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" influence the -education of the citizéng of the

- State has upon its.natural .wealth, ' I-think
they overlook the fact - thatimore substantial
increase comes to a State, in manufactories,

- in commerce, in trade, inagriculture, in every.

* department of labor by the application to those
‘departments - of labor -of infefligence,. than

- from any other single thing or institution that

- theState can possess,. . : .\ - .., .

.+ .-, The whole object of. your committee was to
necessitate that the very next session- of, your
legislature after theadoption of this constitu-

_.tion, should in spite of the’ legislature, give

you a uniform 8ystem of free common schools. -

1 ask you, gentlemen| to look-at the past and
say if your legislature has ever yet given you
such o system. I ask you to take.a lesson
from the past; and by its light read. the pro-

_ bable results of the future. | I ask you what
probability there is that in any ordinary ses-
~ sion,of your legislature you will find & uni-.

. form system of free public education passed
‘through? - . o ' ‘ i
I think it m ‘

" * question, whether this convention does desire
: for the citizens of this State, pcor and rich, a
- sgstem of free common school education. = I

" . think it resolves.itself simply into .the ques:

. tionif they do believe that the prosperity of’

this State requires it ; and if they believe that
this, when the.State has. cast off. the trammel
that has bound it for many years, is the aus-
.. picious time to
. State, . -
. . Ithasco
_ bers, by what procéss I know not, thatall
ower in this report is given to-one man. -It

‘18 simply made . obligatory| upen ‘your legis-

. lature that at its first sersion it shall provide

" a uniform- gygtem ‘of  free [public edncation.
. That you might have reitérnted . in"the cars

_ of -this legislature until the judgment trump.
should sound, withoutany effect. . Therefore |

your committee did not _stop there, but pro-

_ ceeded to say. that in case of a failure upon
“the part of , the general 'assembly ‘so to:pro-

. vide, the system reported |to it—under the
“first section which you have passed—by the.
‘State superintendentshouldbecome a law and:
~have full effect as, if . enacted -by the generul
_asgerpbly.  Is that one-man power? ' If your

- general assembly donot provide another sys-
. .. tem .of .free common 'school . education;it
‘takes the responsibility ‘before the people of.
“accepting the one offered.| It leaves on re-
- ~cord that it found:in that report of ‘the Stafe
-, superintendent 'no | single  pravision with.
. whichit could disagree, and that the report

" /of the.State superintendent, in every partic-
" ular, met therequirements of the repregenta=
., tives of the people of Maryland through the
* “legislature. Thatis all itdaes, -, .. r
i ,.+-1t is notlikely thatthere will/be found no
. man ina]l thatlegislature withenough interest
- ,in the whole subject of common school edu-
~ cation to attempt to .improye and perfect the
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ercly. resolves itself with the-

innugurate & new. era in our-

me into the mind of some mem-

system, and ih‘ cage the legislature do :not
‘touch it, it is'the same -as saying to the peo-
ple.of the State that upon consideration-they
are perfectly content with the system' pre-
sented by the State superinitendent.- ; - = .
Thatis all.. Yet that one thing secures.to

legislature - #" uniform system' of. public in-
struction. " It becomes a law like any other

subject to.modification at subsequent sessions. .

community.  Therefore, to the amendment
of my colleague of Baltimore city, I.had not
the slightest:objection. - I did notsuppose it
became indeed alaw, but was to Have full
effect ag if enacted by the. general assembly ;.
and I thought'it ‘would be manifest to every -
-member of the convention .that the system
would - be: subject .to' such alteration’ and -
amendment and. modification at subsequent

djent to .that body. Your commitice be-,
fieved ‘that a|general outline would "both
guide the State superintendent and the legis-
lature ; that-it would be well to leave to. the
Statesuperintendent the duty of reporting
to the legislature a skeleton system; and let -
the legislature take the responsibility of either
accepting the system presented by the super-
intendent orimproving it, -~ -~ .
- This. question was fully discussed in- the
committee. = They did not adopt the board of
education, of: one from ench election- dis- .
trict, -because. experience has shown that -
‘upon such boards the work is -done by two .
or three only of the - boards of school. com- -
missioners in_ the various counties. Nay,
more; [ have been told that in sowe. coun-
ties in many cnses’ their fulfifoard of school

competont by a majority vote to decide ‘upon
the qualifications ot a- teacher, and that - the
whole work - is done by two or: three men;

tlemen:does not permit.them t

work is not done, at all, R
The board of education was constituted by
the committee and reported to the convention
iin the hope of taking away this wholé school
question from_the sphere of politics—in the
hope that appointnients made under it might -

o attend; the

‘man is & democrat or a whig, but ‘whether

‘commissioners can be found in_one election
‘district, take them all from™ the one, and let-
themexamine .the. teachers -of ‘the various -
digtricts to_see'if they are competent. Let .
“us'not, as we have had in some cages, have

| persons to éxnmine the teachiers under o' Bys-
;tem 'of - comnjon- schodl educdtion that have .-

‘not known’ how. to read or write. . The:whole
detail of the system is left to the legislature— -~ -
‘of the salary and the duties of the assistant .-

the State of Marylund at itsnextsession of the - B

law of the ‘general assembly ‘of Maryland,

of the legisiatiire to meet the wants of the . -

sessions of the legislature as may seem expe- .

_commissioners met together would not be . B

and in case the other- business of- these gen- -~

gt .be . decided by the question, whether & =

he was capable. of petforming the duties for =
“which he was appointed. If five good school -~



