" vwhich:it is Jaidiout. 1k i pne

* Yduties, imposts, and excises,!’ . are synonyr.
- mm‘miwith;-;a.;qq.;,«:,Thé;‘haya;:nO}:absolum, y:
- distinct:meaning, except that thaword *‘du-;

' tieg'’; is generally:. used ::in:: the .senseof:.the.

- words:‘‘cubtoms,’} or a tax on |the .importa-~,
- - tion of: merchandise or othetproperty;: while:
‘the word:, ‘‘excises’’; is applied|-t0.inland im-:
. posts.li=Taxes:are ;direct or.-indiréct, i Indi~
" rect.taxes must beuniform; and as the Consti-:
~ tution requires;all direct:taxesito, -be :appors

" tioned, it is:avident that.thosej:only. can-be.

S considered:direct;which:can:be:a

‘con _ 3 : rtioned:
o a&mohgz the people of . the different

tates with
frness.tl o o iniretl B

" Note 4, from Smith's, Wealth 'of Nations,:
CBRYBEZ s e e 10 T ¢ 1w il
- -CAThe; impossibility: of - ;
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- axing. -people s
- ‘proportion.to their. reyenue,- by:any. capita~
- tion; seems to have given occasion.to.the:in-

. 'vention . of: taxes.;upon. consumable .commo-

‘dities ;.ithe;State .not; knowinsl 'how-to! tax,

' fdii;ecdyz and::proportionably: the : revenue.of

o ‘its subjects, endeavors totax:it indirectly:

. by.
- it}sxing;,thel:.axpenses;émhiqhi;@t’is.:supposed{:
- in’ most cages, will be nearly/in proportion to

- . their revenue. : Their ;expersa: is - taxed: by:
_taxing -the: consumable,commodities - upon

. " s;According.to the principles Jaid down here,
- . he takes it for granted;-that: in’gth‘es_e :present
" days-of enlightenment on.the subject.of - taxa~
“tion:it is a matter: of :impossibility -that. any;

-~ fairitaxation can:be.made by | capitation.: I
.. will'not dispute-the principle:that a fair taxa~

__ tion:might:be made upon income;: but I.con~

. tend;'and: A shall insist, as long as-I.am* able
- . toiraise my r-.voiee;fq'mdxis floor,: upan having
. .that old Jandmark, .that:there shall bemd poll.
tax:in-ithe:State -of iMaryland.. :Our /fore-.

" fathers said it. was.grievous; and - oppressive ;

" and let -us reiterate -their language: to-day.:

- - 'Let us:say:to our-constituents, and .especially.
_'!to the poor; who' generally have few:tospeak:

L for:them, that we; will: protect : their: rights;

~thatiwe will:defend - them from|.a: Legislature:
o -that:might,: perhaps,:be influenced .by outsideé

v ressure.'+.-Let . us. give. no’.such ipower 'to
- bodies:that:meet here:'and :legislate;in great
- hasfe and:veryoften: with little caution.. Let.

- ussreserve -that. power- by this ‘instrument.

. Letithis.instrament. say, to: the - Legislature,
- You shall'not step. beyond: these:bounds.:+i »w:
- -iJycanesee . no. difficulty./ in}: making-some

. - amendmentito:this article,* or-to ~the; article

" which::the committee: reported, / giving sithe
_- Legislature the power:to impose-&:tax  npon
_the fncome of. ‘individuals. where.that income

- axcseds : &: certain jamount.. -{Butiwhenéver

- . guch.an amendment i8 offered;:let it have sich:

. am-amount.within: itgelf;asf.will. first supply

" thaswants'.of :the, family:« Let:the wants: of
- - - the!wife:and:thei childrenibe; firat :gupplied;
o beforeswaimpose s:&.-'tgx;-fo e.gévernment;

e ~ ‘.3“ . A . . jJI
. cuniagy:zcontributions;;of : whatever .name; ;|
" which a government.may: impose.on the:peo-.|

- plefor the service of thaState;: and the words The , j v _
féw acres will- find it'as mach: ag he can.do'tot . -
seet-the heavy:taxes: which will. be:put upon - *
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d;;ﬁ:bre'.éspe;biallpinﬁsthﬁé}ﬁzﬁeaé,nii‘en wé

he:mam:that how:kas.a-humble cot:and & -

‘himifor tbe.articles ;which :he consumes. i’ ;.
daily life, without.paying.a pollitax. .o il
{3 :could?not: consent 1o see & taxation:go

forth-in:this-State which.woiild!make any.dif-

iz,:igqi,pnd:théf;prinde in ihis . palace...: Such: tax~
oD
’_p.nqu:bipre'asive:' Lot us éndeavorto do;justice:]
1o each mian/:~Justice will sstand::thongh all:: .
things - else:ihil-us: 1 Itiis mighty; and:like!
truth it will sprevails,- Let- us not.have.it -
‘throwns .;u%;to.i us hereafter.:as. s tauntand-a - -
by-word; You.placed us in:thebandsof alegs °
jslative body ; yon dispored of Gurrightsand
‘our privileges ;. you:sold 18 by a:rcapitation
tax..iLét our-children, yea,ilet-the:children .
‘of the, poor; 8aj to us,’:You, gentlemen, have,

‘that’-were ] itor express. any other.opipion on: -
‘this7subject,  ;T-should:'do it with :feelings of .-
‘malice, with- feelings ‘sctuated by unfair.and"
‘unjust principles:towards/the people:whom I

represent.iit, Tl iy il bl
| 11 Mr:. Nxarsy.»» Iistarted out yesterday in my:
‘opposition:to :any. alteration. of this;article;
‘upon.the-ground that a poll tax was a!voting- -

‘tax.::-1- am :supplied : this .morhing; :by-the
'gentieman:. from .Somerset; .(Ar:'Jones,) who: -
-has taken the &daition ‘that it is not a:voting

‘tax; by'an nuthority:that makes'it as!plain as: -
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 who framed. the: Constitation.'of 1776 describe

‘and. fix: their meaning of;thecword: ‘% poll;!%:. ’

iand they say: itxis'aa.vpting tax,; It id in -one
‘sense a:capitation tax,:but i

and it/isin-that sense. that they introduced it -
'into the:original Constitution of -Marylandiini -
11764 Here:are the wordsiz o vl i -
1 w14 That every -person who shall offer to-vote .
i;’,;f the sheriff, shall (if required by apy’three.
!Ltéd;.,to poll; take: such..oath or. affirmation of-
vention:.or: thé: .

. 1w It: i®'used there for théword ! vota.{’-. ‘You:

t

‘cannot 'substitate-for-it;«and > make sehsge; the. -

‘What'sensé - does.it-make?:: !¢ Shall;«ifi-re=. -
.quired: bY’f“iY-'thr'grrsbns"qntt_]iﬁgd,‘;ovydte,i o
‘before he Lie admitted'to' hésd; take such oath:
‘or affirmation of ‘support and fidelity to1this
'it ~was-’inserted there iﬁp}‘mvéntamﬁtology; ,
ithe word - *¢ vote *' ‘having. been’ used immedi= -
‘ateljupreceding.::WHat ~did ‘our- forefathers -

‘demnation:upon all:poll taxen?ii:They meant

ustall expect to:bs overbnrdened with-taxes.; .

ferencs between the :peasant:inhis:lowly.cots: - .

4s-unfair. It is: unjust...:It is.grievous;, -

done-right,iin preserving: this article-ofsthe . -
bill? pf. rights - of: -this:; Btate..; 1. concsive - .

ithe: sunshine: at noon-day..-THe. vety. . mén

tid.a voting taxy ..

ifor delegates; ‘ot for the eléctors of the Senate,!
ns(qualified:to vote) before he:be-admit<: - S
'support and'fidelity.to this' State’as this.Con- -

\.or latureishall - direct)s
'[Convention:of. 1776, page:859.:] 7174 ,ebsis .

'wordy: ¢¢bead 1’ :or.any other-word :: Suppose: - o
‘weiundertake to:substitute:the word .{{head.”?«

'State;ike: ', NO, sir;- itimeans ¥¢vote)’’ and .. o

‘mead then swhen- they put:théirsseal/oficons - - -



