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to the People, by their being denied Accels to fome of the greatelt
Offices belonging to the Courts of Juftice, and refufed their neceflary
Bufinefs there, without the fevere Terms of entring into Bonds with
-Judgments, fome for Fees before they become due, and others with Con-
ditions in large Sums on purpofe to have Recoveries in the Courts, where
the Fees will arife to Ten or more Times the value of the principal Debt,
‘which by the Laws of this Province might be recovered at the expence of
‘Half a Crown, and thofée Bonds yearly fent jo the Sheriffs with difcretio~
nary -Powers to put them in Suit, who, by Experience we find, have in
many inftances. made the worft ufe'of thofe Powers, inorder to create Fees
dor themfelves, as well asto the'Party who takes fuch Bonds, |

* - The Powet-of late-afflumed by his Lordfhip of Settling and Afcertaining
the Fees of the Officers in the Courts of Juftice by way of Proclamation,
1s what we cannot fubmit to without proftituting the R,i“ghts,ol,f his Ma-
'jefty’s-Subjrdts within this Province ; we do not know that ever the Kings
‘of-Great Britain exercifed their Prerogative in fuch Cale, ef] pecfally fince

‘the happy Revolution, and on this Occafion we intreat your Excellency

to confider that part of ‘the Royal Charter, which direé&s, that ‘no Ordi-
nances made by the Proprietary, or his Heir:, their Magiftrates, of Officers,
witheut confent of the Freemen or their Delegates, fhall affect the Right
or Intereft of any"Perfon or Perfons of, or in their Life, Member, Frechold,
Goods or Chattels, which Claufe is Confonant to the great Charter, to the
Benefit wherof ‘wé hope we fhall not be denied a Right. However, to
avoid all Difputes on this Head, we had with great Pains and Applica-
tion prepared a Bill for fettling thofe Fees, and made them confiderably
bigher than thofe of our Neighbouring ‘Colonies, yet we cannot obtain the

Aflent of his Lordfhip’s Coancil to the fame, without fuch Conditions as

would in our Apprehenfion prove deftrultive to the Pcople, for Reafons
your Excellency cannot be a Stranger to, viz. that of making ita perpe-
tual Law; and how reafonable it is that the Gentlemen of that Board,
who without any Warrant from the Royal Charter, affume a Negative on
the Proceedings of the Delegates of this Province, and whofe Seats at that

Board, are only at the Willof the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary,

and who (with a fingle Exception only) are compofed of fuch as hold the
chief Qffices and Pofts of Pr& in the Government during Pleafure, the

exorbitancy of whofe-Fees illegally charged, and the oppreflive manner of

Extorting them from:the People, was what was endeavoured by that Bill
to be Remcdied; how far we fay, they ought to be Judges and have a
Negative in an Affair wherein they are {o deeply interefted, we leave to

our Superiors and the World to judge: Whilft we are pon this Article of - |
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