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{hall not only be entitled to all the benefits propofed by the faid a&,
but alfo to a certificate for the depreciation of the pay which became
“due to him while he was in fervice, between the firft of January feven=
teen hundred and feventy-feven and the laft day of July laft, as if he
was in the quota of this ftate of the continental army at the time of
paffing the aét of the prefent feflion to fettle and adjuft the accounts of
the troops of this ftate in the fervice of the United States, and for
other purpofes. R "
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Ah ACT to feize, confilcate, and appropriate, all Britifh
| property within this ftate.X

d /  the United States, and becaufe of their defending themfelves
¥ V  againft her unprovoked and unjuftifiable violence, declared

thc-people-of‘thefe ftates rebels, and out of the protettion of her go=

~ vernment; and now profecutes the war againft them on pretence of
~ their being revolted colonies and in rebellion, and hath confifcated the "

- property of fome of the citizens of thefe ftates ;. the Britith army and -
‘navy, and other armed veflels, a&ting under the authority of the Britith
. king, have feized in this and other of the United States the negroes

and other property of the citizens of théfe ftates, and the property fo

. feized have carried off and difpofed of at their will and pleafure ;- the

~ faid army and navy, and other armed veflels, have committed various
“outrages on the perfons, and devaftations on the property, of the peo-
ple of thefe United States, contrary to the praltice of civilifed nations,
and the prefent ufage of war, in burning houfes and towns, without
any neceflity, out of m{:reW’a‘utbnnefs' and cruelty ; unfortunate Ame=~
* rican prifoners, by cruel ufage and threats, have been compelled to en-
1ift in the army of their énemies,; and fight againft their country ; and
* many’of ‘the citizens of thefe ftates, taken éaptiv'e,i"havc~ been forced
on board fhips of war, and compelled; under an a& of the parliament
of Great-Britain, and the cruel execution of it by the officers of .the
king of Great-Britain, to fight againft their country, their friends, and
relations : And whereas the fubjects of Great-Britain poflefs confidera~
ble landed and other propgrty in this ftate, which the legiflature, from
a difinclination to diftrefs individuals, hath fuffered to’ remain in the
" hands and management of their agents, hoping that a condu@ fo mo--
" derate would induce the enemy to refpect the rights of humanity, emu-
~late the example, and alleviate the calamities of war; but fuch lenity
and forbearance, inftead of meeting with a proper return, have been
falfely imputed to pufillanimity and a dread of retaliation, and feem ra-
ther to have encouraged the enemy to aéts of viclence and cruely : And
whereas the truftees of this ftate have lately, on the advice of the of-
ficers of the crown of Great-Britain, refufed to pay the money belong-
ing to this ftate in the Bank of England: ‘And whereas, in defiance of
public faith, and in breach of the capitulation of Charles-town, the
Britith_officer commanding in that department, under frivolous pre-
tences, has imprifoned. the ‘perfons of feveral refpetable citizens of
~ that flate, and confifcated, their property 3 and from the general con=
duct of the enemy it may’ juftly be inferred, that their hatred and cru-
~ elty is not to be {oftened or reftrained by any refpect to the ufages of
S, Aa 23 war,
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HERE A S Great=Britain commenced an unjuft war againﬁ: Preamble,



