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discretion, may acgelerate insplveacy, and utterloss of claimy
‘of serious’ diount. It will not be boubted that cases have
‘otcuired wheteéin the state “has sustained great losses by
- %00 long, bt to say prodigal inculgencics; and as true is it
on the other hand, that rigour snguided’ by measured dis-
Erotion, terids sometimes t hazard the recovery of money
otherwise in reasonable safety. | .
- Having thus' generally stated his proceedings, snd ventur-
ed sutch observations as his public engagements have sug.
gested, the agent begs leave to ~call the attention of the le-
gislature to a controversy of ‘'opinion which has arisen out
‘'of the provisions and phrascology of "the act of assembly
*to provide for the speedy collection of the public revenue,?
'December session 1822, chapter 217, and those of the act
of the last session %to regulate the fees of certain  officers,”
‘chapter 247. It will be perceived by adverting to the sce
cond section of the former of the 1ast mentioned acts, that
the clerks of the counity courts are required to pay to the
state the license money, and the fees chargeable thereon,
Teceiving a commission of six per centum upon the whole
as their sompensation; whereas by the laer act referred to,
they are:allowed certain fees for issuing the licenses men-
tioned: It would scem, from the luterpretation of some,
that they are entiiled 10 Teceive fees for issuing, and the
same fae for the state, chargeable on the licenses, being at
the same time entitled to five per centum commisssion npon
the whole amount paid into the treasury. It is therefore
respectfully submitted, that some declaratory or explanatory
enactment:be provided in the premises. - : |

Ot the debts ouistanding and due the state on the Eastern
Sore, the agent begs leave to furnish the summary ap-
pended to this report, with such account of his proceedings
and such explanations as he has deemed necessary,

The agent, having now to the best of his abilidies, dis-
charged the obligations incumbent upen him as a servant
of the state, in a very difficult, delicate and laborious trus:,
most respectfuliy, and with a bocoming sense of whatis due
to the discretion of the general assembly, take the liberty
on this occasion, to invite their attention to the qu-stion of
compensation to himself, that | allowed at prescnt  being
wholly inadequate to the €Xpenses in money, and coasuns ).
tion of time, absolut ely hecessary to a proper discharge of
the duties of his oppointment, | '

- ~'All which is most respectfully submitted, -
‘ Jos: Wickes, 4th,
. ~ “Agent for E. S, of Md.



