~ from

amendment. of: the gentleman from. Baltimorg

oity( Mr. Stirlipg, }.is; prepared: to-vote nnder-.

standingly.upan jt. . .| oo
;Bection: two, a8 repaorted:by the committee,.
iginithese words.s -~ . .. L
~.£$No person: who .has.at| any. time .been in.

. armegd : rebellion . againat ; the ;government of.
- the. Q?ited -States or :the Jawful. authorities
}

thereof, or who bas been .in.any way.or man-
ner- in the gervice of the go-culled * Confede-

-rate Stutes of. America,’ 8ball ever -thereafler,

be.entitled to vute at any -election to be beld.
in.this State, or.t0 hold any: office of honor,.
profit.ar._trust under. the laws thereaf, unless
such person has been pardoned by the Presiv
dent.of the United States,.and:has fully com-

- plied with :the requisitions; of said. pardon.’’.

-Now,-1 appesl to. gentlemen, if in.all con-

~_scienpa that section. is not..aufficiently: bind-

ing?.. Does,not that section. lesve,this matter:

* just.exuctly: where it was placed by the Presi-
- dent of .this couatry,,in his;amnesty procla-
~matjon issued last fall? - That proclamation:
" placed this whole question in.a cartain posi-

tion;;before the American. people, from. the

 hills of Maine 10 the Gulf,of Mexico, from the,

slopes, of the. mountains .of the west to, the
waters of the Atlantic. ] canpot state to this
convention satisfuctorily  what that amnesty

. proclamation was. [ bave gane to-thelibiary:

and senrobed; but.1 cannat find it. - But I be-
ljeve it wus somewhat ta this effect : that.ev-
ery. man;- except. those ;included. in - certsin.

- ‘classes therein enumerated, either of a civil or:
* a.military - character,  who. would .lay .down

his arms, and register a..certain.oath therein.
contained, should be thencefqrth.and -forever
after restored 10 the: status which he :held be-

- fore he .raiged : his arm, against the. antharity

of the federal. gavernment, - Now,.I appenl.to

‘gentlejuen-.of - this: convention, if they  will.

notibe . content to.Jeave .this. question. where
the chief executive of: this country has.placed
it ; and permit.a man. wha, perhaps.in an un-
tboyghtful .moment, has:. .taken. up - arms

- againat.the goveroment, to came back.and;do’
- a8 the President,of. the United, States. requires |

him;to.do; let.his;offences then be wiped..out,

. and;he ‘thencefarth occupy.:.the gosition:\in.

regard ta.all political rights in the State aor the:
country . that he.had before: he took up.axms.?:
. Jf:.the provision; proposed by the.gentleman.
‘Baltimara. gity.is. incorporated .in"oun
constitution, then-every man from: this. State
whao. hag;ever. drawa. hig ,8ward., againat, the

. Ipwiful .govarnment of..the - United:.States,.
- although -he way i do_ all. thats; required. of

him; by.the President of the United States, in

‘met wpan. the very threshhold of this State by
_&-propgsition, whicl., foreyer; disqualifies. him.

from eyer, holding poy, pffice of  profit ar teust

-~ under:the canstitution aud laws. of-this,Stute,,

hexmetically, :foraver; agnivst him. : By ithia
R L
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. not previouely.read.snd thought over the sev-
* éraliproposiiions: set forth.in ; that :lengthy.

pro,yia_id_n, whjch you seek to incorporate igto

 this, copatitution, you. forever exile him from
.the borders of this;Stats. . The vath required, -
‘by thatamnesty proclsmation Jooked to futura

good - bebavior.  And.I submit that meq |
of . thig convention, the most extreme and
ultra upan. this subject, should be content,

-with- that... .

1 caught in the reading.of the Body'ofi‘thid
amendnient. spme sugh, expression as ‘‘ open:

‘word or.deed.”  But when the oath, was read,

I noticed that the word *‘ open'’ was left out,.

‘Now, I should like the genUeman from Balti- -
‘more city (dr. Stirling,) to tell me what s
‘meant by the expression ‘' open word or
.deed.’”’ . If.a-man publicly express his senti
.ments in-the nawspapers, that would comae
under-that designation... Yet in the vath the °

waord ‘‘open’! is left aut, mukjng the oath .

"decidedly more stringent than the body of the
-amendment, . - -. ' :

- One-ather. remtirli.a-'fl‘hié‘.strikea me a3 &

‘novel ‘way. of punjshing offnes. I had

thought that the one great. and leading and. -
catdinul,principle wh.ch had.cowe to us from

‘the common Inw of Engluod, was tbat Lefore

aman should be convicled of any oflence ar. -

misdesneauor, he should be entiiled to a trial | -

before a jury of bia peers. . But what da you. '

‘propose -0 da here? - Gentlemen say they .

do not preposs to punish.  .Cun you. conceive

‘of @ higher degree of punishment, short.of

tukipg 8 man’s life, than to. declare him for-

-gver disqualified from .holding any office of

profit or trust in the State, and of closing
against him farever the: ballot box;, msking

~hiin & mere cypher in the coinmuaity where
‘he lives, stripping him-.of every political

right? . Look at your old constitution, and -

‘ut..the constitution yau propuse to-day You -
find in, the old.constitution that the - depriva-,
‘tiun of: the right to exercise the elective frans

chise is oue of the punighments which you

‘inflictupon a man by reasan of -having com=
‘mitted . und. been  conyicted . of an iinfumous, .
‘crime.. .It.is,a. punishment.  You proposed
‘to-day - to. bar iagninst. a . man the doora of
uvery office,.and. to.deprive him of the right

to .vate,.-without an .opportunity of - being.

‘heard in hia.defenco;-and - all this, I insist,
“in;tha teeth of. the doctrine that hus been no~
‘nouuced by, the hpad of the general govern-
. ment... ’ L !

- Look at _’ui; -The gxeputive of thia country,
‘who is supp

ged 10 walch over and guurd the

interests.of, the general goxerpment, has laid .
down & certgin. line of .condyctand action for
the:e . men -in rebellion..  .And -you, here

-to-duy, . in. order to .wipe out. an qffence

against that ;same. government, take. an enn -
tirely different ground, and adopt an entirely:
differeat,and more: atringent ; rule. - Ifj thia
thing. .was an offence, against the State'of
Maryland,; which yan were seekingto punish,
there would be some show of reason and pros
pretpdndt 0 A A
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