. upon will - receive the votes of.a majonty of
- the members. :

~ . tion“upon our action:is merely to put itin
- the power.of &’ mlnonty of tbfs ‘house, when-
- aver-there .is not'a"full ‘atte

- own &ct.of absenting themse

~ tare it sométimes takes them several trials t
- ’m n a-‘majority of ‘the 'memberselected

~.would vate if present.’! Should there be,'say
_ - thirty-eight or: forty membem

""'-,_..thougb nine-tenths of. t

© ¢ maybein vor of the bill, endbnt one—benth
“ opl%osed to t, yetitis defeete& e Ay
" Now,

© - stch'an.
* this body.?|.There is nd analogy- between the
. two cases.. We' oughtito. plant ' ourselves
" upon_the rdumny parlmmentary rule, that

- the vates’ o£ the majority. of a quoram of the:
-, members present shall ‘decide- the ‘action of?
" the.body.’ {If there are ‘fifty |members'.pres-

L __‘ent and thirty of them are in favor of any

~.article, and t.wentyoEposed toit, why should
-it'not pass? *-Why s

-~votes be required to pass;it? |It-is not to be

_ vote-with the minority,: bnt; that ‘the same
- -difference would be:ghown - in- their votes'as:
~.. | in the votes of those. present.:;
"~ have paid before, the provision riow contained
. ."in this rule ig'an exception,: contained in the |’
-~ Consti
o general principles .of par]iementary law, .
.. wag.made for 8 partncula.r purpose, - which:
- purpose has no bearing ;upon the work, which
. this 'body is'sent here to perfb m, and I seeno

B :cephon

L »be the probable operation of | this rule as- it
.. npw-stands,’ as has been: suggested 'to ‘me by
- -Bome géntleman. here,
.. ancein -this house'#o far'has'
" "three. ~ Now, if we adhere-
“ at present stands, one-fourth of‘ the. members
.1 elected to this Convennon will bave a‘ veto
- power: upon 'the.action of thia Oonvenﬁon,
i ,provxded the avemge attendance here contin-.
- . nes'the same that it- has been; -
. .’ men‘are afraid: to give to th majonty pres- |
.+ ént'the'right to pass-finally upon .any article, |

| in’the’ hi
 elected if:

_ cL not exceed séventy-three members. LS
C iy o Mrd Bensy, ‘of Prince George's.: Iunder-
L ttnnd that

: was done by tbe Leglslature ahonld be done
.- by«<the ‘majority of - the’ whale ‘ Legislatire.
" . But'we are sent -here for a different_purpose,
. withaspecific duty to- perform “sind:the pre-
- Bumption.is .that.any ‘article’

we' mey act
~And to contmue this restric-
da eﬂce, -by their
ves-to ‘prevent
the ‘passage of any-article. < In the Legisla-

o law, for ' which it-is| perfectly: ‘well
resent,.and

you get thirty-seven votes fora bill, yet it is
lost for want - of the: lenstimtional vote ;.

x reason - is “there. for spglymg
rdmary rple to ‘the: action of

ould mne ‘or ten more

‘presumed that every. member absent would.
{ In ahort, as 1

tion of :Maryland, and- foreign:to all

It

Teason why we should edh re to tlns ex-

4 Me, Gusrmm I desxre to tate what wﬂl

‘The gverage attends
Peen seventy-
‘the ‘rule as it

‘And’ ‘gentle-

while they are willing to place.a “veto-power.
‘of one-fourth ' of the: members
e average attendance here does

8 members present |-

thebusiness of - this Convention.: -
Convention-Bill prescribmg what numberof =~ .

dehberehve bodiw, m provid-

»

to-pravide rules for a’ contiugencywhxch m

or may not- hoppen-}-but they ‘provide arb{ o
trary rules for; their: govemment, to prevent . .
the occurrencs of what' might be inconsistent . - -

with the wisé action'of the body." Now,’

sir; - .
‘the’ Constitution ‘of;the "State -of Maryland
provides that no. measure shall become a lawf SR
of ..

unless-it' receive the: votes: of a' majorit
all: the ‘membérs ' elécted ‘to *each ‘branch
the. Legislattre:':

“of

they required thal a majority of all.the mem= -

bers elected to the Semxte and: to the House t"‘.‘ :

of : Delegates should be:

ivenin fivor of any '
measure before it ‘shoul '

‘become a'law,

Now, if; in the wisdom of the Oonvention. e
.wbich assembled’ ‘here-in ‘1850, it ‘was neces- -
glaoe this check upon- hasty action by. B

lature, is it not much more necessary. = ' -
o% a_Conveintion ‘assémbled to- :*

sar Lt:o
the Legis
in" the- case
frame an organiclaw.for a' State, which law.

may last for yeéars? An’act of the .General BRER
Assembly may be passed at ‘one sension, and,
-Butwe.” - .~
nventions ag- o
gemble every year, n]though ‘the course indi- - - -
cated by the majority here-I am afraid will -

.may be repealed at the next ¢
do. {mt have -Constitutional :

ions

lead to that result. :And every party.in theas:.

cendancy atiany -time will'want-a chaggedm -
‘the organic law, and I should: not- wonder, R
should the course'sdvocated by the' majority -
if we have every two:.

here be :carried ‘out,.
years:at’ least; ‘a Constitutional “Conventiofi-

asgembled  for. the purpose: of eﬁ’ecting someé - .,

chan in theorganic law. ..

SA T .A.‘,‘ 9

jtion and after'much discussion, - was adopted -
ag a'saféguard: for out’ action here.

at least sixty-five shall ‘be elected before this -

Convention shall be caHed together, and.thiat - .
| fifty of the members’elected shall constititea . -
quorum for the transaction of business—and -~
if we are governed-atall by thewspiritiof<this- .-
la\{, Feay that at least fifty. votes are essen—j‘-: ‘
Aal e
Ih .1 hope the Convention will “hesitate’ beforé: e
-they ado é)t this amendment, for it'will lead; I -~ -
am satisfied eotiy e

the passage of ‘any article by us. i

“to"“the result I have: alr

stated, that: ~twenty-six “members out: of the L

ninety-sxx ‘members-elécted to -this'Convens:

tion will'be enabled to adopt-any - article mfj'?. o

tbis Constitution the

‘may see fit to’adopt. *
~iMr;*THRUBTON. -

because I'saw -it ‘would- obstruet: very much:

members should: constitute d: quorum : for:the -
transaction: of business,

s

ing ‘rilles for their govemment, do not seei: s

; Although ‘the’ ‘Conventiod -~
which' assembled -here‘in- 1850 ‘adopted ‘the - ..~ -
majority rule,“yet they saw that sucharule.
would be unwise, that it would léad to hasty .« ;-
dction by the Lerlnture, -and for thatreason - . - !

[ This rule, adopted jupon seriong consxdera-, L

‘Thebill "
-under which' we are called: together: prondeae SRR
that there shall be'ninety-six members; that . . -

lien this.rule was before - = -
us for' consideraﬂon‘l opposed its; adoption;.: -

‘Ithink:the: =

‘and: what number - .
shall conshtute e. compiete Convenhon, is g BT




