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Preamble,

L AWS of the STATE of

C H A P XV.

An ACT to open the Courts of ]uﬁice, and for other Pur- |}

pofes.

~ Y HEREAS at 2 Convention begun and held at the City of |,
M ] Annapolis, on the twenty-fixth Day of Fuly, feventcen hun- |-
dred and feventy-five, and continued till the fourteenth Duy

of Auguft in the fame Year, it wWas declared and refolved, That in all

Suits and ‘A&ions then depending or commenced within this Province, |-

where there was no real Difpute, the Suiters and Attornies thould pro-
ceed, with all convenient Speed, to f{ettle the fame by Judgment, Re-

ference, of other amicable Way ; and that in all Suits and Actions
then depending or commenced (where there were real Difputes, and|
which could not be {ettled in an amicable Manner, or tried with Juf-
tice to the Parties) ought to ftand and remain, during thefe Times of |

public Calamity, in their then prefent State and Condition, or be con-

tinued until otherwife ordered by A& of Affembly, or fome future
Convention ; fave and except only that Bail might ferrender their Prin-
cipals in their own Difcharge, and for Want of other Bail, that the} i
Principal might be committed ; and that thereafter proper Provifion}

ought to be made, by Aé of Aflembly, for re-inftating, re-eftablith-

ing and profccuting the Bufinefs of the Courts, and for barring the Act}

for the Limitation of Suits: And it was further refolved by the faid
Convention, That no civil original Writ, Suit, or Action, {hould be

commenced and renewed 1n any Court of Law, or any Magiftrate’s

‘Warrant of a civil Nature iffucd within this Province, after Publica-} -
tion and due Notice of the aid Refolve, unlefs in the following Calfes, |
Ejedment", Trefpafs, Trover, Replevin, Detinue ; alfo all real Actions,} 3
A&ions for Words, and for Money or Tobacco acually had and re-§

ceived by one Perfon for the Ufe of another ; Attachments under the} ]
late A& of Affembly, and againft Petfons Non-refident; Actions orf"
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Procefs on Loan-Office Bonds ; without the Licence or Permiffion ot}
the Committee of Obfervation of the County where the Debtors org
Defendants refide, which fhall or may be granted in the Inftances andf

Manner therein after mentioned, and not otherwife; that the faid Com-
mittees refpectively fhould, upon Application, give Licence for bring-

ing or profecuting Suits in the following Calfes, that is to fay, When}!
Debtors refufe to rencw their Obligations or other Securities, or tof
give reafonable Security to liquidate and fettle their Accounts and givef.
promiffory Notes for the Balances, or to refer their Difputes, if any,f ;

to one or more indifferent Perfons, or are juftly fufpected of Intention

to leave the Province, or to defraud their Creditors ; and that the faid}
Committees might in their Difcretion grant Licences in the following}
Cafes, to wit, for the bringing A&ions by and againft Executors and|

Adminiftrators, as fuch, and their Securities, and for the bringing Ac-
tions againft Guardians for the Recovery of filial Portions, or the Rents

and Profits of Orphans Eftates: And -+ was alfo further refolved by the}:

{aid Convention, That no Execution fhall iflue on any Judgment ob-
tained in the Provincial Court after Apri/ Term then laft paft, or 11

the County Courts after the then laft March adjourned Courts, with-

out {uch Licence as aforefaid, fave only in the Cafes above fpcciﬁcd, of
where the original Acions (heuld be brought by Licence from the

Committee of Obf:ryation. And, Whereas at another Convention
held
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