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Mr, Speaker left the Chair, and (attended by the Members of the Tower -
Houfe) went to the Upper Houfe ; where his Excellency made the follow-
ing Speech, v1Z. _—
Gentlemen of the Upper and Lower Houfes of Alfembly,
H E Chearfalnefs with which you have attended every ‘Bufinefs, relative
t the common Intereft of thefe his Majefty’s Colonies, obviates every
Doubt that I might entertain of any Exception being taken to my calling
you together again {o foon: And I flitter myfclf, that the prefent dangerous
“Situation of Affairs, will not only evince the Neceflity of it, at this Time,
but engage you, without Hefitation, fully to comply with the Directions
contained in the Earl of Holdernefle’s Letter.

The Defigns of the French muit now. be evident to every one : They
have openly, in Violation of all Treaties, invaded his Majefty’s Territorics,
and committed the moft violent Ad&s of Hoftility, by attacking and intirely
defeating the Zirginian Troops under Col. Wafhsugion.

In this Emergency, the Hopes and Expe&ations of our Neighbours, whom,
in Duty, Honour, and Intereft, we are engaged to fupport and defend, are
fixed upon us for Afliftance; and what muft the World think of our Con-
du&, or what Calamities may we not expedt, if, from an unfeafonable Parfi-
mony, we coldly look on, while they are cut to Pieces? The boundlefs
Ambition of the commen Enemy, and the cruel Rage of their favage Allies,
now upon our Borders, flufhed with Vicory, indifpenfably require a vigorous
“and immediate Exertion of all our Powers, to check their Progrefs, ’
The Isdians, who are our Friends, likewile claim our Affiftance : While

their Warriors are in the Field with our Troops, their Women and Children
are fent to us, to be prote@ted and fupported : This is the greateft Demon-
ftration they can give of the Confidence they place in us, Nor can I doubt,
but that at this critical Period, when the French are employing every Artifice
to alienate their Affeétions from us, you will embrace fo fair an Opportunity
of firmly attaching them to our Intereft, by taking Care to have their
Wives and Children kindly and hofpitably treated, while they are obliged
to ftay with us and implore our Proteétion.

As our Settlements on the Frontiers, muft be the firft expofed to the In<
roads of the Enemy, I have ordered a Supply of Ammunition to Frederick
County ; and, with the Advice of his Lordfhip’s Council of State, iffued a
Proclamation, for the Militia to be put in the beft Pofture of Defence, that
they may be prepared to A&, in cafe of Neceffity : And, by the fame Ad-
vice, have, at the earncft Requett of Col. Innes, Commander in Chief of the
North-Caroliza Forces, granted him a Supply of Arms, which, confidering
the prefent Usgency of Affairs, could not have been denied. T
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