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1-18 of an inch in fhickness. The engines wil equisl twelve
hotscs power, and will propel her, on the Korth and Clyde canal,
alrarate (according to aur experiments with the swilt twin boat)
of 10 to 11 miles per hour. The Union canal, whirh ix nap~
rower and.of less depth than the Forih and Cly.le, will nor ad-
mit of the same rate of progression, but wii} probably reduce
the speed to 9 or 10 mile- per hour, consequantiy’ the (rate
of, speed on the two lines of navigation—that is the Forth and
Clyde and Union Canals, on which the Lancastire Witch is
interded to ply—will be a near average of 10 ufiles per houc
exclusive of stoppages , . -

“Tu the present stage of our proceedings, it is impossible for
me to fursishi accurate Jata as to the exact form or build requi-
site for qtfick speed ou canals; particularly when steam is em-
ployed as a propelling power; it is nevertheless a malter of
much importance, and a great disideratum in iron boeat build.
ing, that a judicious and proper arrangement of the metals
should be strictly attended to; that lightness combined with
srength, and the proper lires should never be lost sight of in the
buildof vessels of this descriplion  In my report on the sub.

ect of the late experiments on the Forth and Clyde canal, -

1) purpose to take an enlarged view of this subject, which I
trust will not enly introduce the use of irpn geuerally jn the
construction of canal boats; but, at the same time, elicit such
practical inl'or’&i)tion as will be of some benefit to the pub-
lic. B o :




