- that slavery is insecure,. .

" tors for whitailaborers.. -

in:this.State, .

| bas taken nlmost the exclnslveimonopely of

.~ the legislation of ' the State.. ; Now, what has
- endangered. the institution of. sl&very? Fonr
- years -ago the. Constitution of ‘your coudtry
was like a wall of firearound that 1.|slimuou.
- As the gentleman. from Baltimore city. (Mrs
. Cushing) said this morning,: you' could: go

into the streets of Boston, and- summon the’

_-smilitary force of Massachusetts to.aid you to
- get your slave and return him to'hondage;
and however reluctant they might be to.come,
still they would come. . ' The whole Northern
country was a- hunnng-gtonnd for -escaped
. alaves. ; And there was no powerin thairState.
. governments, or in:any other gorernment, to
. touch the institution of. slavery. . It was se-
ocurely: walled in and hedged up on allsides.
. The :Couaslitation of the United: States | |was
.the hedge about it, the wall of fire to. proteet
‘But in the day of their power, in the day
'of tbemme.dness, they- repudiated . that- pro-
. tection,” they attempted: to  break down| the
- Oonstitution which' protected and sheltered
them. It is their own fanlt that slaves - thave
-.depreociated: in’ yaluej it is)their own fault
ey have done it
~* themselves ; -they. have worked their. own'de-
‘stmcuon, and if slavery dies:it.dies: in the
_ . .house of its friends.". _They have: -wrought the
" -ruin, of their. own institution. : They.:were
" not content with the security-and. establish.
*ment of slavery in- all; the slave. States,| but.
.- -they must'extend it over-all theterntomee of
. the United-States; and they  even: contem:
-plated -the: re-opening of. the- African slave
trade, | Asloog:as they bad thecontrol of
" the Government in-all -its: departments, they.

" were willing to wield it for their own pur-

~-poses, But the moment the sceptre passedinto
_qther hands, that moment: they took up: arms

' to.destzoy the:Government which they could

~ nolonger control.- And: then they. mee the
- piteous. howl here. uboue the dopreciauon of
- theirslave property.. :
" -~ Thes gentleman from Gherles (Mr Ede en,)
among ;other: arguments.. made use - of this:

.. That if slavery:is abolished in- Maryland, all

o the slaves will ‘be turned loose.npon t "oil

... of :this St.ate, and there will be a: tide of} this.

' gopnletxon come in'here that will overrun.the

- Statey and . fearfully interfere with the. nghts
".- of white labor. . Butbefore he:bad: prowededv

'much further he siid_that the. negroes  were

lnzy aad indolent—and others bore him out

in that:remars—and that the most-of ‘them
- - would get into our penitentiaries-aud alms-

- houses.::. Now,: both- of |these: propositions

- caningt! be: correct. .. Bither ‘thiz class of our

" population are not 80 jroorand worthless and.

" thriftleas:as they are represented-to be, orelse

" they cannot make such. fonnidable competxo

- : , ma i ‘f .

ol NOW‘, tbeemuncnpa.lionofelminMaryland;
‘ .Mnomddanythingfmhe tumber of negroea.
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is: Jnst now ,
way; .that tﬁere is1a: great denl oficonfusion -
in-the old. fabric, and  with a view.to-restors -

-want-to hold the. :
itis bntnatural thus: they should' oppose this .
{ For, incorporate this provisionntg "

_ »Wa:;want now: vostly more:la-’
o boc in the.Sme of anyland thnn we ha.ve.;

Mney; of one ﬁelde ATe: te-day nnenltivated -
for the waat ofi Jabor.: - In fact there neven:

was 8 time in ‘Maryland when: we bad labor .~ - .

enough + @ive these people the:same motives
that ‘you give other .people to.work ; ‘give-

them ‘Wwages for.their lubor; repeal your.laws. -~

disquahfying them from engaging in thesame

pursuits’ as jother men, givo-them an:even -

chince ‘to: meke a. hvehhood e.nd..zhey wxll'j;
work ‘well-enough.. - 4 :
.The gentleman from St Mary’a (Mr Bil-"‘
hngsley says’ that thisattempt to:abolish:
slavery: in the Btata:of; Maryland - is. the re- -
sult-of a sickly gentimentalily; of a morbid: =
phnlanthropy, -and: has - no:foundation :in -
reason and justice.. Now, I'can understand
why- gentlemen who entertain : these . views ~
oppose-this measure; . And'l:will'do them the
justice to-say that had: I.been brought. up:as
they have Leen, had 1. been nurtured among
sluves;, and: had". my property been-in slaves;

I should perbepe feel as they-do. . Butthatis ~ |
by no meang certain, for-there are men upon - -
.this floor; wt act with. me; and yet'they are

slaveholders| . But the :presumption; is: that

-under the same circymstances I wounld-act ag - l

they do, - A‘nd there.are -many Tessons: why: .

they should do so.. They have had ‘theirloy. -
.cast -in-ratber, pleasant places.: S
slaves to laborfor them, but -

‘they have bad the entire control of.'the whole

‘They bave
not. only’

'mm.hxnery ot' government, state and national.

Now; the: reason. . they oppose:’ the .intro~ o

duction of this- article into _the.’ bill". of
rights:is. that they know that free 'soil .will
produce free schools ; free  schuols . will .en~ -

gender free thought ; "and free thought- will . . - .

elevate the massea They thiok-that-society
‘a great deal topsy-turvy any. -

the equilibrium they are opposed to-the abo- -

lition of slavery,.and-want to keepthings .in' |

their old trim.. - Now, in these slave counties
where  this..gtate of-things predominates, do .
you see the greasy. mechanic,:the) small-fisted-

‘furmer, - the man-who has worked:his way up

by his own {ndustry, and - who.has! acquited -
a little edueation—-do you :ges: onex: of /that
clags of men come;up -here from :those ¢oun~ -
ties ? Very rnrely. . The’ controlling: classen
ower. they have.got;:and -

article; -
our Consuh!tion, aad:you will immediately ‘ -
intraduce free schools ;. and free schools. will -
excite free: thou hts and free -opinions; and
there will be. aArush ofifree immigralion into -

-those. counties; and. a differént: class of. men

will"get “hold - of the helm.  It: is with this’

‘view::that they oppose: thisimatter:: They

want_to; hold :the: powen of sthe:Stateé, and

theyi can only: hold 1L by keepmg the rmaelen -

id- 1gnomuce 0 P EI T
“ aTbesgentlem&om Charles.fg;l:r. Ede]en)' _
puts this question. How does it happen that, -




