" izing in Hnmpebxre conntv previone to tha

at twenty minutes pnst font o’clock, B M., on
- the 17th day of April; 1861./ i

¢ The: PuxBIDENT. It was- nfterwards snbmit-‘

ted to the people. :

. Mr. PuaH. Yes, I know thnt But it
misnomer to say that it ‘was submitted to
peaple; . It never was really . enbnntted tot
people. Ijknow" something of that."

: The PresiexT: They ‘actually. voted by it.

- Mr. Puan.:But in such a way as, in my es-

&
e
6

.timnuon, to amouut to no vote atall.- ' |

‘the gentleman koow that? He bad': ekedad-,
' d.led by that 01me. S i

‘Mr, BerRy, lot‘ Prince George's.: ‘How: doe*"
» Mr. Puon was & cmzen of Mafyland at

- that time;-bat through my: business inter~

course with the-State I kaew all about these
mattera. I was:in Virginia two or three times:
in March, 188}, and I.was also there'in April.
In March Iwas in Ha:npshlre county, in the
western “part “of Virginia. -I' was perfectly-
well' uequamted withi geveral ' members of the
_Virginia  convention.. I also knew somé"of
the members.of the State senate of Virginia at
“that time, and I was'tolerably well ‘posted in
-regard to ;hese proceedings, and in regatd to
the electxon also, I therefore euggest that the
~1'7th, of April, 1861, is, : in- ‘my :opinion, the
time at- whnch Vu'glme really. seceded - from.
the Union] it being the date of. the passage of
the ordmanee of seoeesxon by the Stnte conven-
' twn. -
. Mr, Mn.t.nn It would be ent.irely pmper'
'thet. the data ‘should be fixed At:some tige
when communxee.tlon between Maryland - nnd:

. Virginia wag prohibited by. the President, or.

- some, other, legal: authority ;. because many

o pereons may have.. gone into Virginia, -and.

within tnelr military lines, before communi-
“cation ¥ was prohibited by law, with'no inten-
“‘tion of joining their army. : But this' might
- deprive e]great ‘many: who were entitled to.
- vote, of the prmlege of votmg unde: this aec-
txon

“Mr, Pugn T wxll oﬂ’er the amendment I

ok seventeenth ‘of April in’ the year 1861."”
And I must nrge it'upon the consideration. pf

the convention for several reasons. Atthevery

© time the %tate convention of ‘Virginia was- in

gession at Richmond , the: State of Virginia; 8o
fat as the|rebel portion of .it was goncerne 1
was out of the Union, and they weré organs
izing to resort to arms.':Théy were' Organ-~

' & COMpany’ was nttempted to-be f'ormed alf(i

| . Libelieve waa actually’ formed in the; town ‘of | .

Romney, to go to Harper's.. Ferryxand selze

‘the Uniled States arsenal there..' All the rebel-:

" liaus portion of the people of. Virginia:were

' at that time actually orgunizing war against:

the:United:States. .- And- there was.then,.tois’
réater or-less extent, an exodus: from: ‘the.
tate of:;Maryland of sympathizers with: thfe
' rebellion,1 going:to Vlrginmlto nxd t.he move-.
mn‘u BLEE S8 VRN

.'vif A

: (Mr. Ecker,) that ‘he:
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Another reason why I must inslet uponmy -

proposition: is that if we do not go back to"" ;

that period, we: certainly will not cover the

* | ground: songht to be covered by the gentle-’ 7
man from :Baltimore city (Mr, Stitling.) -1

am informed: by the gentleman from Carroll

yinia for the purpose of -taking up arms
ainst the government of the Unitéd States. -

t the time this vote was takenin the con-~ -

vention in the.city of Richmond, one of the
members of 'the convention, Alfred Barbour,
was.eogaged in the work of betraying his
trust as.

arms and burned the property ot‘ the United

Smm located there. - A
- The people- whom : we: ‘propose’ to disfmn- ‘

chise by this section are:the people. who di~ -

rectly or indirectly at that early day had-com- - :

menced to- take up arms- against the govern-
ment of the United States even with:Stateaun- -

thority. : There. was organized war, to &

greater or less extent, againstthe government
of  the United: Statee, in‘many parts:.of the -

United States, not sanctioned by any se--. .
And it'ig proposed that =
this ‘restriction' shall apply to. those:people, - .

cession: ordinance,

And it is because thosepeople must berenched :

by this section that I'insist upon the time be- - - '

ing. ﬁxed not ata later per:od. thnn‘ Apnl 17,
1861 : -
“Mr; Bmmr of Prlnce Georges I would '
suggest: tbnt by fixing ‘the time anterior to
the. Preexdent'e proclamation.of amnesty, the -
State of Maryland might get herself into dif-"

ficulty with ‘the government of .the United- . '.k_
roclamation” went on ‘to:say -

States.  That-
that ‘all who -had been in armed: rebellion
against the government of the Umted States

-ghould be pnrdoned it‘ they came in a.nd took

the oath.”

-'Mr, Enzmx' All exceptoﬂicersaboveacer— .
, .tnm 'grade, © i ¢
: .mdlcated| to fill the blank-with" the -words.|

.Mr. Bnnn!, of - Prince. George s. lYee, exr. .

That: proclnmatiou 'was issued, I thiok, -

October, 1863. i Gentlemen- shonld take thatv
matter: into - consldemﬂon We® wa.sh our.

‘hands of all responsibility for this wild course - -

that -gentlemen are pursuing :here. ' They

should: have ithe: whole resrousub:hty for: it.
‘Al 1 eay about it is. simply

suggestion :-if ‘gentlemen: choose to ‘take the -

' responsib'hty they may;: aud take the whole-: !

of ity «.. -0 :
CiMrey DAVIB, of Cher]m We have edopted §

a-bill of 'rights in iwhich we: linve .declared -

that no ‘ex:post facto lawa ought to be'passed.
Now I would ask the gentleman from. :Baltis -
more city (Mr. Stirling,).as a lawyer whether - -

or:not-thig is ot ‘an: ex post facto law 1,
therefore; move:to fill:the blank with- s4first -
‘If any one thenivio~. . -
lates:the law they will know the consequerices, -

: .and must, be'prepared to: take them. T ne,

day of Jannary, 1865.1? -

. new agearly ay May ' - -
that many cit'zens of Maryland iwent “into- °

nited States armorer. at Harper’s:
Ferry, and without any, authority stole the. -

y in the - way of -



