. itis/in order—I b‘eiié‘v'ei, it is i‘gop,np‘f;ihiox}-”

o S

- op

“der,; there being:already.an:amendment; to

- an amendment , pending—1I .ahall-be obliged

“to the Convention if. they will give me an
ortunity;to offer:thi3. as an amendment,
r. Mannory.  In my-judgment the argu-
-ment: that this bill of : rights has.stood the

" ! 'test of-upwards'of & century:is a strong one,

.. although -it ‘may.not.be a’conclusive one. ;I

. ofi:the, bill-of ,rights, or’.

- know that:it isath unpopular argument:in the
B@ent-;m.t@ of affuirs, and I do notexpect,
y.anything that I may say upon. this:clause

e, bill of, "upon .any_other

" clause, that.I shall be able ,‘-?_g'cpuyi}‘mefth'e'
“minds, of; gentlemen who went for the glori-

" ous ‘rule of twenty-six.”” I think they ought.

to be ‘designated as;the ‘‘rule of :twenty-six'’
‘gentlemen, [as the gentlemén who, go-for put-
- tin ".(aConititutio‘p .upon the State of: Mgry-
" 1and: by thé votes of twenty-six men. (] do:

"~ ‘notknow how.many-of them there are in this.

! A\‘ . )
- -‘I. N

‘Convention).but T want.{hem all to bave the:
fall ,bonor;'ax‘;d!. credit of supporting ‘sucha
_proposition. . Tl g Dt

to.the didcussion’ of .this

- 1Now j'im.'pomip?
- bill of rights, a8 it _
have had of.addressing this Convention upon
. the subject, I would like to state what I'con-

ive-to be the.nature of a il of rights. ., It

r

.. seerns;to'me that inithid country ‘there was

-~ " no,absolute necessity for..a bill of rights of
- any.kird.:| In'England, whence we derived

- this -idea of a_bill of - rights, they have 'no

- written':Constitution—and & written charter

of rights of some kind. was necessary there,

" in’order to'enable the people.to know specifi-

what they,may, at_all times; demand

08“%1 at e
" of-the Government, , Now, sir, in this coun-

.- tey,we haye.written Constitufions, containing

- of .rights .and; the Constitutio

. +
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-~ i nature of .the;

_.gpecific, articles, instructing. the: legislative,.
* the judicial and the executive departments of
-the Government—what they cannot.do, and:

” what they can 'do; .and though both the bill
.and; 1t i n are.equally

parts of- the organic;law of the land, atill, if
- they ever -come in, conflict, which :they very

" '+ often -do,; the Constitution, beingthe: more.
cific,and entering more into details ag to the.

~ character’;or. the execution:of the rights; is
“the one to ‘be: taken ag conclusive upon the

. subject which may be'in dispute. - You have.

.. then'tolook to the Constitition as the specific
"-1aw. for. the gavernment of the State. . ...
"~ The bill of rights! is 8 mere declara

- general princi

i mero_declaration of
%& It fis. somewhat in’ the
aration: of - Independence,:

. -» embodying . a’ statement " of: broad, : general

. R
U
Ca

- MY - . aLer e
.l N '
L 1
:

" vention:.of 1776;  is: & declaration .of some
"struction that. can be:put:upon it.:» The bill
' of.rights’does not Bay, as -gentlemen: here
. Beem)t0 ‘argue, that. you shall doso and so,

ot
{
1

_‘principles.’. It does not undertake to legis-:
. Jates or.to,bind -down the State... If. you will,
- read it you will :find ;that each clause of this'
. bill,of . rights as it 'stood framed  by:the Con-.

‘ “general principle; that is; the only;true con-:

is the first opportunity;I |

PP

bu
sad
first clause. of the arfi

ation reads thug'ss .~ i Ly
i 4That 'the levying of:taxcs byitherp o
grievous and oppressive,.-and; ought.to:be - -
Bbolished.!? Lo =~ o s e o et

cle.now under consider-

~ i

ous and-oppressive? ; It was because higtory. " -

bad shown it to be 80 ;:.because the experience - - o
of foreign nations, ‘wherevera pollitax #as’

attempted: to be: puj upon, the: peoplg:
s_howp‘_tbat;_in‘mnniy._ins__mndes.gh igift'to.do .
so.had been gross iy‘f_,;abueed.‘: ,;,:Agyﬁ‘-'geqtlé-f-': L
man here. can ‘easily ;conceive, -

mind, a case where the:levying o
would be grievous and oppressive.: -Suppose.

PN

the Legislature had ‘the power,%and:shonld” -~
impose a poll’.tax of $50.;; That:might ben. -~ -
‘very small tax to impose upon some men; bt - -
others might find it 'exceedingly grievous'and.. " -
‘oppressive. : That . would be a..case, wherda . ..
risvous and. oppressive.': .-

poll tax would be g 4 _
ow. there isno.couflict between thé portion.of .

this article declaring:a-poll tax grievous.and- - -
oppressive, and that! portion authorizing the: = . -
taxing; every man according, to:the property:
that- he ‘holds. .- The argument: against:the " -
‘poll. tax.is that in'the hands of injudicions. - '
and unwise. legislative bodies it ‘may.-be ex~ .=

ceedingly :grievous: and oppressive, -We:do -

1ot here undertake .to bind: dawn the Legis-. -
‘Jature; we merely express: here-what. ought.": .
1o be our-policy in binding.it down when'we: . . -~
‘core to:that portion ofithe Constitutionide=: - -
fining the powers'and. duties of .the Legisla-- = - .
ture, . The next. clause of thigarticlereads, -~ .~ -
i ..4That paupers ought not to be assessed for., =

the support of the Government.”’- .

*: That. indicates that: in: the proper: placein - -

the Constitution we shoald restrsin the Legis--. =

latiire from imposing taxes upon‘that particu~. . |-
hen goes |

lar ‘clasg" of persons. " The article
onto Bay—= . b, e
~-4But every. other' person in th
‘persons - holding ‘property therein
‘contribute his. proportion of publ

- e Pre™ N .
O e e L

to -his actual worth -in real or'
perty.tt e
- -1t says, ‘‘every person;'’ it
‘ception—every person holding - property /in:
the ;State, of any/ kind,.or- descri
be taxed, ‘and :that the tax ougl
_proportion-to hig actual worth in;real or per-

1 i"‘fv}-",:’.r.u": s ‘.‘ A

'position more cleat, than-thata;
man who oqu,pr‘;)é)crty;in;the”smte jsbound;: -~
o pay a tax accordi

‘there are certain ‘clnsses’of ‘men:in'this;State’
‘who do ‘not own' property;, you, canreach;:
fally met by -theconcl
‘article?.: .o 10 2w
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that yon.oughtto do 8o and s ;- thatsuch.. ..
| suchis;she correct principle that:should:. = -~
overn!you.:, But'they: do/not: gttempt to.. - -
ind.you down:to do so.at all hazards. -, The r -

O R

ju.his owp:
such.atax. ' |

e State, or
yought to- -
. , ! fq,tpx'esffor-
‘the ;support’ of the; Government; ‘according =~
personal. pro= " -
makes:no ex: -
g,tion; .shall " g
tilO;_abe:‘in§‘f- [
sonal property,:.-Now: can. there be any pro=; |
and specific than-thata;  :

: ing to;the amount of-that .\ -
‘property.?:-.And s .not!the argument; that: - ; -

uding -clause -of this:. -



