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a . government “undertook to Erotgdt.ihiﬁi-}’in‘;’nll
" of his rightapurticularly 4

, 1 oie of life, liberty
and ‘property. -/ This - corsiderdtionbeing the:
inducenient:to"the'compact, aily ‘government
necessirily looscs itslorce and;virtué, and’

" entikel§ fails‘of the purposes for: which 1t wis

- formed; when it does: not Becure’to:the citi-’

- wéh:Buppory-and’ profection ‘in’’those’tights,

. And no.government can expect from'its citi-

_coontry.’. Like ‘ ‘ [ woul

- - -#agoner thav'my eyés-had been closed'in:dénth.
. than:to haveiwitnessed:the:present:condition
of.ouronce happy+landi; -a" condition: which
-allithe statesmen:of the ‘past:predicted would:

" ugrive,swhon-ithe . politics’.of ‘the:country.

youa either obedience:er-support,:whith:fuils

.-br:i8 incapable: of giving ‘thissprotectiun
| ‘Burke, in-one-orhis:mostbeautiful and forci=
| bly‘written'letters, takes;thg ground‘that man

would have be¢n more happy and would bave
occupied a higher:sodial condition bad’ he're--
mained: in a dtate.of nature, ‘He furcibly ar-

“giies}thatvall ‘thebloydshed; troubiles; and’
.- difficultics to:which’mah hng:bech Bubjected;
~ - are'to beatiributéd: to'the formationiof polit-:

fcal'and chiirch governments.;: Whilst Feans

- niot'entitely-agree 'withihim“in"hid oonclu:

- slons,ihithoagh theyi‘are’ supported’by- pows
. ful'reasonin| ‘And-almost!‘convincing “proof;.
- yetiit mast: be: admitted By alt who unders

- Btand:anything of the'phijosophy of ‘govern-
© - menty that man'wouldibe ' better in!a‘ntate'of
. "niture than the sabject of any: Stats origov-
- erament iwhich: fuils. or{g incapableof giving

bim:-protecilon’ s <. a1t hox :

i

. .one.who'felt 'that‘interést in'our fustituticns

which ‘true patrjotism alone’ jnspires, and

-whoentertain{an:abidingHope in-the great-

‘ness and future growth and-happiness-of': his:
'John Qnincy/Adams, T would

shoildybedome entirely: isectionul, iwhich-un-.

"~ fortunatelyorag thecase at the'last presidential
- “@lection:::To riflect for:a -moment: upon the,
+  degraded condition:to: which' the:politics ot
- - our Sinte aiid coontry’hag! fatlen,ithe' demo: .
" ralizatign: prevailing:-everywhere; sand :the
- handi intoswhich: the"direétibcabd control:
. ofafliirs 1are-pluced, is:thd ;anly solution: for-
~.~the injustice:which-thismeasure.pro
- infigt OpORXUR. v il o 476kt
. «odf, 8- comestio-inatitation,” recognized: and:
. . -protected by. the.Jaw,sbviwhat'authority:isit.
¢ mow:nitemptedito be wrested trom=us?:115 it
_“bynsany authority: of -thig Oonstitution.iand’
~- - aws: of;the!United! States; or-of ithe:State of
- flﬁggyldnd,?~p3L deény that-dny- st
Cooexisle, e

gbmf:_xb.
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21 1t is frue;:that in' ‘timé (ol war/nitimé of.
ininsidn':by,:p.;:-ipublio};‘_onemy:‘;xdn:ingutperéx_-’_

‘istence of martial law, private projerty-may:

. be tAkem for: public/use-switkiout:the conbent.
- of the owner../:/This is:from milltary nwetessit:

ty, bit:Btory;iandiall the:otheriwriterd apon

* conatitntionalLaw; Iaye downighé!principls
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" tafu’of: his- natorali‘rights' for the’ bensitiof |
.the:whole; aad*inconsideration:theréof the

a5 fully. establishédjand rééognised by all ke
civilized: nations : of - thedearth, ~that inall

cases - to-justify: /it thers-must'"be 'a present. . -

overruling neceesity: for--g0 .doing; {and"in
everycase:the owher iof thé’property is:en~
titled to conipensation:from:-the‘government:-
- . T-undvrstand that'the government:claims -
thé right to take possession of:the ablebodied

sluves, suchias-dre cipuble of .bearing arms;

nnder- this war-pdwer, s 'a: military. neces~
sity, treating them Lof “course as- propertys -
All:such; of cqurse; "the'goverument of ‘the
Unitbd States’ aréresponsible.for-to the'own=
ers. 7Bt chqbgo::rqmént -In .its policy has

gone.further-; they now:nat only.take those
capable -of-bearing- arms;-but-théy foreibly
take and: declare:ires the-families:ot ‘thiose:
whoenlist ;i they-offer indutementsito slaves of
every/age nnd sect to:léavetheir-owners-and
ropair-to . Washingtoncity, where'a-depotiis

‘established forithem; -and they.are supported -

at'the .c 0st-of-the-government; and:they-re-
fuss:to deliverithem:to their dwners‘tﬁapnl'd&e
process of law.’/It|is/true; thut'asa’domestic
institnition ithe people:of stie 'State nmiay-abol-
ish-it; butithere must:appear o preseat' ne-
oessity for:§o--doing;:and i a]l’ cases u’ just
compensation-must be h)yardfd to:the owner; -
‘Wilt the gentleman frord: Bultimore éity (Mr.
Stockhridge) show!usiwhen:he comes to make -

Sty T { his speech, any.-law:ori precedent authoriging
. »+/This, Mr:: President, isia- sad reflection 'to

Ahe infliction of shch:an; Outm'%"e. -upon‘‘the
citizen 7+ -I'defy - himi -to show retther’ law- or
precedent as-ever recognized -or.pricticed.by
civilized nations!i:"I also admit that the pro-
perty:of any.citizén:-who may: bé:guiltyiof
treqson ggainst the: government may :be con-
fiscated:undér-existing laws, but this:can'only
be .dorie:by. the-United: Staies:: Qourts-upon
dieiproof, after-a;full-and: faic: hearing, in
whichithe .party;atcused -must have:the:aid
.ofi‘counsel;- procespes 'for his witnessys, and

trial.by-jury:ifrherequires it-: .o .oy T

T hisy:Mr. President, i3 a: moat -important
.quegtion; and:-we -may ‘well- hesitate’ und ask
-ourgelves if iwe- are, in the’ preseut:unsettled
condition of the country;in the excited atats -

ofithe public-mind/-growing ountiof: the daily
scenes ‘of;:butchery;:blood:hed,- desolation,
andidestruction passing iground us, in.u pro-
per-sidte of smindito‘epter-upon this change,
or to:fully aud faitly;consider-it in ull.ofVits
hearings, a8:it may:affect.thie presont as well

-as-theifuture. i« Iisioeertly :think 'we are nof
pow-inhat, frame ;of :mind o .attewpt such -

an:imporgent thange:; we'cannot.raise-gur-

selyes ubave.the passingiscenes and:ihe .pass
‘sion andprejudicés  avhichi:they: necessarily
producy;.toeuable ius:to.igive ‘the .question
thateglm/ dispassignate, and:wise considera-
tion whichutsimporianca demands.:: "Webad
betterilet.aveld mughralone.: e il",'_a‘i':{!:.‘."a lh.
A greatideal hasipeen aaid: heretin roference
t0;the present-condition.of . the slaves.and .the -

begefits which jwill:be conferred.upon themiin
case’ they” are machmitted inithe. State. <. I
P ; LR ,




