -
snblhty ott doubt or:controversy; then is itnot. -
a tax upon the elective t‘ranchise, justas much
if you required ‘a.man"to own an ass, oren:’

or. have the; means to: pay it;, before .he is:
allowed to;vote. ".In the:case of the man who'
is requxred to:own -an-ox ‘or an-ass, it-would .

be the ox.or.the ass that'would :pay-the tax,” =~
‘or mther the:

; ion of ithe_ox or the. ass:
which: can;:be' taxed,: ia: the. qualification:.to-
vote,ras much 80, a8, the payment of e»eapitao

l' i

emtanding that. this amendment 8- not &

- Mr; DaNs, T now move to smke out the S -

of . the com=
munity ;".but. that, paupers’ ought ‘not 'to be

‘the edditlon nt’ the’ela 88 in R
“Trelation to. paupers. RREETS: .



