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" Uhited States and ‘the Ieéislkitﬁ'fé i hereby)

_required to provide’ the means necessary o
- carry this. provision - into - full ‘snd' - com-
Pplete ‘operation ‘und' effect, and at-all:such
- elections-the vote shall-be by ballot. ~ Andin.
. -case uny county or city shail be divided as to
form portions of different¢éléction districta for!
~ the electionof congressmen; senator, delégnte;
or-other . officer or : officers; then 'to eatitle a:
gﬁrson‘tp vote fur such- officer, he must hnve
en a regident of that part of the county-or
tity which_ shall form a‘part of the électoral
district ‘in which he- otf:rs 'to vote, for'six
.- months next preceding the election ; but'a
; gerao'n“who*‘shall not” have uequited a resi-
~ dence in such county or city enfitling him to
.- vote at any ‘such-election shull 'be edfitled to
“vote in-the election district from whith be re-'
- moved, 'until lie shall have: acquired a rési-:
- deéncs'in the ~part. of ' the'|county or city to-
.~ which hé'has removed.” . .t T
" The following amendment tmoved by Mr. .
SrockBrIDOE was pending s <: - L
! ‘Incert at the commencement,. ‘*at &ll elec-
_ tions hereafter to'be lield “in this ‘State, the
- vote shall be by -ballot!'" and to strike out in
. “lines seventeen and ¢ighteén thie words “and
at_all ‘such “electiona ‘the vote shall’ s by
.ballct,"» Lo .‘,' e St Ve :
.~ Mr.'Smitung. I think it would be bettér
to'sny *‘all elections,” and not'*‘allelections
‘in 'this'Staté,"’ -for we have provided for elec-
- tions.outside of the State. ' Anothérdifficulty
-i8 -that’ undér’that, until 'weget a regisiry
law, nobody could vote, -~ -~ 77 PR
“‘Mr: ScorT gnve notice ‘that he:woald sub-
it the following amendment:. < - - -
. Strike out all to the words ‘“and in cags,’”
in the eighteenth line; and ingerts |+ -
‘¢ All elections shall be by.ballot, and every
white male ciiizen of the United States of the
- age of - twenty-one:years. or :upwards, who
~_ shall have resided/in.the State one vear hext
“preceding the election, and six ‘montlisiin the
. ¢ity of ; Baltimore or-iniany icounty;i'sha]l 'be
entitled to be registered asua legal voter i inud
such' registration:made_in accordance’ ivith
sich provisions as the géneraliasserbly ‘may-
preacribe}’ together with' the muster rolls of
‘all-such soldiers-as' may "be . entitled to.he
tegistered in-the State, and whu may be ferv-
-Iog in the'army of - the:: United' Stites, “ghall.
be held idnd taken as the only!vviden¢s of
- qualification’ to voté at any election: heteafier,
. sud.the genéral assembly shall by law pro<
vide for taking the votes of soldiers. setving-
- in'the &rmy of - the United -States; inithe
’ ﬂdd”’:“‘ S LT RS IR PN =‘YA',>V‘,'v~j.','
. *~'The amendment -submitted by Mr. Stoc-
- BHIDGB was rejeoted. - 1Tl s e

~:Mr.i Soort 'submitted thé" wmendment: of

- whioh bié hixd glveti notice; ds abbvé, i -/

* rilr. StigLiNg.*:: T desive to offer 4 eubsfitute
forthat amendment, when'it hdll'be in brder;
- loprovide' thnit no perscd not registered ghatl
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g0 that afterithe leglslature shall have lind a0’
opporiunily to exercise.the power we make
mandatory upon them:to pass a'registry law;:

no'person unregistered shall vote. * Until that

date:we canuot -have aregistryldw, -~
- Mr. Birny demanded the yeas and 'days
upon the amendment of Mr. Scorr ; ‘but they.-
wereinot ordered. i o - - ] e

- Mreo Mitug.. -The amendment offered by
the. gentlemfn from - Cecil (Mr. Scott)' pro-.
poses-to-go even further than the’section as it
stauds, . Jf.J understand it, it provides that
tbe sqldiers in the aermy nnd navy of the Uni< . -
ted States shall'beutall times entitled to vate.
The section- restriois it to the time vwhen "ths -
United States are actually engaged‘in war,—. -

I feel “that-I:should not be discharging the -
duty ‘which: I thivk I bwé .in ‘my ‘dwo .',Iudgo‘
ment and my own conscience, on thissabjecty -
if I'permitted this hmendmént to pass without -

1 vlgoh:the_auhjoct._ SR
~. I do'dot wish-td-deprive the soldibre of the.
State who may he engaged in. the-military:
seérviceof the United Siates of anyjricht which
I'think 'they are:.properly- entitled to; ®nd
among those right is, by the coutihgencies.of
this war, ' that' of ‘the ‘draft; -+ Ifjit shoild'so -
happen ‘that'I should be drafted; and -forced: -
inta the service of the United States, orvhould
volunteer to.go into the service of the Umted
States in this .war, about the last privilege; -
which I.should desire would be the right.of
votitig ‘while in thiat militiry seryice.” Tcare

-not in what other States the privilege may = -
| hivve'been éxtenided to the sollidrs, whither

north or south, eist 'or west.." I put'the ob--
jection on higher grounds than that.
test agninst such legislation in‘th
constitationial livepty.” " . -ty o .
to yrhdt ivas'dbne
in former tfmes, 'in thé history of ‘this'Siate;
revolutiondry war. ./ Législation,

‘gmmf

_ has békin inade to

morrihg. i If'we go bak-to thods tilies ‘and

.search for precedents there, let us faké ths test*

that we-tan -obtain "« Stch: whs:

‘liberty: with - which our ancestorswers imbu-.

soldiers of’

the spirit of -
ed, that:they would n_ol.'nllomtbl

the States, and-of ‘this State especinlly, while:
“engaged in the holy.tanseof sustaining Amers .

ican” independence’ against the oppression’of - -
the British-crown, to vote while jn :the:mili

tary:service, : They put it upon . a: higher
‘ground, that the influetice of armies was:daun-

gerous “to-liberty, and:that the militaryj rat. -
all times'and in :all piaces:should.: be sibser~

‘vient to thé civil power of ‘the State.:i Hence -~~~

it was that they prohibited these soldiers from -
voting, even while'engaged :inflth__tiwar of thé"

‘Revolution. -+i; = .
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- My objection to it ia‘this," When. a citien:
bécotnes'a soldier-he lays aside hig civil righits
‘and is placed 'under martidlilaw; | ' The'exers
cise of the right of suffrage shbuld be free dhd

_untrammelled.: A mhn; ‘when {}‘19 goes :ta :
 ¥ote,. should; voté. under no- overpowering =

Ipro-r -



