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- -%:The,vote having:been:annod the Legislature:withiaqjower: not- heretofors
1ii;Mr; RiposLy moved: to..amend the amend- | conferred upon themjsbut to:detract;from the
“meutas.amended; by:adding at the.close;: the | poweriwithi.which) under judicial-decision,
.- fallowing;:i‘¢"Nor 'tfun\nuy,ot.ﬁ,er»pu than | the: Legislat ré_;iiain_v',r’sted.r:.k!l,‘héigelght' of =,
. "-the-promotion of:public.education; «ii:501:| authority;i therefore, 4 wills: rest -againsti:his
L e1to enx| proposition;:instead:of:in.favor ofiit.-: Those -
nidmént. | 'who. propose’toletithie law stand as'it now;is,
with all the results: of 'expérience, cannot,.of . -
course, consistently. with. the:view th<t gen- -
:tleman takes,.support hid propositdm,eis iz
i.;/There:is.oneother:matter-toiwbich:I:would -
Tikeitoimnke:a:brief reference. ::Ths gentle- -
'man;’ and: inifact'alli who :have:accupied . thdt
|.side of ‘this question, ‘argue sgainst granting- .
| the'Legislature; power to impose a:qapitation - - -
| tax; 1 because they:say: it will:-be ‘dangerous )
apd oppressive: in its-exercise,:Someé argus = - -
that {t:wonld ‘be-oppressive .to :oné:class:of -
«the:population, and ‘othéra: that»it. wouldbe -
oppressive:to somebody else ;i butithe:gist.of
their argument:was that-they did nat:-want to.
‘grant the power lest:it should be abjused; - If
this theory is;to control-us in‘our:-actionhere,
.weiwould better.not oreate ahy:Legislatars -
at all;.because. the :.wrang thiat:cansbe:done. -
:to any: class of péople'by impblitic legislation
1 QUL ( i -'uoder, thé‘power . to' impose a.capitation tax, .
;{andj‘t at:the'only;excuse or.defense | will be asnothing,can beas pothing,compared
the exercise of such a power should.|:with:the-infinite; wrong. that m;iy:bf.-donn;by-
;- isthat the end-justifies the means; {-any ‘Legislature byran unwise exercise ofsithe
f:no.end,: no.interest of: Govern-,|-powersiwhiph we all agreeure conceded to it. -
JTake.theiordinary powey of itaxation.:.: Here .

" ment which.would be better|subserved; thun' taxation,
" by:niding:the: causé/of uniyersal. or: genéral |iyou .wish: 16 deny.to the:Léjislature the power -

can-be-made to addreas.itself 1o the.

e mstiunces of theparty.. ;I:bave not been.
~-_ ableito’hear anything thismorning resjionsive:
©  to:the.argpment.which:has:been made on this.
- . pidesof.1he House, ith4t suchia:tax would ne-’
_~cessarily be {upcqual,and unjust.:: I believe,:

. -thetefore]; thal.if-the:majority. of".this House:
' ...~ Aredetéxmined-1hat the Legislature shall have,
- -thapower to.pais a Jaw.which. wiil have such:
: ,it:ought to;be restrictéd, and.not.

. iwhen:we;go before the people .with this Con:
-~ stitution, we shall be,met witli the execration.
1. thatiwe ﬁ:ue";.-creo;te&w general: power:in

thatthey: may:not imposé a sensible tax.in
Ahut.direction; one thitwill. nat be.oppressive. - -
. W ed A | Yetiyou.concede'toithe ;Legisluture:;the moat -
- Legislature ta:impose a: head| tax. - - - |:irresponsible  'power:rof : .generyli taxation.
. - kwliconcede that ghe power.ipdirec 3.5 |!W.hat :if theiLegislature.should: passia tax = .
-+ .gnd T muke thpt: concession; ppon:ithe theory:j:law. mki,n?g::'niiie,t.ebthsf,oft&‘;mgtp's;prope‘rtr~ S
-of)this:decision,of Chief Justice.Le Grand, ou |:for taxes, ‘or.that.one-half of; every' man's- -
revenue:should: be paid .in for.1axes:; .,/That -

o ~ the,Court,of Appeals,..on:the:review of dhis |:rev ,
:i81possible ns'atlaw.. UThat'would..be:Consti-.

- - - very;13ih articie in. the bill. of rights, that . _
' thépower:existsin:. the State,-either for'rev- [-1utional. Thatwould hé,witbin, the.proper - \
~ -enue;or;for_ public:purposes,ito: impose-a.tax |limits of: their. power'.. “No doubt.it;would:be -
| ionithe person.»: But it doeg:not address itself; |:an abuse of power, :Itiby no: meuns follows - -
§ 1thotighi.it; substantially: exists: there, :to the | thut if . yowgive the: Legislature the; powerito
-+ sLegisiature dmpose.n: cupitation: tax they: will ‘necessarily -~

ot .ithis,‘grave; formwhich: the. ‘
.- “Convention .will:give;to it y:the open; and:| use:thut ta oppressithe people,‘any.morg than - -

‘ : El’u:gtidnw;:Wn_ fmny‘,dipgnispi; ag,we pléil to:impose:a :capitationtux:uponi-thetheory .

. idirect; ayowal of:the;purpose ta confir on'the
- - "iLegiglature thé power:10;tnxmen. irrespective.
’ ,their! circamstances; simp}yiupon- the'the-
y:that:theyiare men. s To take away there:
re;from.ihe offénsiveness of the proposition,.
;much’as id:my, judgment.we can take from.
t;.L, propose to limit the power of the-Legia-
ively:to the pur--

ture by.confining. itiexclpsively to the pur.
. co y

al

r.the present Declaration;of R
Legislature may,impose
propositiod:he now:off

d,:| pay. & licenze; an

.ation by:passing liws.that:will-be oppresaive.
iri-Mrs Micren;id:do:notithink;tliegentleman

-correstly stutéd the.degisiqn /of):the,Courtof -
- Appeals;snl-do notrthiink:.that they decided .
‘that.it was conmipetent; wuder:the 18th:article:
‘6f ;the:billiof rigbtsifor the Legislathre to tax -

| the person.; ‘The:amisenients.of - the :pédple, .-

‘they; Bay, may; be taxcd foryparposes of rev- - .

ief | enue or;us:a’police regulation..The question -

|before the Court wasqwhiether'a gentlemanor -

: apri_vnte,club,‘rkee({'xinga@illfngd,t,'ab e,shonld . ~ -

. | and they.sald it was competent .
; {‘g rtheyLegislathre to.imposein-tax..faria -

nse. ’I:do not: think' that;covery;ithe.case .-
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‘that:they willabuse the genéral power ofitax-- -~

from;: Baltimore -county] (Mes Ridgely): has
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