' probosition " & navel and. stardly
. that no governmenthas ever undertaken'to |.1o
- do what is. proposed; to be done by this
. ‘articld;-aid - hénes whén: judgment: cofes
- to-he '-pronounced‘;npm'rr_it;‘bc}*f & court- of*
. domipétant' urisdiction, - that”
. affivm’ thab: toutts:wever before-Hall to: pi
. onf guch; action{by ‘any governnient
- parbof the wold. " v s T
.7 {Gentlemen appear, startled dt thenovelty
. oF:miy:proposition; that this artiglé: violates
~'ths Gondtitution of - the > Unitédt Statésiby |
" impiring thio: pbligation- of -contracts aind-
" divesting’ the' rights ; of creditors. " THe
- movelty of - tb'el:propbsitiou,%Mr;i Presiderit,
. results’from the! novel
" action.”. 'When"'a*vgovernment" ‘abolishes.
- slavery and: contpensates’ 7 of |
- slaves; the compensition stands:in pldce] of
.~ -the  slave propéfty,, and ‘no’ contract is
_- thereby impaired. ;, The money: feceived:or
' paid is:substituted in‘lisu.of the slaye prop-
erty abolished:'| :Mr./Clay’s wqrdstheraxe-
- _cur fresh to mysmemory,in discussing. a
: Bropo'siti_o‘n. 80 ‘novel::;ut ¢ Nol'dnél-of iithe
- t,l,,ropenp_spbwza -G e
. nor any-other. of* the’ ptvers |
- uidertaken 15, %"Phﬂhﬂw‘"’,'l zf}%,‘hgf}"-"‘ll:

. canmidtbe i provision ‘whicks :impdite the |

obligation:afi-cdntéacts; audishence uncon~

.. #titutional-as to onei pérson'antimbt:fo.asto
- dnothér;i < Whitiis the'resnlt 2w Ib will tbe
. this;i~When gentlemien hiive.qonsumindted
.+ - this socheme, andiwant to'carry it ont, and:it
. ‘is:tested:in the-courts; it.is mylegal:opinion
. thatitiocofirt in‘thecountry will-degide it

. to be constitutionali+ ' The'Supreme:Court:
- will:detide’thus it is unconstitutionals: Tn=.
- stead of abolishing'slavery by 'this: clausé;

slavery:will-/still exist) bechuse thearticle

- will be:declared unconstitutionall 1 ive
- ¢ Gentlemeniyaférto the'abiolition-of slavery
. in'the Districtof Golumbia: - This' questiow
|- of the abolition of slavery without compen<
“ tion never “wab raised- there, It never was

resented bafore. - There never 'was suthva

| case’iin the' history of ~ ther warlt i Im-
. mhediate’. emancipation’:intthe': District  of
" " -Golumbiny:to” be* carried out without com=
- péngation;never { was - advocated:: :Slavery

".ir'the District'was-abolishedtupon: thie-basis

of compensation::: Emarcipation . was-nob

.- 80* consummated in’ Mussachusstts or any=

© -where: elsel 1 I¢ dlways «tookieffect: grad=
" udlly;»1 It whs'mdde.'to operate upon slave

. propertyto: be boro|‘after:a:certain-future

tim&. It provided' thitiall- those! born af-

| _sm;_nu;hqu_grlfenuémeg may look at the
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onie=-haveé:evervéritured to do-it without
making':.compensation:*:to “the :: ownersi’

were ' under;that: obligation:-to which-ail
men-ought-tobow—that obligation of ‘éterd
rinl: justice; which .declares - that:no man
ought-to'ba:deprived of :his property withs

any constitutional injunction”r'inhibition;
the restriction imposed by:the oblizdtion:of
justice remains; and I.contendithat that

ahd tyrannical to tse the power, without at
the'same: time. making the:compensation.”
He then prooeedsto argue,. that .where the
FederdlGovernment ‘emancipates; the'Coh<
stitution entitles'the:owneér to compénsatiot

liberated: ::And:the reavoning applies: witk
equal. force”to thie Btate, wherethe State
undertakes to :liberata: the .slaves  of ‘her
citigans, i, L AR s e
' "But to returi, Mr: Président. to iy’ pro-
positioit, that' unless : compensdtion' is' pro-

will'violaté the Constituticis of ‘the Unitéd
States; which prohibitd”a’ Stata- frony Pass--
ing any. law! impairing the. obligation of
contracts, .. I ask,you, sir, upon. how. many.
exipting judgments, mortgages, billsiof sale,
-bonds - nnd contracts will- this article oper~

mdltitiditious- lost > of- -Texg:z -4

and rightsithidt would beaffected., - . -
LTt will ‘notdo o’ éay the broperty’ is
valueléss, .. Itmiay not .be as, valugble as it

was once. - It -is worth: something... Who_

| will'say what it-may:be worth one,.two, or-

three years hence:2.:; The value of. the pro-
erty: does nat-affect the principleinvolved,
i Conventjon hds né moré coitstitational
;power to'adopt this” article, without provi-
"ding comipensatioli; than'it lids to pass any
law:.or; ordinance iexpresslyprohibited: by
theiCoitatitution’ of.the United States. - -
.~ Phe'doctrinie’is'85' plain that the pissagd .
of ¥he'article, ‘in its present ‘form; withoat .
cotipengdtion; will intpair/the obligationof
contnicts, that’it 1sa’ work of ‘supererogas
tion farther o afgue it. > (- & 3.0
i Tniithe :%’;e{lt;: casa-of  Ogden’ gnd;_- Saun+
‘ders, (12, :WBeat,. 214) “onb :of "the.: judges
says;.;‘e‘A:i‘ai'.mhinh in any shape exempts
any’ portion of. a.idn’s  property must im=
paiy thid oblithfqp?éf ‘the c‘ﬁ:)@tmct;?; tAnd
thelicdse ‘of | Forsyth-vs. Chambury) R, M. /

Charloe's Reyo}te; g7 524 s 881, fur-
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They- were undes:no: such - constitutional
obligation-asil-have refertod to:;. but ithay

out-full: and just ‘compensation: for its valuel *
_Bﬁ“!':‘,..’t.--lf':_:ther‘:Y’ower.,.tjs unrestricted; by

wouldibe sufficient: to render it'oppressive -

to' the full extent of: thie-value ‘of- the slaves -

vided 'for the' ownets of’ staves, thid article -

ate ;- Timje would fail me to pecify the - -
g' contribls - -
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