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there were traitors in the fenate, and that he could prove it: ‘And the fenate deeming it highly
expedient, that the truth of the charge thould be made appear, DO order .you to fummon the
faid: Samuel Chafe, Efg; .to appear befote us immediately, to teftify thie truth of his knowledge
of and concerning the above premifcs. _ o S
- TaWirrtam Tucky, - ' : - H/RIDGELY, cl. fep.
Alcﬁ:c‘n%fr of theé:nate.i . . e o . . I S L dj.
Mr. Chafe appPired in the fenate, and a number of the gentlemen of the houfe of d gatey
And others being prefent,. Mr. Nicholfon repeated the information he had befare given, and Mr,
Coafe was called. upon:to-difclofe his knowledge cf any traiterous a@s committed by any meémbek
of.the fenate.  He.firft faid,:he had obeyed the fummons of the fenate, ‘though he by no means
adipitted the power thereof, to call him before them ; and he thus publicly exprefled himfelf on
that. matter, that thispower might not be drawn into a precedent againft “others, That he did
not intend to havd made:known what ‘he-fhould now declare” before the fenate, but propofed to
publifh in-the new{papdrs Bic knowledge of falls and fentiménts thereon, fome time before the
next election of {fenators. He faid, the ‘worthy member muft have been miftaken, hé didinot re-
gollect; he had faid; there widre traitors in: the fenate, he might perhaps have faid therc was a
{1506y = Hut that he:did ot clearly recollet he had faid that,” He then faid, thdr he had-declared
.thete were tories in the fenate, "and if he was at liberty, he would name: the gentlemen and 'give
his reafons for the aflertion. He was told; that he was at full liherty to difclofe every thing he
knewirelative to thd condud of any member of -the fenate ; but being firft afked by Mr, Tilgh-
man and Mr. Carroll, Barrifter, if he had'faid, that they or either of thein 'had - applied to gene-
X4l Hyiwe for prote@ion; declared,.that he had never faid-fo, but that he had faid' he was informed
by Mr. Samuel Adams and fome other members of conzrefs that he could not at that time recol=-
Je&t; that'one or both of the above-named gentlemen, in'December, 1776, whep general Howe
:Was approaching Pbhiladelphta, had-propofed,:in converfation with forne -members of congrefs,
thit propofitions of reconci'iation or accommodation fhouid be made. to faid'general Howe ; the
gentlenien obferved, thar thdy could not recollet any fuch converfation,- bt adinittihg it to be
Ltruey-they were fully juftified by the inftrutions, with which'they were then charged by the pre-
.cedipg convention; of this ftate, and even:if they had made fuch a propofition to -congrels, they
were of opinion their inftrutions would have fully juftificd them. And Mr. Chafe alleging that
he was.told, that Mr. Qarrdll, Brrifter, in particular, had faid when in Phiadelphia, that he
would not have gone to.congrefs without fuch inftru&ions,” Mr. Carroll admitted the fame to be
trug,. and faid he ‘had frequently declared &s much to members of the convention, before he
wen?, and alfo to feveral gentlemen when:at Philadelphia, ' g
My, Chafe then Yeing called apon to name- the traitor in the fenate, faid Mr, Wilfon was the
man, and who, he was informed by Mr. Paca, had exprefled fentiments averfe ‘to the indepen-
dence of America, after having taken an oath to maintain.and fupport the independence thereof,
and is-in' his opinion a tory and a traitor ; and that Mr. Wilfon intimated thofe fentiments to
.M. Paca on his way to the general aflembly, March, 1778. : '
Mr. Chalc afterwards faid, he could give the fenate fome information-of- Mr: Jenings, which,
he thought, would juftify the expulfion of him ; that he had taken the oaths of fidelity to two
free and independent ftates ; that in bis opinion as a lawyer and conftitutionalit, no man can be
true and faithful to two ftates; that Mr. Jenings was of a fufpicious chara&er from his connec-
tions, and had remained ncuter in the prefent difpute until very lately, and. in-his judgment he
was not entitled to a feat in. the legiflature of this ftate, and ought to be immediately expelled.
Mr. Chafe then being repeatedly afked, whether he had any thing further to. declare againft
any other member.of the fenate, faid, it might look like partiality if he pafled by the prefident,
and immediately produced a copy of a public letter wrote by the prefident, dated 2d Fehruary,
1777, in.anfwer to a letter from fome of the gentlemen, who were ele&ed into the fenate, ‘which
letter is to be feen on the files in the fcnate,  The letter, he faid (to fay the very leaft of it) wus
very imprudent and exceptionable, and in his opinion had a tendency to fubvert the conftitution.
Mzr..Chale likewife mentioned fome converfation he had heard of, between -the prefldent -and a
certain do&tor Craick, which was, that the prefident had told dotor Craick fome time laft fpring,
“that, that was the time to bring about a-reconciliation, when the commiffioners were arrived at
New-York. On which the prefident obterved, that he fhould be glad that a copy of that letter
might be taken by every gentleman prefent, as he was convinced it could not have a tendenty to
fubvert the prefcnt governmiént ; that the intimation relative to the converfation between himfelf
and door Craick was groundlefs, as hehad not been miore’ than once in dagtor Craick’s com-
pany. for eighteen months or two years, and that was in Jaonuary, 1778, T -
Mr. Chafe being then afked, if he had any further information to give to the fenate, after
- fome paufe declared, he had not. He was thien told, he might withdraw. - oo
Samue! Wilfon, Efq; has leave of abfence. o
- The fenate adjoutns till to-morrow morning 8 o’clock,
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