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opinion to diminish it. It has been made with a careful study of
probabilities and of existing citeumstances. The summit seetjon
being across ridges, and parallel to no water course, can avail itgelf
of no water transportation, and all its attendant expenses of that
character are greater than usual, as the transportation of the re-
quisite materials' will have to be by land.

‘The actual survey was extended beyond the summit section of
the 1oute. The lergth of the summit segtion is 16 miles 1506 yds.
the extent of the actual survey 21 wilrs 1242 yards. The esiimate
now subaitted is limited to the extent swiveyed. ~

There will 1emain theretcre about 49 miles, for which no esti.
mate i« made, because of this extent no swuivey was made. The
hiatus may be supplied by conjeciure, but as the conjectures of
o:hers are as deservitg of confidence as any that I could make, I
hive left it as itis SR | | '

The presstug charaeter of my cfficial duties at the time did|not
permit me (0 bestow much persenal attention i preparing the es-
timate. Having thetetore conlerred with d v J. Po Kurkwood in
reference to the genersl principles and the prires which shouid
govern in the case, the labor or the calculations and detutls were
commaied entinddy to him.  His report upen the subject wiieh s
horewith s buntied, is in itseil the best compliment v hich ean be
paid to e ntetligence and ndustry with which he has iulfilied
the duty. With grear tespeet Liematno sy o
B Youwr Excelleney’s ol se:vant,

J. J. ABERY, Cot 1. Eng.
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Ilis Lxcelleney,

WiLLiax Grasoxn, Gov. of Maryland.

: - WasninGTON, 11, Feb. 1839, -
_Col J. J. ArEear, - 7 PR

Sir,— L have the hener 1o subm’t the followi: gas an approximate
estimate ol the cos' ol that portion ol the bBruchkytlle route ol the
Matybanag Caral su-veyed lust season | shall as shortly as possi-
ble s ate tie P ading priveiples whieh have governed me in prepar-
ing this esdmae.. |

The trunk of the canil has been assumed, in accordance with
yous report ‘o be ol the same dimensis us as that of the Chesapeake
ar.d Ohiv Capal—60 1-et width at the surface of the water, 42 Ieet
at the bottom and six (.et deep; the tow-pathi ts be two feet above
the surlace .and (welve teetin width. In excavations a berrais
left ¢n the side opposite to the tow-path. of 6. feéet in _Width!—l ‘On
embaukments. the cotesponding berm is 8.feet—the-outside sfopes
of ¢aith ate 1} to 1. 'The supply of water which las baen dkeni-
ed sufficient lor the.canal being pl-.{_;‘dic,aigd:lip(lﬂuill! amount of trade, -
which, judging hom,the history of the only continuous canal as

yet comple.ed, cannecting the, western.conntry withihe sea-board,
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