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Aot éndeavour toinform yourfelves, &°¢. but whicther'you; or amy private
Peifon have Authority to dife@ the Commiffiopers hew to a5 and jt is
b?;iinaccntradi&io:;, that your-Ioflru@ions-are fuch Rire@ions, .~ .
~ You urge, that the prefent Treaty with the Indiass, cannot be {a%’gq‘
Be, cither of Peace or War; and your Reafons are, bicayfe thegeis no Prea
cedént Rupture, and that their Demand is ta be paid for Land: As ¢o the
Fith, the Indians (I am informed) frequently.irfift on 3 Peace to be made
“or renewed, altho’ no formal Rupture, or A&s ot’kl;ioﬁq;ty?mbﬁg’ mercly
for the S:ke ot Prefents ; and-my Advicrs from the Northward are, Thit
the Indians expet at this Time more confiderable Prefents, on Agccount
of the Treaty of Peace, than for the Lands; as they. gre "A"Y-ij;"ﬂﬁﬁk,
their Friendfhip is of much greater Gonfequence at this gritical and, dane
gerous Jun@ure, than at any other Time. As to their.Claim to the
Lands, I am perfuaded, if you looked on this Matter in the proper. Lxgﬁt,
your Duty anhd Allegiance to our Sovercign would have refhiained you

. .

from confidering it as a private Right, or giving any Treaty relating to
it, the low Denomination of a Bargain and Sale. The Title to all the
Lands in this Province, is held originally, and founded on a Right from
the Crown ; The Jndians demand in a peremptory Manner to be paid for
certain Lands; who is this Demand againft? It cannot .be againft "the
Lord Proprietary, for all the Lands in this Province haye been granted
him by the Crown; therefore to allow that any Thing is duc to the In-
dians from the Proprietary, is declaring, the Crown granted what It had
no Right to: Shall we thit profefs fo much, make a Conceflion of :this
Kind againft the Right and Dignity of the Crown of England? What
then follows? The Indians declare, if the Money is not paid, they {hall
do themfelves Juftice ; is not this a2 Menace againft the Peace and Safety
of the Province ? and whofe Duty it is to protc& the Country againft the
‘Threats and Infults of an Enemy, Common Scnfe will inform you ; -furee
ly the People themfelves are to do it,

But to put this Matter in ahother Light, T am confident, you: or any
other Ioyal Subje@ will never infinuate, the Indians have the leaft Pre-
tence of Right, in Bar of Prejudice to his Majefty’s, or that his Lordhip
holds the Lands under a defe@ive Title; in which Cafe oaly, he could
be obliged to warrant thein ; for I belicve it was never before imagiaed,
a Vendor of Land was to prote& or indemnify the Purchafer againtt a fu-
perior Force or Violence; tho’ he may be under an Obligation to do it
againft a fuperior Right: And therefore, fince the Jadians have no Right,
they can be ¢onfidered no otherwife than as French, Spansards, or othet
Enemies would be, in cafc they fhould make Incu:fions into, and attack
this Province : T hope you would not fet up thefe Diftin&ions, when cal-
Icd on to affift, cither by Men or Money, to prevent or oppoic any At-
tempt to difturb this Province, in Derogation of the King's Title; and I
am at a Lofs to know, why the Country fhould not be as much obliged
~ to provide Money for the Support of his Majefty’s Right and Dominion

by a Treaty of Peace, as by Force of Arms. ,

"It is upon the Prefumption of thefe loyal Principles, which you fo
largely profe(s on every Occafion, that I am thoroughly aflured of your
being convinced of the Neceflity of making good any Sum, that fhall be
ftipulated to be paid to the Indians, tho’ it fhould exceed the 300/ Ster-
ling mentioned in your Addrefs of the laft Seffion ; and you may depend

. on my Care in direing the Commﬁfﬁoucrs, on thofe two neceffary Poiots
b in




