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.. UM Duwws: i Ag do it being 'grievoubiand’ . - I'wansaying-that'tho/fict'stated fnourbills, i

oppressive,+all ‘taxes! are ‘grievous andiop:’. of rights of 1776;:by: those’who framed ‘our:" ' |

préssive: I ‘never saw-a man-in my life-who'! Constitution of 'that'day, that the-la¥yingof' . = |

- did

t'not ‘consider. it a'hatdship 1o, be''taxed. | taxes'by the'poll-is'grievonsiand ‘oppressive)> "

- Buit'it is one of: those' grievances wé'must all’ is ‘mot “historically’ true, excepting'eo farias.. - - .~
-, submit toli-The'iquestion 1s;' whather: every ! their judgment ‘ini"reference-‘to:: the" people ofi -

B
- - means. ;' Ifi o' has fiot' nieans ‘in‘one’ form;

- and ' has means in‘another form, I.hold’ that | most-of- the colonies that:were engagediin the

the Btate of Maryland is. concérned ; -bécause’

f}itfiS’;an’,.'undo‘ub,tdd ‘fact ‘in' history,"that in+ - .

.. hé should-‘contribute'for/ the support‘of the ' Revolition; ard!in'many of the-States:down?!
~* government from'the‘means'that hé has: #:"" {'to the present day,’théy levy capitation-taxes’ - :

- <'Mr.. Mnuen:"Thé -course of : this>debate ' upon the-people!  They-do-not: consider-it! - -
“ hag at-least shown-one gratifying result; that- grievous and oppressive.::/ Asiia'igeneralifuct;’ -

- there. may’be'matters about>which:we ‘differ : therefore; applicable'to ‘the: péople‘of all ‘the -

. by othérthan: political lines ;' for those who ',
" advocate-andithose. who'‘oppose:the amend- '
.- mentseem’to-belong 10
ofthig body. o1 e

_»The gentleman from Somerset who has Tast |

i“ U'jtation’ taxes'are grievous and ‘oppressive, i/

spoken; .(Mr, .Dennis)* has:very’ ‘properly ! for this amendment{ior for:giving the'Legis<i

States; 'as’a  universal -proposition’ to-be laid ¥ - o ’

; 'down, it:is ‘not trie, 'and’ this Declaration-of' .- -

each 'political party | Righits does not prove it to'be true, that cap=7 ... = ..
i:?r“_,u",'n’.“"_ -

: One: word further.'THe Teason why I'vota’ -

- stated;- that the question before’ the Conven=:|laturs the power to levy & poll tax: hereafter; o L

- tion*now, Is.not whether-a poll tax+shall-be" at any time ‘when’the -necessities ofthe State "~ -

laid, but -whéther: we: shall ‘for all time to < aud'the:country:sre such- that-we'stallbe -
" come‘prohibit* the'Legislaturé, whowill ‘be :"compelled to resort to that system of taxation;” ~ - --
. elected by the same: constituency ‘that have" is this " -We may shdt our eyesto it asmach' .
-sent ' us here, from ever imposing ‘such ‘a tdx, /; as: we please, but the :daya-of heavy taxation: '

. ‘Thatis-the trie question befare this:‘Convens" upon' the "people-of this 'State ‘and of thiss

. givé,"The ge
. (Mr) Marbury) asked if*that'did not demons-"

- .. 'strate‘that:the history 'of the world-down to:
. -that time bad always.shown that tlié levying-

. -grievougand oppresaive. |, 2l L Bt

. of'righfs had | convinced ‘thein" that- it was;

" intend practically to apply this:principlénow:’

- "which:was ‘required“by'the necessitiés 6f the-
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""", . AnneArundel'county, I 'know thers is patri-:

. tion’, . The-inembers of {he ‘Conyention ‘who’
- framed the-original bill 'of rights in'1776; de-"
. clared-as a general-proposition, that thelevy~'
- ing'of: %‘pbllagtax‘; wag* grievous: and' ‘oppres-:
itleman - from  Prince’ George's-

. ofla poll taxiwas grievous arnd ‘oppressive.:

Mot 80; > That is not a proper reading of the|

. history-of our|countiy ;' for most of the tolo=-

" _nies'or States {who-achieved’ our ‘revolution,’

. gave':their- Legislatures at’ ‘that ivery time’
~_the‘power to:impose-just sich a’tax, thus de-

- claring ‘thatin" thelr: judgment: it was‘ not

" Mri ManBuRy! *The'gentleman has misin=
" -derstood: mei+ I'did'not say that>it wasg the’
_““opinion of ‘men ‘genérally that the" proposed

" tax “wan-griéyous. and oppressive;: but that:

.. the‘experience 'of those who ‘framed ‘our bill’

", grievous “and! oppressive, and:ought “to be'
- .abo’lishe‘di-"jgfhhopld‘likgftoﬁak=ahothérgues-,‘
*-"tloni -The "gentleman  says that he does not

.- I-think: he said in the argument the otherday,
-that’he thought we:6ught to have'everything’

.. country."‘Would-tlie gentleman repréfenting”
. ‘thigi county: in: the  Legislature, ‘move; “with:
", that.view,toexercisd the power to levy:a poll’
-~ tax‘ap 'n*fzia“conétituénts?""::3‘ YL TALTT
5 : , Crequirdd it T
.. most certiinlyl would.'« If: necessity ‘required’
~ ~thé-levying'of:a 'poll taxiupon:-the people of

- otism’enought In*my-constituents to come up,

[

‘country; are'-inevitably‘coming. ¥ I-hopé it: =

‘may hot be 80, but 1 fear the’ time will'come:

' when'we sball be 'taxed almost:to 'the extent.

of: taxation - mu-E,ni,rapd + where, as*Sidney® - . -
: : ‘wag’ taxed; from'the’” "~ .
ribbon that decked the:bride to:the brassnails

‘Smith tays; everythin
that wéredriven into'the coffin of the dead. I | .
amfor giving 'thp"‘LefiS}gmxje',- whoshallcome ' |
after-us, the powet, 1f necessity requires it to’.

i class‘of ‘citizens “who are’a

"altogether to the discretion of the Legislature,"

'Whit I say now is;do not<restrict, ' dortlot! .
‘prevent the-Legislature' from ‘exércisingthat: ~~ -
power if theysee.fit. It is,:therefore,:for the: - | -

purpose-of enlarging’ the - basis of taxation;

'the’ menns of-raising airevenue; for the'pur~"
poge ofipaying & given.burthen.of taxes tlt:}?y‘ RER
- X

must: be “paid, - that -Iam"i -'of
ambu_dm"ent.‘”"‘;fi“"-{‘i"‘f‘»" T

' -T'know 'thé'd

{n :favor
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'andT know:that aldige part of the propérty of
the State does not goi on our assessors’. bovks,” -
‘or"conitribntes to the’payment of taxes: It ia

‘almost impossible  for'-assessors to find ‘out’ . O

.and.obtain:the'actual’value of ‘4 man's prop-*

'erty, real or personal: i He'liag'it invested in: i

R

‘such’ way and in such nanner'as'éither; ndér: . . .
|;the existing 1aws, to be'exémpt frém taxdtion,) -~ " -
‘or'it-is'secreted and unknown to'the assessor.” =~ . |
iBut-whén'a poot man has a housé and a:loty: -+ - -

:afid d-cow; and- & horse,’ the aseessors can:go’

‘and bes them;and tey willalways put-them: * .~

'down ‘on’: their:/atsessment -book, and ‘e ig:

ij'j_ ok

compelled o' pay-tazes ‘on- gl propesty; -
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levy such a’‘tax'as:thisi:‘T belfeve thatit'will® = . -
“be;- when levied, ‘s just'tax;-and will reacha’ .. - -
, yare abundantly:ableto: - -
pay ‘taxes and > who' pay’ notbing inowvL: .. .
willingly. leave the thode of:levying ithe'taxs -~ ..~

tion" bf?.ihg'ﬁ,;-.-,)awg;; as REa



