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-~ He '.hfu';‘gxcited domeftic. infntxﬁ&}igt_;dgamong&'us‘,:;anil hg:&ei;dea\yopred_t,b,_bgir g on the inhahitanta

- of our frbntierd, ;the- tmercilefs Lidiamfavages, whofe known role of wirfarc s 4n Jurditinguithed
defltruétion. of .all.ages,: fexes and condjtionsi: ..., - R R (R o
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: ‘;‘.-In,{é*é'ei—y':ﬁa_gezpf,;hef_e'toppxeﬂiéiii;?ve have petitioned for-redrefs in the moft humble terms ; our
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repeated petitions have Péeq‘,anfwered;qnly by répeated mjuyy.m.:g‘.;?.rxnce, .whofe: charadter is. thus
marked by. every adt which.mayidefine{a, tyrant, .is unfit to-be.the ruler of 2 fre¢people. - -
" Nor have we been .wanting:in attention to ‘our.Britifh. Breth:ph,.‘;,ﬁ/@han w __rne'dj.’ them from time
 to time;of . attempts ;made’by" theirilegiflature to extend an unwarrantable jurifidj@ion over us. We
have reminded them of: the, circumftances .of our emigration and fettlement here.| \We have appealed .
to their native juftice and . magnanimity, and. we-have Jconjured. them, by the ties of our common -
- kindred, to:difavow thefe wufurpations, . which would. inevitably.interrupt ‘our connexions and corref. i
pondence.. They too have been deaf to the voice of juftice and of confanguinity., We muft, there.- it
" forey ?c.quiefcc in_the: neceflity. which.denounces our-feparation, ;and hold them, as we hold the reft .
of mankind, enemies in war,in.peace [riends. . - e e ,
- 'We, therefore,. the reprefentatives of the United States of America,.in general congrefs affembled,
appé‘a?ipgio.»the,,Sgp!,‘emt?:Jl!dgd of ,the;fi‘world;for the-reétitude .of our.intention 3, doy in ‘the name
and by the authority of the.good people of thefe colonies, folemnly publifh and eclare, That thefe
“ United Colonies are, and-of. right ,cught 'to :be, . PREE. AND: INDEPENDENT sfi'rAfrn 3 that they-are ab-
folved from all;allcgianc_c;to:;hej‘Briti'ﬁ\ crown;.and, that all- pdlitical connexion| between them and
the ftate. of Great:Britain: isjand ought to be. totally diffolved; and that |as free and independent ferd)
&atcsiij,thcthavgs fall power.to,levy war, -conclude peace,: contrad alliances, efta lith commerce, and B
to do al] other aéts and ‘things which independent ftates may . of ri ht do.". And for the fupport of ‘ A5
“this declaration,.with a firm ireliance ‘on. .thevp:otqéliqn-‘?if._‘]giv‘ine rovidence, we mutually pledge i
to each lother our lives, qur fortunes, ‘and our facred honour. ' ‘ - '
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