_'soldier be is only in a positionilo_express dif-
" - ferently ‘his rights n8 an: ‘American citizen,
and to defend them ns a soldier.” - . .« =
- The gentleman says that in the revolution-
 ary times: suldiers'were denied the privilege
of voiing. At -that time it mnttered very
little, thete were: 8o very fuw that were sol-
. diers,” whether they voted or not. - | do not
_know'that this question. was discussed at that
day. . But here to-dny, every rising sun shows
more clearly that the ‘time may arrivewhen
" all of us may. be soldiers ; thut every man of
us:may. yet be soldiers in-defence of what the
gentlewan . from, ‘Anne Arunde! (Mr. Miller)
-talks. . about—con3titutional - liberty. ' The
‘day may srrive when the “constitution| may
- be aunk-out of sight. . - We have to . defend

- the heritage -given to us by our fathers, . If

we can retain the constitution they trans-
_ mitted ito..us, well and good.: - But we have
-~ ‘something more to do than that.. We have
" .to. maintain and defend- our liberty: It may
become unnecessary in the future.to say con-

" stitutional.liberty. < Every rising -sun, [ re.
'feat, brings us nearer lo'the supposition, and
‘do.not- know how distant .ths duy-may be

" when all loyal American . citizens. shall; have
to Lbecome American soldiers—not paid sol-

~ diers but voluntcers, defending our liberties.

{

Then what shall happen?: . 6. .o v
“++Then, nccording. to-the: argnment of ‘the
~ gentieman, we shall. lay aside all-.onr -civil
- rights; we shall have vothing to dowith the.
. government. : If-it is ripht for one man to

. goand defend - his country, it is. right ‘for

every other wan.to. go 1f necessary ; and
“ when that time -arrives;- a8 it .may arrive,
- when.the. who'o mnss of the community shail
be in arms, then;:according to the gentje-
man’s theory, there is -no power left-to or-
ganize out of chnos, if. chaos comes, in the
. confusion of arms, there will . be nobody left
~ to orgunize a constitutional form of govern-

o ment, because there will be nobody left’ who

- rights as a citizen, .o i 0 v ? .
.- Iiwish.to\allude also:to the statement mado
" by the :gentlemanin -regard to - the reporis
-that he has seen.in certnin newspapers,.nbout
" the electiong that have  been held :so:far, un-
der.1he sanction of laws.:of the States which
~ now allow. their. soldiera.. to..vofe, : To a
- man.who looks upon this question:properly:
it is as. plain as:the. sun at noon day how:

- has not cast aside and shuffied offall his civil

Y

" these statements get into the:papers. :. From

“the very outset ot the war -until: the present:
- time; all. the copperhead:: journals: of . the

- country have proclaimed what.we: all know

. t0 be falge, that the armies.have heen filled
ith what -they called the democracy ;- that
- ‘the men .who hgld their peculiar views about

+ the policy of the administration, bad gone to
- swell;thearmies. - It has been stated congtuntly
" in’-the .New, York papers, and constantly; in

e the.western, papers of: that particular. persuar
- siop.;.u:;t_l_l__the_ time they have besn insisting

_proper one, .. They counld ouly fi
‘the -assertion that the election

-pers—Union papers. * They: nr%

that the. nbolitionists® brought| on -the war, -
but that all the democrits as thev.call them— .
I .call-them. copperheads—were fighting it

OUt.: » v i T e e e

- How: could - they possjbly be sustained be-
fore ‘the -world—how could “they lovk up
without a-blush’ of shame; unless ‘they de-
clared that thisivote which gave them the lio
was not: a'correct vote? - Theyv could ' not

-avoid it. . They were obliged to da it. Every

vote thut . hus taken place from’ that day to
this has given them the lie in-their testh 1

have myselfl known pleaty of" viites that were
fuir, voles given without authority and with-
‘out the neceasary formula, votes ‘entered into
‘voluntarily . by whole: regiments of wen,
“These.votes have always sitizfiyd me of the =
_political character of the army. .- But they - -

never-gatisfied. these -penple, or{at least that .
complexion did not satisfy. their purposes,
Aud asthey bad-announced to the world that

‘the whole army, or the large mnjority:of. it

was of their political persuasion; when it did
happen -that  certain States! aythorized ‘the
proper expression of the seutiments of!thut
army, and- when it did happen that the exs -
pression. §0 manifested - guve them: before the - -
world’ the: lie, what . could 'they do 2« They
could only say that the expression was:nota
11 buck upon
was aofarce.
They were only. consistent. in': their' falge- -
hood ;- .that: is all, : I chillenge the-gen-
tleman's refutation of my position’upon that
question,- o0 o [ e ]
Mr. Berny, of Princo George's.. “What is
the position before the country of:the papers -
the gentleman does not st le copperhead: pa-

pers? - Have, they ever told theltruth yet? -

. Mr. Pues.:-. They -are administration. pa-. -

-the, clnss of
papers that may in the future be the general
expression-of the zentiments., of ; the 'people

who desire ‘the contituance .of: the*Unions ..

If the gentlemen opposed. to .the administra-
tion to-day. can get followers, aqough,iitmny
be bereafter that the administration- papers -

-af the country shall be the onlyf-.expnnenta-of
the class.of people struggling for the existence’

of this' nation -as -a nation ‘when -every. shred
of the:constitutienis gone. .. - ;v v o o iT
“.:Mr.- BerRY, .of Prince George's..:Do.I un- -
derstand . the- gentleman.to ‘say that all -the

persons striving to protect the administration
and susimain it, follow . the. lead of. thosa pa- -
pers? . Does: he vouch .for . theitruth of the .

papers clniming to-be administration papers?
.. Mr. PucH. ‘No, rir;.1 distinctly vouch;
and that is all, for.the falsity of the papers of -
the persuasion : binted at'by ithe.pentleman
from Anne ‘Arundel. (Mr, Miller.) . 1. state,

and I challenge, the gedtleman:to refute it;
that those . papers; at .the out-ét-of this war
declared that the army. was| made:up :of

demucrats,: as;they call- them—not:demo-. - )
crats. a8 I call :them, for :I-call \bem.all.cop- -




