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ATs of dffembly paffed in May; 1751 ‘
An A¢k to prevent the Sale of Trathy Tobacco,

/ heretofore made, relating to Tobacco, have provcd‘ ineffi Gual

to prevent the Sale of trathy and unmerchantable Tobacco - Ba

it Enalfed by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary, by and with
the Addvice and Confent of bis Lordfhip’s Governor, and the Upper and
Lower Houfes of Aflembly, ard the Authority of the [ame, That tiom ard
after the chirtieth Day of May Inftant, it fhall not be lawful for any Per-
fon or Perfons, on any Pretence whatfocver, to buy, bartes for, purchafe,
or take into his, her, or their Pofleflion, or.to fell,” or even offer to Sale,
cither direétly or indire@ly, any trafhy or unmerchantable Tobacco, either
loofe or in Hands, in Bundle, Bulk; Parcel, Cale, Hogfhead, or other
Package whatfoever ; except fuch Tobacco as hath been heretofore lodged
in any Infpecting Houfc (or Houfe or Houles ufed by Infpe&ors), in Purfu-
ance of any former Law ; under the Penalty of Six Pence Current Money,
for every Pound of Tobacco 1o bought, bartered for, purchafed, taken into
his, her, or their Poflcflion, fold, or offered to Sale, as aforefaid, to be re-
covered, where the Penalty fhall not exceed ffty S‘hil‘ljngs“ Cusrent Money,
before a fingle Magiftrate,” as in Cafe of imall Debts ; and: where fuch Pe-
nalty fhall exceed the faid Sum, then and in fuch Cafe to be recovered in

W HER EAS it appears to this Gchqra.'l .:Aﬁciﬁbly, that the Lgﬁk’é Preamble,

- the County Court where fuch Offence fhall happen, or the Party refides,

by Ad&ion of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information, whercin no Effoyn, Pro-
teion, Wager of Law, or more than one Impailance fhall be allowed ;
one Muicety of fuch Penalty to the Informer, or him, her, ar them, that
fhall fue far the fame, t-gether with his, her, or their legal Allowance for
Attendance as an Evidence ; and the other Moicty to and for the Ufe of
the County where fuch Offence fhall be committed, towards defraying the

Charge of fuch County in the Execution of the. Infpeétion-Laws: - And

where fuch Penalty fhall arife by Prolecution upon IndiGtment, if the In-

- .

former fhall not; wpon ConviGtion, make his Claim (and which Claim, when

'made; fhail be entered upon the Clerk’s Docket) to the Moicty in open
- Court; then and in fuch Cafe, the whole of fuch Penalty fhall be to and for

the Ufe ‘of the County where fuch Offence fhall be committed, to be appli-
ed towards defraying the Charge of Infpe&tion as aforefaid,

Andfor the further difcovering and punithing fo pernicious a Pradtice,
Be it likewife Enatfed;, That it either of the Parties, Offenders as afore-
faid; fhall make {uch Information againft the other Party or Parties fo as a-

forelaid offending, and fhall profecute fuch other Party or Parties, fo that
he; fhe, of they be of the Offences aforefaid, or either of them, Lawfull y

¢convic - (to which Parpofe any or either of the Parties aforefaid are hereby
enalted and declared. to be gocd and fufficient Evidence), fuch Perfon fo as
aforefaid informing and profecuting, fhall not only be indempnified apd fa-
ved harmlels from any Profecation for the faid Offence, but fhall alfo be in-
titled to have and receive the fame Rewards allowed as aforefaid ; and fhall
have and receive, as a further Encouragement, the further Sum of Three
Pence Current Money for every Pound of fuch Tobacco, to his fole and fe-
parate Ule ; to be recovered, where the Penalty fhall not exceed fifty Shil-
lings Current Money, before a fingle Magiftrate, as in Cafe of fmall Debts,
to be made a Pt of the Judgment of fuch Magiftrate ; ar where fuch
Penalty fhall cxceed the faid Sum, then and in fuch Cafe to be recovered in
the County Court where fuch Offcnce fhall fo happen, or the Party xeﬁdgs,
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