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ubstitate“in " lieu

- thereof- the following+ - ioaif-Swnl o ¢

- "+ €¢'Phat padpers cught:not to. be assessed for
.-+ the: support| of ithe: government;: but .every.
= - person in the State; holding property therein,:
.- oughtito contribute: hig:proportion of public

~. . taxes for the support of government,-accord-
.. -ing"to -his dctual'worth in‘real or personal
_ property;and: fines; - duties -or- taxes; may.

- properly. and: justly: be imposed -or-laid on

- persons or. property for the‘goad government
- and benefit of ‘the community ;| provided,'that

" no' capitation tax shall be imposed as a quali-

-

T feape?ti T BTG M s e
e smn.lthis;prppdsitié ;-and- that which the |
. - . gentléman® from : Somerset: (Mr.:Jones) has.
+ . indicated his:intention to offer at:the proper
- . - time, T:shall-base my:argument... The ides
. whichthei:gentleman : from: AHegany - (Mr.
-+ " Greeng) geems to have:in view is to eradicate
~ that'word #*poll!’"from this article of the bill
- .. of rights:as:it now-stands. My object will
. .. 'beto shbwithat: whatever othier: amendment
~:: you'may. maketo this. article;‘that’ word
.| - Upoll''should be sacredly.preserved:in it.- 1
- have no‘objéction :to:the Legislature:of.the
- . State’'impésing a fair, juat:andiequitable in-
.. come- tax, but T do object to eradicating from.

, fication for-the ‘exercise of: the right of suf;
N - o st v L

MY

* our:'bill'of 'rights:a principle ‘which . T'deém

. to-be:fundamental; i that is, that all-taxés

_-shonld::he fairly apportioned among:. the'peo-

.. ple~tand: I-do maintainthat by a poll tax.né

' fair:and‘equitable taxation can . be. imposed

_“upon the people.:'-A poll: tax is:one of those

- adomalies for which.no provision canbemade
-+, 30/ 'gecure .- the! fair - distribution of: the ‘bur<
- _dens'of taxation.: And as it permits a thing

- impossible:to;‘be justly! and’equitably done;’
- Jet:usleave-this article as we find ‘it; preserv=

, - - ing"toeach ‘man’ the -enjoyment’ of-all his
o rightB T e e e g e T
. ».Now s poll -tax-being in: itself" per' capila;
- it falls ‘alike:upon: the .rich: and;frt'hg’ :poor..
. You'cannot make a distinction;:and say that
S thj_eftnan‘o\lv)ng;g.g;_théusq‘nd:’dbllx_irs:_wo'rftlfli-'of‘
. - property-shallipay.:a pericapita’ tax - of :five:
- "",Sollaré,xnndi'tbe’xl{anz,-ow"ningr Y .hnt:ﬁréd dols:
" . ldrs‘worth: shall: pay a;ffer capita. tax of fifty

.7 .oents ‘or:ond/dollar, " That:is}an imposait
- thing ; for theivery term *‘poll tax'’ indicates:
. "a’ tax.:to “be applied . to 1every.individual’
o equallyy e el e gy Y
. “usAnd thereis another difficulty’that:presents
- " itself-for consideration.. How:are:.we:to dis-.
"' tribute this -per capita.tax;.thig- tax upon ‘the
. .. hesd T-»I8 it to beldid uppn the head of each
- "' individtal:in’a family, or:merely.‘upon: the
" heads'of families?:-I:d6 notpropose'to ¢on-
- .- sider :thismatter-as :affecting . the right tof:
© " suffrage; it bas nothing'to°do with:the:right
- . of-guffrage. "I'shall*view it merely as pro~

: i .&v.'i.. o

t:i8!an:impossible.

B L -t .- [
 this ‘morning, if I wnderatand it:rightly;is
- the! proposed ‘amendmént of 'the jgentleman
.- from “Alleganyi(Mr:::Greene)- to  strike- out
- article:/14 of -this::bill 'of rights, as. réported.
" by+/the ‘committee,."and -8

tlemen:who propose: to:strike:out:this provi= .-

sion;prohibiting the-levying«of taxes byithe. - . -

oll; : andi-to: leave- it in‘ the::power, of. ithe - -

?.eg{slamte to imposo a per capita tax; ifithey: .
{egi'slaturefare A

canitell'me by 'what rule the
to be‘governed inimposing ‘such a.tux. ~Is

viding a: source:of:revenuei; idnd :Iask fen- . .. :

the'man and wife with six or:seven children - -

to:be taxed a dollarieach,;and the manand .
wife'swithno children- to:be:taxed: a:dollar. -

each? : ‘Would: that-be. fairand -just?.:-On

shall:the head of :aifamily-alone:beitaxed; .
whether he has.a half-dozen:children:tosup~. -

ort,-or noi child at:all 2:::0r: shall. wé: fix .-
it:s0 that.every man in:the State, twenty-one - .
years-of . age,:: shall - be’:taxed .one ‘dollary .~ - -
or :five, or:ten dollars,’;as: the: Legislature - - -
‘may:deem <proper? ¢:Shall: we: say: that the . -

of one dollar;:or five do

against. i

LR AR AR ‘."-“:""‘j S
~Whoever dreamed," until ‘yesterd

FER

tax, does not affix the penalty that.if; he

not.pay that: tax; heishall-not be allowed.to . : : .

vote, ‘It is ngainst giving our Legislature the
right to- impose [any such:{ax:at. all,sthat:1

am’contending,|.I'tontend::that-we should - - -

not leave:a power. 80 great:in:the hands:of -

‘our Legislature; one which they may wieldts = . .
the destruction’of this State’'and the.destruc- -

tion of 'the hest interests of the people of :the
State; - oo liin b s i .

S sl

assembled here as legislative bodies:assemble:

We have no lobby here,icrowded :with-indi<-
‘viduals-pressing their:private claims ‘and'en= - .. -
ferprises-upon us.: We are assembled! hereag - .+
a deliberative.body..to. provide measures for . .
the'general :good.-of ‘the: State,-not ‘forthe - !

i}altimorg,'fas".;'-

special benefit- of the city:of

upon a:certain oceasion:in Tegard ‘to ‘a rails:!. -
road 'bill'; not/-for-the: apecial good of Ale:l-. .7
legauy ::county; or: iMontgomery .county: -

‘ : ay whem - -
we heard the assertion made here;that a:poll. -
tax necessarily implied a'tax :upon theright - -
‘of 'suffrage 2. It:can only'be:applied- to:it-by " -
some special - provision :to .that ieffect..-Our.” - ' "
Constitution aAnd; 1aws contain:nosuch:ipros.. -
vision'; nor-has any such'provisiombeen:pro- -
posed: here,~:The - proposition: ‘tocstrike:out = .
this provisionexempting. a-'man;from_jin'qul IO
oes

ER A N T R AT e . ‘:"}’.- .';_:
t:Now 4f T am rightly informed, we are -not .. -

; gooi"mnn,gwho}e&mq:hisi-poor;’-pittanée:go'f; I

ut a dollar a day, shall fay;a.per,‘cqpild‘taxw-i S
: lollars a year,iand.the . ©
.man of substance and means, rollingiin afflns = . °
‘ence{'and‘::-Wenlth,i_a_hnl_l_f;pny the same?-wIt-ig . - -
suchia principle as:that that I am'contending. =

Noné'of these'ontside influences are brought. .. -
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1| to bear apon ‘us. here,: :T'trust:we:are:all- . . ..
asgembled here- for-thegood:-of>the whole . ~ -
State, to protect:the "interests: of: the'peopls. "~ |
of ‘all" the  State, ‘and- especially::to:.protect .~ - .-
the poorman/ from oppression-‘and :injuss. -

-t Now.lef us-ses:what Andrews: on the Rev<-. - - .
enue: Laws says on:this''subject of taxation., = - "
Iread:from page:four ‘of:that workis © i it "
- 4/The’word :'taxeg’". comprehends ‘all:pe=: .. - '

' -1 I




