TESTAMENTARY SYSTEM,

the peifon o onending thall be tentenced to the pﬂl@ry, and im,h fine 'md m-
prifonment as the cowrt fhall think i)wpu’ o xmpoia | o

. 1t thall be lawtul for any pumt& perton, in whole pelluﬂmm or euftody a
wnll or codicil fhall be, atier the death of the teltator or teflatrix, to open and
read the fame in the precoce of any near relatives of the decealed, who may
conveniently have notice thereof, and of other pertons, and immeduately there-
after to deliver the faid will or codicil to the regifter of wills, or the reglﬁer or
clerk of any office in the county authorifed to record wills, whote duty it thall
be to keep. the fame fafe, vntil proceedings may be had for proving the amesin
the fuid office; or -until it be demanded by an executer, or othér pmfon ag-
th@nfed o demand it for t%m purpofe nf hav:ng xt proved accm*dmg to law

" 6. it any pnvate pericm, i whofe paﬂeﬂ’ien or cuﬁody a wsll or mdxcd ﬂnaﬂ-
be, after the death of the teftator or teftatrix fhall neglec to deliver the fame to
‘the regxﬁer of wills; or the. regifter. or clerk of dny office pmper for recording
wills -in- the county where the faid perfon refides, or where it is proper to prove
- the fame, or to fome executor. named in the will, for the fpace of three ca-
lendar months after the death of the teftator or tcﬁamx thall: be known %0 the
faid. perfon, he or fhe thus offending (hall be fubje& ‘on convidtion in-a court of
vlaw, to: fuch ﬁne as, the coust fha!l thmk proper, not ex@eeémg ﬁve hmdmd
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7 If any w:II or codxml dehvered to the reg:f’cer o? or clerk of :my oﬁ’icc
.proper for recording of wills, fhall centain no difpofition of - uoods, chattels of
perfonal eftate, or of any. other. thing except lands,. tenements ot incorporeal
hereditaments, ‘within this flate, and the fame fhall appear to be figned, or
fealed or acknowledged by the teftatot or teftatrix, and attefted and fubforibed
by. three witneffes, it fhall be recorded by the regifter, -or officer .aforefaid, -and
the original fhall be by him fafely: k«ept until the legal execution thercof thatl
‘be controverted in fome court of law, in which cafe it (thall be tranfmitted to
the faid court of law,. if required by fome. perfon. authorifed: by the faid caurt
to receive it ; ‘and until the legal execution thereof - (hall be controvested :in {ome
court of E@w, a copy thereof, ‘attefted 'under the feal of office, - Thall be received
asevidence in any court of -law or equity, to prove the title of :any perfon ‘claim-.
~ ing under it, fo far as the provifions thereof -can operate according to law; and
an atiefted copy, under the feal of office, of any other will, teftament or codicil,
recorded in any ofiice authorifed to record the fame; fhall be admitted as evie
“dence in any court of law or equity, provided that the execution of the original
will or codicil be fubje& to be contcﬂ:cd untxl a probat hazh beera had accerdmg’
to this act. ST 5 o b = |

8, If any p«srfon mentmned in a will or codxcﬂ contammg any devmfe of any,
.‘mter@ﬁ in land or tenements as a legatee, devifee, executor or truftee, fhall be ‘a
 {ubfer: @mg wiaels thereto, and there thatl not be three other fubfcribing Credible

“witnefles, and the faid wiil thall not have been depofited, kept and authenticated,
a8 herein before directed, {0 as to give it validity, without reforting to the telti~
~mony of the fuvlcriving witneaes, the faid will or codicil, fo far only ‘as it
refpelts the faid Jegaiee, devilee, executor or truftee, thall be void, and the
teftimony of the Lid legater, devifee, executor or truftee, fhall be as good and
~available to prove o the faid will or codicii. as if he or the had not been mennoned
in the will; and . all cates, waere a will or codicil cannot be proved-agreeably
to law, 10 as to e i complete validity and effed, accmdzng to the nature of
its pmmﬁorm w. nout relorting ¢o the teftimony of fuch | cgatee, devifee, execuw
~tor or truftec, the fad will or codicil, fo far assit refpe@s the faid legatee,
devifee, exccut v or trullee, (hall be void, and his or her weﬂ:imony !hall be
| good and available as &iorcfdxd | o
' 9 16 any {ubf uﬂ)mg thnefs to a wxll or efadml ﬂnll dm bﬁfore t;he tcf’cater
or teftatrix, or before. the examinations of other witnefles, ‘or before the time of
procee*dmg to a probat of the faid ‘will.or -eodicil, proof -of his or her hand

writing




