. vellels; abliig ‘ufidér: the. dathority: of the Britifh king,- Hive fdiged inr this and othe¥ of the United CH A P..
- Statés-the hegrods.dand otlfer Prdperty of. the,citigens of thefe ftatds; and:-the property fo feized have  XLV.
_carried-off and difpoléd of at their will ard:pleafure;. the faid-army and’ navy, and: other armed vef-

- wary id buthitg loufe# and towns, without any necsllity, out of Mese wantonnefs and cruelty; un-
fortunate " American prifonerd; by ernel ufige gnd threats,: have been compelled to enlift in the army
© of their: énénies, and -figlit-againft their. country;: arid many of the ¢itizens of thefe ftates, taken

“Great:Britain;. and the’ cruel-exécution .of -it by the ‘officers of the kirig of Great-Britain, ‘to fight

 this"ftate. have lately; ont the advice “of the officers of ‘the crown of ‘Great-Britain, refufed to pay
the-'mofnéy,;-belo;t?hg, to'this ftate in' the bank of England: And whereas, in defiance of public faith,
and- in-breach o

 ferred, " that their Hatfed and craelt

“the fubje@s ‘of Great-Britain declared enemies in war, and in peace friends; -and by the law of na-
tions the- fubjefls: of Greut-Britain, - in 'théir feparite -and colléQiye ‘capacity, are anfwerable; not
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' .f_lat'e before the fitlt'day of Marchi, feveriteen’ hundred and €ighty-two, and within one month theré-
~ after take'and fubferibe the oath or afirmation of ‘fidelity and fupport to this ftate, prefcribed by the

g '-‘-)-T-\!'.(l~.r1,"“
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feli; ‘Have'committed vatious outrages ot the petfons; and devaltadions ot the property, of the peo-

plé of thefé United B¥ates, contrary to the. pradlice: of: eiviliged-nations, and the prefent ufage of

captive, Have beeti foreed ‘on -boatd fhips of war,-and compelled; {under an 2& of the parliament of

againft. their country,: their* friends and:relations :-Aud whereas the fubjots of Great-Britain poffefs
confiderable landed ‘and. other property in this ftate, which the 1 giflature,’ from a difinclination to
diftrefsyindividuals;- hiaeh fuffered. to' remain-tif! the ‘Hands ‘and nanageniént: of their agdnts; hoping
that a;conduct fo:mdderate: would:induce-the enemy. to refpe@ th ‘rights of humanity, emulate the
cxample, and alleviate -the calamities of war; but- fuch lenity and-forbearance, inftead of meeting
with @ proper feturn{ hidve been falfely imputed to pufillanimity 4nll-a dread of retaliation, and: feem
rather. to' have encouraged the eénemy to adts of violence and cruglty:” And whereas the truftees of

i the’ capitulatidh of Charles-town; the Britifh' officer commanding in that depart- '
ment, under” ffivolous peetences; has imprifonied the: perfons of feveral refpectable citizens of that
ftate, and confifcated: their propérty; -and from: the general condadt of: the enemy it may juftly be in.
; ' [ is not to be foftened or reftriined by any refpe to the ufages
of war, the¢ obligations of compaéls, of-the-rights of humanity: [And whereas, by the declaration
of indépendénce, illipolitical connexion! between Great:Britain and thefe Rates was diffolved, and

only for:all expences incurred by this.ftate in conféquence -of the s

‘ neés incurred by this.ft: conféque of ar,- but for any injury or damage’
fultained by ahy' of thé fubjéSts of this ftate fince thé conimence

ment thereof, and their property,

- - wherever found, ‘is fubjeét to f¢i2tli‘rc,'ahd confifcation; wherefore, - i
- JL" BeYT eNACTED, by the General Affembly of Maryland,-and it is hereby enadted and declared, That Britith proper. o
- all property within this ftate, debts onlyr excepied, belonging to Britifh fubjeéls, thall be feized, and gcw be feized, i
- is hereby confifcited to'the qfc_-,ofi“this‘-ﬁéte.?_- A N I e ’ <4,
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- 11k A¥p, to afcettaitr —whg_é,‘ perfons  fhall be deemed and adjudged Britith fubjedls within the in- ?-
. téilfionof ‘thia adt, BE 1t ENACTED;: That every perfon born. within the dominions or allegiance of What perfons L
the cfown of Gfeat-Britaifi, and 'éveryipérfon ‘made a'fubjed ‘of that nation agreeable to its laws, are Britifh fub- ;]

- fhall e, 'end he ‘is‘hereby: declared.-and- adjudged to be, .a. Britifh fubjeét within this a&, unlefs he J% & S
hath, by feme’ fubfequent - 4&; - diveRed -himfelf ‘of that relation,: byiadhering to us and our caufe, as "
by enitéring inito the lervice or employment:of. the United States; ot any of them, joining in the for: - oY

- matioit of ol gaverniient, ‘taking the oath of -allegiance to it, withdrawing himifclf from the Britiflh B
dominions" for .is"dttachment to the Utited States; ot by doing fome fimilar open a&, or by giving ‘ i}

v his"‘i{iiplie’tl}'ai{éi_xi;ﬂ by~ remaining : within:this or, fomeé. other of the United States, and receiving the ; ;
~ proveltion and behefit of their governmerit and laws, =0 .. A I‘J?
. IV} “Anp, 'Whémhéﬁgﬁv»@rs' perfons, formerly inhabitants of this flate, have left the fame, fome to : E
avo‘id:gi\‘ri_qs their affiftance to this, ftate; and others on their private bufinefs, and have not again re- : i

- turied; dnd all fucli perforts would be adjudged Britifh fubjets under the precéding part of this a&; v
It 18" HeREBY PROVIDED AND eNAcTED, That if any fuch ‘perfon, who fince the thirtieth day of Provifo. Y z
- April; feventesn-Hiondred and feventy-five, left this'ftate, 'a'mf went [to Great-Britain, or any part of ii}
- the BFitith- domini6is, “ahd Hith ngt tétorhed .to.this-Rate, arid if apy .perfon born within this ftate, L
(who [beffiit'&ihé’fu‘i‘& thirtieth day of April was in Great-Britain, o any part of the Britifh-domini- ‘ “,
‘ons; and ‘hath fince Yefided there,) unlefs” he hath or fhall :avow: himfelf a fubje&t of Great-Britain, ' }?

or freely join the Britifh army or navy, or willingly accept proteion from any commiffioner, or offi-
cer of Gréat-Bfitdin, of Hold, accept or veceive, any doffice of truft or profit, or any penfion, gratui-
t¥ or véwatd, Fromi'thE gfown, parliament or miniftry, of*Great-Britain, of lX any -other fimilar
Volufitary overt:act elet Al to be a {ubjeét of- his’%ritauﬁic maj(':ﬁy,"(if ke ihall return into this

a& to punifh certain crimes and mifdémeanors, and to prevent_theﬂgrowth of toryifm,) fhall not be _ -
Lk RS I R S = o o . o » Co confidered : . “',‘
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