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ghat you will have the fame Regard for the jaft Rights of the Crown, which are eftablithed for 8o ether End

t

but the Bappinek of the Pecple.. - :

And indeed every good Englifbman muft be pleafed to think, that by the Britifb Conftitution the Liberties
of the People and Prerogative of the Crown are afcertained by fuch juft and known Bounds, as mutually 10
fupport each other, 2nd prevent the Confufion that might otherwife follow an unreafonable Defire of Power,
in whatever Part of the Legiflacure it happens to take place, '

You muft:be fenfible that the Clerk of the Houfe of Commons holds his Place by an Appointment from
the King, and that the Power of making all Officers within this Province is delegated by the Royal Charter
to his Lorathip; and confequently that the Power of appointing a Clerk to the Lower Houfe of Affembiy
muft be aliowed 10 be vefted in the Lord Proprietor, unlefs the Reprefentatives of this Province fhould be
fappofed to have a greater Authority 1o this Matter than the Reprefentatives of Great- Britain.

And if you perafe the Extraéls of the Journals of thetvo Houfes, which I fhall lay before you, it will be
found, that diis'Right has not only been exercifed by the Government here, but acquiefced in by former At-
femblies ; ard the Fermifion given to the Lower Houfe to chufe their Clerk, under the exprefs condition
of prefenting him to the Governor for Approbation, has more than once been confidered and acknowleged
10 be an A& of Condefcenfion in the Government.

‘T nis being a true State of the Cafe, as it appears to me, it is far from my Difpofition to emter into ary
Difpuze abaat your Privileges, or to abridge you of any Iudulgence, that Cuflom in the leaft Degeee entitles
you to; ov indeed to sefufe you any Thing that can be reafonably defired ; I therefore flatter myfelf that
you will not on your Part icfiit upoa a Pount, that every reafonable Man muft be fatisfied my Duty will not
permit me to agree to; but prejentyour Clerk in the ufual Maoaer for Approbation, that we may proceed

upon the pablic Bufinefs with that Unaaimity and Difpatch, that is really neceflary for the trae Iaterett of

tne Province.
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The Governor deliverad to Mr. Speaker the following Extrals ; viz.

EXTRACTS from the Journals of the Upper Houfe of Affembly.
Ebruary 1, 1637, The Governor and Freemen aflembled, except Mr.:Eretton, the Clerk of the Affem-
bly ; whereupon the Governor appointed Licutenant William Lewis to fupply his Place.
Febreary 21, 1637, The Governor and Capt. Giles Brent, one of his Lordfhip’s Council, and Freemen,
afembled, except Mr. Bretzon, Clerk of the Affembly ; and the Governor appointed Fobn Leugar, junior,

to fupply hit Flace. .
In Apri/ Aflembly, 1662, After fome Time came the Lower Houfe, and prefented Mr. Preflon as their

Speaker, and Mr. Hilism Bretton their Clerk.
In March Affembly, 1671, On which Day Robert Ridgely was then alfo fworn Clerk of the Lower Houfe

2 of Affembly.
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- b The fame Day the Upper Houfe of Affembly were pleafed, upon the humble Defire and earneft Requelt
- , cf the Lower Houoie, to aimit Robert Carwile their Clerk ; and he was accordingly fworn.
. P In O&ober Affernbly,” 1671, Robert Ridgely was this Day admitted Clerk of the Lower Houfe of Affen-
Y T bly, fworn at the Opening of this Aflembly.
: = In edraary Afdlembly, 1674, Robert Ridgely is continued Clerk to the Lower Houfe. A
; In sprit Afembly, 168z, Lordthip's Speech: That be had by Commiffion appointzd Mr. Thomas Grunwyn
i tiwir Clerk; aubom be dowbted mot they would find refpectful, careful, and capable.
¥ A Meflage from:the Lower Houte by Mr. Rofess Carwile and Mr. Fohn Coode : They bring with them

the Form of an Uath, which they defire may be adminiftred by this Houle to the Clerk of their Houfe;
whom ghey had brought with them to that Purpofe. ‘ ~

Which Oath was accorcirgly admitiftred to, aed taken by Mr. 7. Grurayn, Clerk of the Lower Houfe.

In Odober Aflembly, 1682, Lordihip’s Speech : Hawing by Commiffion appointed Thomas Gruawyn your Clerk.

In OZeber Aflembly, 1631, His Lordfhip further declares o them, that he had by Commifhion conttituied
MajorGhardes Boteler their Clerk of the Lower Houfe.

M: Thotras Burford coraes to this Houfe with Major Boteler, who before this Houfe took the Oath of
Clerk of the Cwwer Houfe, as penned by the Upper Houfe.

In September A ly, 1694, His Excellency propofing to the Board, in whom the Right of chufing 2
Clek for the Houfe &;,Burgexfcs lay ? He was anfwered, that there was & conteft a2bout the fame mn lLord
Balyrmare's Time, but tfsgmy Lord did:appoist them 2 Glerk. at that Time: His Excellency cid thereup-
' on defire them to enquire 2g5d sdvife who might be 2 fit Perfon to execute thag Truit. : :

Ordyred, That Commitfion Ifue to conftitute Claybern Lomax Clerk of the Houfe of Burgefles, to pafs the
Lefler Seal, {&c. and to run dmna:leafure‘ . ’ - A
T'he Houie of Delegates defire that Claybor Lowax may, be admitted their Clerk; which was granied,
‘ and Commfiion given bim ac the Board ander the Lefler Seal pf the Province; and at the {ame 1yme had
¢ adminifred Gnto him the Oaths appointed by A&-cf Parlizment, inftead of the Ouths of Allegiance "and Su-
premacy ;.38 alfo the ufzal Oath of Clerk of that Houfe 5: which was figsified to the Houfe by the faid Zo-
max, who had Tikewife 2 copy of the Clerk’s Oath given him, for Satistaction of the Houte. o

In May Affemsbly, 16g3. Came Mr. Beothby and Major 8miallwood from the Houfe of Burgefles, who fig
nified that the:Houfe had efderfloed bis Kxcellency’s heing diffatisfied with che Procecdings of Clayborn Lo-
max, their prefent Clerk, therefore had by a Vpote of their Houle made choice of Mr. Iilliasn Bladen, o
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s officiate in kis ftezd, and were fent to requeft his Excelléncy’s Approbation cf the faid choice ; who accord-
ingly was admitted and approved of, and (beirg prefent in Council) bad adminiflred unto him the Qbths ap-

e pomnted by A& of Parhiament to be taken, inftead of thegOaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, &s alfo the

ufual Oath of Clerk of that Houfe, and f{ubfcribed the Ordered, That Commiflion be prepared to pafs

i the Bigad Seal agcordivgly. : E S | 3

;gs W Zober Aflembly, 1698, His Exc&l}; ¢y under ing that the Hoafe of Delegates were met, was

3 fead the Honourable Col. Hewy Jewles ard @emas Tenct, Elg; ta bave Mr. Chriflopler Gregory
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