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_-of 18349 “erc shown at tha,t of ’35 to be Iallacn,u., and not to
be depended upon. \
| 'l‘he commitiee, howevca° ohserve that “Wl\ateve“ may hav
been the vagueness and mcertamty of the estimates of Iawq
those furnished. to the present Leglslatme. may, it iz believed,
be certmnly relied upon; and they fix the amount that may be
required, at something less thap three millions of dollars.”
The State, upon the statements nresented at the session of 1855,
was induced to appropriate three millions.of dollars more o
the Lhesapeake and Ohio Canal, and since then, at the sessiun
of 18358, additmnai appmpmatwns were made;—the whole of
Wluch has proved to be inadequate to the accomplishment of
the object which the Legislature was assured at the session of
1854 two millions of dellars could accomplisk.

flnese facts from the Legislative Listory of our State are not
glven with a view to prejudice the House against the canal, but
merelv to call its attention to the importance of examining, .
without too much confidence, the estimates submitted by that
company. It has been shown, that near five miilions of dol.
fars will be- rcquwcd, admitting the accuracy of the statement
of the engiueer, to carry tlie canal 1o Cumberland, and 1o re-
lieve the company from its llablhtles, if, howev ery We make a
calculatmn, warranted by past disclusures, we arc justified i .
saying, that twice the amount asked will be necessary for mere-
ly the work to be done. ,

"This being the case, it is for the Levzsﬂatuz‘e to determme
what ought to be done at this time. The enormous amount of
money which the State has mvestcd in- that werk, seriously
 embarrasses deliberate consideration. We are surroanded with
'dnﬁlculnes on all sides. If the State at this time should refuse
to make an additional appropuatmn to the canal, great injery,
it is apprchended by seme, would result not only to the work
finished, but seriously embarrass the company and spread
throughout the Western part of this State a degree of suff ring
which cou!d not fail to bu aﬁiu,tmv to the neart of every cne
who can leel for another S woe; w mist on the other hand, if an
appropraatmn be made at this time, great loss both ta thc State
and company must be sustained. If the bends cannct be sold
at less than their par value by the pmvnsmns of the act of ap-
propriation, it would be impossible, in the present deramed
state of the monetary affairs of the world, to sell them at all,

_and in that event, a!! the evils apprehended from & refuiaf vu‘
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