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‘the persons concernéd, that he universally found in the puba
lic Qﬂicerg, with whom he had to account, the greatest reas
diness to submit to his investigation of their books; and evee
ry tacility necessary to a prompt adjustment with thew of
th¢ amount and balances in their hands of the public mopies.
It is also a matter of great satisfaction to him, to be author-
ised to report to the general assembly, that the amounts
foynd to be due on - settlement with the various officers,
have very generally beco promptly paid over by them nto
the treasury of the eastern shore,as he doubts not will most
f_‘l'at’lsfaccorily appear from the report .f the gentleman in
~charge of that office. In the cases forming exceptions to
the generai promptitude ‘mentioned above, the agent has
used the mecans provided by the act already recited, pres
scribing his duties, with all the respect due ta the parues,
and with the strictest regard of the public interest.

The agent commenced his autumnal tour, and prosecuted
the same to completion. and has no reason to offer any ads
‘ditional remark upon its results, he having observed the
same care and promptitude of the offigers in charge ot the
revenae, which he had observed 1n the spring; he would
generally report his opinion in favor of the policy adopied
by the legislature, of fr:quent sctilement of accounts, ree
quiring also prompt payment of the public dues, Experie-
~ence has abundantly shewn, that too long indulgence ot pubs
lic debtors, rarely benefits tnem, and always puts in jeopar-
dy (he interests of the public.  He hopes he willnot be cone
sidered as trespassing upon the prerogative of the general
assembly, in stating his belief, that there have been unwary
postponements, in many cases, on application o debtors
-and their securities, of the settlement and payme«nt of debts
asceriaiped to be du- to the state, often without the least
rclief of the parties, and too often with the total loas of ad.
mitted balances: He submits to the legislature the propries
-ty of scldom intertcring, by legislative enacuments, in such
cases; but tne good policy of referring the parties to the di8e
cretion of some officer of the government to respite whﬂ:e
additi=nal security is tendered- Ieis presumed the sta.c's
agents, or the treasurers of the respective shores, mlght.
~ with safety to the interest of the state, oe invested with dis-
cretionary powers in cases of difficulty. Being always ac=
eessible vo the parties, immediate and beaeficial arrang€= _
- ments may be had, securing the ultimate payment of debts
in jeoparday; when, on the other hand, the legislature, not
being always in session, dclays in the exercise of a sound
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