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Resolutious requiring the Librgrian to transmit coples of ““Ilor
sey Laws,” “Bozman’s History of Maryland,” and other works, to
ditferent Library institutions in the several counties; to supply the
Clerk of the Court of Howard District with the “Maryland Re
poits”’—to have the furnace under the Library repaired—-and o
note in “Dorsey’s Compilation,” under the approptiate title and
page, each and every alteration and amendment. which shall be
made in the laws at each session, have severally been complicd
with,

In obedience to a resolution of the Legislature, passed in 1837,
certain Papers and Documents, relating to the early history of the
State were purchased of the Fxecutors of Horace Ridout—tliey
were not fully examined by any one competent to form a proper
estimate of their importance, until these distinguished scholars
and historicns, Messis. Bankroft and Sparks, came to  Annapolis,
and perused, and by the permission of the Liegislature previously
obtained, made full extructs from theni. 'Phese gentlenien con-
curred in the opinion, as to (heir great value, and pronounced
them to be of far more iuterest, than any papers connccied with
our early history,to be found in the archives of any of the States.
Among these papers it is thought, that the primary cause of our
Revolutionary struggle may be discovered. Beside the secret
correspondence of the agents of Great Britain, whose conduct
was the subject of complaint and resistance, they disclose the truc
molives for the course pursued by the mother country,and of its
colonial Governors. Many matters which otherwise are inexpli-
cable, are hy them fully cxhibited in their proper light. As the
hand of time, and bad usage, have borne heavily upon them, and
as there is every probability, that these records will, before a great
lapse of time, be wholly obliterated, nnless gome measures are
taken for their preservation, it is most respectfully suggested to (he
honorable Cowmnmittee, whether some steps ought not to be taken.
to collate and preserve them——szo rare and precious a record, of
the most important era in the history of our State and country,
ought not, it would seem 1o nie, 1o be allowed to be lost, when
by the adoption of timely measures, and at a small cost, it can so
easily be preserved and perpetuated. The increase of the Librarv
during the past year, has been 664 volumes. The last catalogue
was printed in 1837 since then, the number of books added to
the Libraty is veiry uearly five thousand, which, inculcates the
necessity of authorising a new catalogue to be prepared.

I have the honor to be,
The Commiittees ob’t sen’t,
JNO. H. T. MAGRUDER,

State Librarian.



