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T existingamongi. « i ioal Lpad die )

1 It tookideepériroot iniithe:;Hebrew nation

- 'fter their settlement.in.Canaan,-and.we'fiid

, ‘ " -thumane laws.enacted: for'its regulationt-Jn-
. " .deed, s0:carefullyrwas the.person: ofithe slave.

. - iofithe' Roman govetnment; . of s which~ Pales-

o -Prptedte‘d"‘;-‘thatwpent)nalj.-linjnry,‘mchms.theﬁ.

088 6fran:eye:or:an tooth, - entitled him:to

- fréedom, - (Exodus 31.::26,37.) <5 Lt
.~ ..TheNew Testament treats slavery:as an.ex-
* ., -+isting institution:! deeply:rooted «in ithe ilaw,

3

"1 jtine'was a province;as:well as.in:ithei preju-

1 .. -dicesrof the ipeople. :: Neither.Jesns  nor: His

" apostles-tayight Tebellion against civil authos<

'. z-:But:what.was enjoined-as: to;; the. masters
- ‘Theugh they werenot commanded.'as an im-
" - médiate'nnd imperative duty,:: to remancipate,
"< their:slaves; yot they were:enjoined:; to’treat:

éing"to';the<*‘pri_‘nciples'r.mﬂ.,jnati.cel'
‘7 and-equity, 5! Ye'mastersido the!same:thing:
: ,I‘:lh)ithe'm‘, forbearingithreatening!: knowing:

" " themiaccor

lity nor-reaistance to' properly enacted » lawa.|

" . «They conld:inot:~be convicted: - of treason,;
.« “neither did'they needlessly ‘array :prejudice
O oogningtihemys t o din s s sp e oo
*  ~;-Noriwasiit:necessary:so to rdosin order:to
. work.out -the. sbolition i of: islavery rinithe
- .church;:and’ they difl not:aim.at:being nation-
_ 7‘ -al reformers..:: - e HEHA neTaptgadd -‘,:.,1; e
- twiHadislaveholding been' sinful:)in..itself, it
- . ‘would ‘haveibeen their- dd:{':‘:ato’ .-idsist..upon
-~ its repudiation a8 a conditio
. inthechiurch.. :Butit:was'not- necessarily so:
- it becare’so ronly through' the “abuses.which
-*.” «too maturslly sprung from:it, the cruel oriun--
. «Just treatment of theirservants. . Hence,then,
-, a8 now; s!man night be:aslaveholder and yst
o -aneminent Christian. . Still ithe:.relation.of:
... anaster-and bondman,  between: man and mnn,.
© . sndin‘mauy.cases -between:Christian brothers
- wag anomalous-and*contrary :to::the.apirit of
-, ithe Gospel.: - We find ‘the enactment of laws:
“-for.ithe! goverament iof .the  church- which,
.- woulddead tb.its gradual abolishmeat. Thus:
i .80 farafrom;: rece vibg:liberty -to +break-the
-~ bonds and repudiate.the: duthority..of: their;
- anastets—whatever.may be said--ofthisasa.
. natural and:iunalienable: right-—slaves: were.
. * vequired to-obey with alacrity; rand.: with /a
_‘sincere’ tdeslre” to !do stheir:- duty...ito their
' -masters:as a.partiof their duty.to Ghrist-—be-
t '_ing:snbmiasire_fto‘l.thQaDtvlne ‘will:in this as
- dn‘eve
. theyimight:be brought by .:the providence of,
-{Qod.. Thongh'a: servant::yet . was: he: the
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other tiying wsituationinto. which!

“Lord’s freeman.:: (1008 7:2123. ) wovvri i3
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at your-master-also.is: iny Heaven:;‘; neither,

" ! ix there yespect of personsiwrith :himi!'}4! Mas-/
" 1eragive.unto«your:servants that /whichais
" 7just'and'equal.’!(Cols4+:1; Eph. 612 8.) i » |

"5 Now,-justice requires:that. all,their..rights,
" as'men; &9 husbanda aud-:as: parents .should:
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i&»peculiar!to;A?fgicansalavery::to,dgy,m'

ow .

- 104kiese Taws An tegrard to. slave
erally: acknowledged - and.iobeyed-—and:;we
‘proféss to be & :Christian nation, goverued by

:natorilly:iand ‘healthfully: as-

0 be mINOTB. s 1.t b fard
! Yo vegird:to (e
‘perverted’case of On

ildren, cease
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was bound to Philemon either by his parents
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"Now, can anyihing elas’he prov
ferred from the fact tha
ia /a8 commion’for, Appre
forslaves. . . .
fugitive from

7 i

go ‘in .violation of . the; explicit.,
ds the retnrn of the fagitive—'

dwell with'; thee, even among you; ix:that
.notioppresgihimill - L sy iy b vaae

iconverted; was! desiraus;of xreturai

suggestion of  his;own. mindy o5.0f: ths; Apos-
Alg;*does.not appear ; for: the, éxpression; used

‘that he hadwronj

as the Apostle ‘acknowledges
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the laws of God—~firat the: evila: of; slavery, -
and:then! slavery.iiself,; would égm»»ia;w;\ya as

e rysEnY o
iétiﬂépglybl_tpdah‘nd"much S
At Juésimus;: who ‘is'‘alleged .~ -
‘ag's runnway blave roturned to'his master'by -
lthe nhthbrity ‘of dapostlé=L'éay in.the'firat, - -
‘plade there is nothing to prove'that Onesimtis -~
was'nsliive,’ THat *he Was'aperson -held 1ty -
‘wervice'by’ Philemon' is true;: but that would - -
be equally trae‘on’ the'supposition ‘that he -

‘of ' ginrdian ‘of by Himself voluatarily ‘fidan”.

word used to; designate his copdition, or lti- =
hat hie rahaway.? aajt ©

itices to runl.awey. 88 -

“Thiat Pan) Teftined bimto s master a8n -

fugit i justice s ‘ag contrary tothofacta. -
oF the case, s it 1a gratuifously assumed. .,
.., Paul.could.scarcely be considered as dolog. -
101 ¢ it command. of ..

‘God, recorded  in tDeut'.a-,28;rrvr:;iﬁlz:16,&’.Wh10h,' o
forb , {iThonghalt
inot deliver unta;hls;maater the servant which . =
i escaped.from.hismaster unto thee;; he:shall .. -

i.++The.facts; of:the; cage would .seem. {0..be - L
these: 't For;some reason., Onesimus, ,itmli‘ei;x T
-toshis -
former maater..-Whether:thia aroge from the .= =

by ‘the::Apostie. .on this.subject, \avemspps,. -
i*“whom I-have sent again,'/;does inot ‘neces- .- ..
isarily. inply: that hie pven:propoged it'to:blm, . - - -
.muchilees’commanded it.:; At:all ‘events the . -~ '
 réturn’ was:voluntary ‘on: the part’ ofiOnesi~..
mus.»:E réeasonthat!;Paul :sent .him! withia -~~~ -
1| let(er to Philemoni o secure:his kindly-recep- -
'tlon.1 Many-reasons;may have inoclined One~ -
_simus to return, forit is noluncommon:octur-. . .
'renice for rmnaway. apprentices and sefvants .~ ..
whea they haveseen :andfeltithe, misery.of .. .. .
‘being/among étrangers.and:in:want, to:wish' - -
themsel ves:back atithejr former:honjes;orhe
may; have,felty now: that he: was converted; - -
shis master:in gdme'way .
8 the.. A : edges !‘ that lnutihe
East:hedwaa.ghpi-oﬂmbre,'l.'.vandf:‘nbvmhe was
esirous of; repairing: the wrong.i-Or hemay .-
}i&ve had friends, ot tkindred»whori 'he was. -
DR L , : ' :desitous’ of -seeing again.;iAny ~of. those:ds - ° -
.77 be regarded.::-And: these rights -are + not-de~ auficient:td suppose himi'desirons of returning’ -
', tefmined by the:civil laws;> but:by; the laws:

S d _ {to'his formermabter;iand ‘hence ho sought:the -
. : ;j.\nrleﬂd'.?i,g‘-‘f.:'l."."'of’" 's’n'l."«i‘,'\;l;_'j:i .‘]’-)E;{ »it > by

kindlys intergosiionlof; Baul. o’ secaro.his -

‘place. which 'he-shall-choosa. in jone; of:thy - : o
.“M:.Whemﬁi&:;lm_‘h‘h‘m-L,bes"._;':thoul Ghﬁlit'_ o



