MESSAGE.

Gentlemen of the Senate
and of the House of Delegatcs:

. After the lapse of nearly two years since the adjournment of
the last session of the General Assembly, the Representatives of
the people are again convened, according to the forms of the Con-
stitution, to deliberate upon, and to provide for, the common wel-
fare and 1interests of their constituents. T'he history of the inter-
vening period. has been singularly marked, by the occurrence of
events oi extraordinary magnitude and of momentons import; in-
volving, in their results, the fate of existing governments, and deej-
ly affecting the liberty and happiness of no inconsiderable purtions
of the human race. In the old world, the progress of mental cul-
tivation and intellectual development, stimulated by the happy
example of fiee institutions on thisside the Atlantic, has awakened a
spirit of inquiry into the, natural rigchts and social condition of
man, and aroused its people fo a just sense of the hopeless degra-
dation to which they have been consigned, by a long continued
habit of passive obedience and unresisting submission. Repudi-
ating the arrogant and impious pretension of divine right, in races of
degenerate and imbecile rulers, the nations of continental Europe
have arisen in their strength, and struggled manfully, for emancipa-
tion fiom the galling servitude which, for centuries, has oppressed
them. If the heroic efforts of enslaved millions, to attain that equal
station among the enfranchised of the earth, to which, by the laws
of nature, they are justly entitled, have failed of success; if the
sufferings and sacriiices, the bloed and treasure, the fortitude, cour-
age and .constancy, which have sanciified the contest, have
extorted from fortune no adequaie favor; if treachery on
the one hand, leagued with the brute force of combined
despotisms on the other, has achieved what neither, singly
and alone, could possibly have accomplished; if tyrants are
revelling amidst the blighted hopes, the desolated hiearths and fallen
fortunes of a brave and gallant people, the lovers of liberty in
every quarter of the globe are siill left, not without consolation.
Rational freedom, in its largest sense, is the inevitable destiny of



