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Ats of Affembly paffed in June, 1752.

An Act to prevent difabled and fﬁpérannuatédSlaVes
being fet Free, or the Manumiffion of Slaves by any
laft Will or Teftament.

HEREAS fundry Perfons of this Province have fet difabled
‘ ;E ; and fuperannuated Slaves free, who have cither perifthed through

¢ or otherwifc become a Burthen to others: And inafmuch

as giving Frebdom. to Slaves, by any laft Will and Teftament, may be at-
tended withsgany Evils ; it is thercfore humbly prayed that it may be En-
atted; § 4

: Andbg; mﬁed by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary, by
and ‘wﬁb

§ Advice and Confent of bis Lordfbip’s Prefident, and the Up-
 Boer Houfes of Aflembly, and the Autbority of the fame, That

tibe lawful for any Perfon or Perfons within this Province, to give
. Freedom to any Slave or Slaves dilabled to work, or gain a fuffi-
wiepit Livelihood and Maintainance ; but that in all fuch Cafes, any Mafter,
Miftrefs, or Owner of fuch Slave or Slaves, at the proper Coft and Charge

" of fuéh Mafter, Miftrefs, or other Perfon owning fuch Slave or Slaves, fhall

‘fapport and maintain {och Slave or Slaves, during the natuaral Life or Lives
offuch Slave or Slaves, in Food and Cloathing fitting and needful for fuch
Slave or Slaves; whereby he, fhe, or they may not become a Burthen to

' others, or peritb through Want, to the great Scandal'of Chriftian Socicty,

And be it further Enatfed, That it fhall not be lawful for any Perfon or
Perfons within this Province, by any verbal Order, or by‘ his, hcr, or their
lat Will and Teftament, or by any other Inftrament of Writing, in his, her,
or their laft Sicknefs, whereof he, IHc, or they fhall die, to give or grant
Freedom to any Slave or Slaves: And if any Perfon or Perfons, after the
Time aforefaid, fhall, by any verbal Order, or by his, her, or their laft Will
and Tefltament, or by any other Writing or Inftrument, in his, her, or their
laft Sicknefs whereof he, fhe, or they fhall die, give Freedom to any Slave
or Slaves, fuch Order, Will, or other Writing fhall be void and of no Effe&,
fo far as relates to fuch Freedom or Manumiffion only,

And be 3t likewife Enalfed, That if any Mafter, Miftrefs, Owner, or Qw-
ners of any Slave or Slaves, grown old and incapable of Labour, or other-
wile difabled by Sicknefs or Accident, fhall negle& to provide for fuch old
or dilabled Slave neceflary Food and Cloathing, or fhall fuffer any Slave or
Slaves whatloever to depart from his, her, or their refpective Habitation or
Quarter, or to wander about begging, whereby fuch Slave or Slaves may
become burthenfome to the Neighbourhood wherein they have refided, or o-
thers, it fhall and may be lawtul for the County Court where fuch Mafter,
Miftrefs, Owner or Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves fhall refide, upon Pre-
fentment of the Grand Jury, to iflue their Warrant againft fuch  Mafter,
‘Miﬁref"s, Owner or Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves, and to caufe fuch Maf= |
ter, Miftrels, Owner or Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves to appear before them 5
and if, upon Examination in a fummary Way, it fhall appear to fuch Court
that fuch Mafter, Miftrets, Owner or Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves did not
provide neceflary Food and Cloathing, or did fuffer fuch Slave or Slaves to
depart and wander, contrary to the Intent and Meaning of this A&, fuch
Court is hercby dire@ed and impowecred fo caufe fuch Mafter, Miftrefs, Ow-
ner ¢r Owners of fuch Slave or 8laves) to enter into Recognizance, in the
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Preamble.

Slaves who
are old, and
incapable of
working, not
to be fer ag
Liberty ; but
to be proviued
for by the
Owner.

No Slaves to
be fet free by
any laft Will
ad Teﬁa:
ment,

Superannua-
ted Slaves not
to be fuffered
to wander a-
broad, or beg,
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