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"VOTES 4Nb PROCEEDINGS, Noveniber, 1791. 3§

+ in his own right by bequeft, devife, or in a courfe of diftribution, fhall be liable tq the paymeng
2; '3,: ;‘:id ‘dcb't.'gg; andyprovided, that the difcharge of fuch debtor fhall not operate fo as to difc:yhargc
any other perfon from any debtsy . ... .. 0o T - SN R

“ And be it enaéted, That the chancellor may, allow any fuch petitioning debtor to retain the ne-

- elfary wearing apparel of himfelf and his family.. . >0 o . .. oL
.« And be it ena&ted, That the chancellor may direct any'tcuftee to be appointed by virtue of this a&;
* to fell and convey the property conveyed to him by .the . petitioning debtor, at fuch time and on fuch
terms and conditions as he fhall think moft for the advaqt:}gc f the creditors, and the praduce there~
of, after fatisfying all incumbrances and liens, fhall bc.dxvxdpd'a ongft the faid creditors agreeably to
their feveral and refpective claims ; .but ‘no judgment to be rendered after the paffage of this a&,
againft any of the faid debtors who fhall take advantage..of this\a&, fhall be a lien on his real pro-
perty, nor fhall ‘any procefs againft his real or, per{"orial property h ve any eftect thereon, except writs
of fieri facias aQually and bond fide executed befofe the paffing of thisa&. .. . ... .., .
« And be it enacted, That any truftee may fue for, in’his own name, and recover, any property or
debts affigned to him by any debtor in virtue ,of this-adf . Lol e
« And be it ena&ed, That if any creditor, on the application of any fuch debtor to the chancellor,

or withjn two years thereafter, fhall allege, in writing, to the chancellor, or to the general court of
‘the fhore, or the county court of the county, where fuch debtor fhall refide, that fuch debtor hath,
dire@ly or indireily, fold, cogveyed, leflened, or otherwife difpofed of, or purchafed.in truft.for him-
felf, or any of: his family or relitions, or any.other perfon or perfons, intrufted or concealed any. part
of his property of any-kind, or any part of his dpbts, rights or claims, thereby,to deceive or defraud
his creditors, or any of them, ar to fecure the fame, or to reccive or expect any profit, . benefit or
advantage, thegeby, or that-he has paffed bonds or other evidences of debts, either without confider-,
ation or on improper confideration, or loft more thah one hundred pounds current money by gaming,
| at.any one time A¥ithin two years before the paffagg of this a&t, the faid chancellor, or court, may
. thereupony-at-the clettion of the creditor-makjngAuch allegation, either examine the faid debtor, dnd
ny perfon or perfons to whom he may h:wu\\d ade any conveyance or conveyances of his property, or
pafled bonds or evidences of debts as aforefai, on interrogatories, on oath or affirmation, .touching’
¢ fubject of the faid allegations, or direct an iflue or iffues in a fummary way, without the form of
n»¢tion, to determine the truth of the fame ; and if, upon the anfwer to the faid interrogatories, on
the trial of  the faid iffue or ifTucs by a jury, fuch debtor fhall be found guilty of any fraud or deceit
of his creditors, or lofs by gaming as aforefaid, he fhall for ever be precluded from any benefit of this

' a&; and in cafe fuch debtor, or other perfon, fhall, at rny,‘ time thereafter, upon any indi@ment,. be

convited of wilfully, falfely, ‘and, corruptly fwearing or|affirming to any matter or thing to which he

¢ fhall fwear or affirm by virtue of this a&t, he fhall fuffer. as in cafe of wilful and corrupt perjury, and
- _.: “be for ever debarred from any benefit of this aék. 1 : - . .

« And be it ena&ed, That the chancellor may allow any truftee, to be appointed by virtue of this

" ad, fuch commiffion for his trouble as he fhall think reafonable, not excecding five per cent. and if
- any complaint fhall be made to the chancellor of the conduét of any truftee, by any-creditor intereft-
~ed in the diftribution of any eftate, the chancellor may call fuch truftee before him, and inquire into
the caufe of complaint in a fummary way, and make fuch rules and orders as fhall be judged neceffary
 for the fpeedy accomplithment of the object of the truft, and punifh the faid truftee, as for a contempt,
- in cafe of his not obeying the fame, and if he thinks it neceflary he may remove the faid truftee, and
~ appoint another perfon in his place. :

. And b it enadted, That if any debtor, who fhall ‘petition the chancellor in virtue of this ac,

- fhall be imprifoned at the time of exhibiting fuch petition, it fhall be lawful for the chancellor to order

the fheriff in whofe cuftody he fhall be, to bring him before him, at a certain time by him in the faid
order to be appointed, for the purpofe of taking the oath or affirmation herein before mentioned ;
-and the faid theriff fhall obey the faid order, and fhall be entitled to a preference, after the 'difcharge
of all liens on the faid debtor’s eltate, to all the other creditors, in the payment of his account
againft the faid debtor for legal fees of imprifonment, and his reafonable expences in carrying the faid
- debtor to the chancellor in obedience to his order as aforefaid, any thing in this a& to the contrary
- notwithftanding ; and in cafe fuch imprifoncd debtor fhall have any creditors beyond fea, the chancellor
may, in his difcretion, order the fheriff to bring the faid debtor gcforé him at fuch time as he thinks
proper, and on his taking the oath herein before mentioned, may diret that the body of fukh debtor
 fhall be difcharged from imprifonment, and appoint a time when fuch debtor fhall appear before him
to anfwer any interrogatories which his creditors may prapofe to him, on not lefs than fix months no-
tice, as aforefaid, any thing in this a&t ‘to the contrary notwithftanding ; ‘provided, that fuch difcharge
ftom imprifonment ﬂv]all not op as a difcharge of any of the debts of the faid imprifoned debtor.
¢« And be it ena&ed, That the chancellor may, by order, limit and appoint the time for credijtors
to bring in and declare their claims, and may examine fuch creditors, and alfe the debtor, on oath or
affirmation, concerning the fame, and, on any contefted claim, may, if he thinks proper, order the
fame,- or any fa&t concerning the fame, to be tried on an iffuc framed for that purpofe, and may order-
~any part of the petitioning debtor’s eftate to be fet dpart and retained \for the eventual fatisfaion of
any contefted claim, or to be hrought again into diftribution ; and if any creditor, to whom, a real
debt is due, fhall collude With thé debtor to gain an undue preference in the fatisfation of his, debe,
or for concedlment of any part of the debtor’s effate or effefls, or fhall contrive or concert any ac-
knowledgment of thé débtor, by parale, or in writing, or any kind of fecurity, to give falfz colour tp
“his, claim, for P@tf‘thgn is bond, fide due;. fuch creditor thill lofe his debt truly due; and fhall.be to-
tally excluded in'thé diftribution: ~ " o o A
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