2 Votes and Proceedings, March, 1758.

Colonel Hammmond, and Samue! Chamberlzine, Efq; from the Upper Houfe, aequaint Mr. Speaker, That
the Governor requires the Attendance of the Lower Houfe immediately in the Upper Houfe.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and (with the Reft of the Members of the Lower Houfe) went to the
Upper Houfe; where his Excellency made a Speech to both Houfes of Aflembly; a Copy of which he
delivered to Mr. Speaker ; alfo a Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Prrr, and a Copy of a Letter from
General James ABercromBiE, directed to the Governor of Maryland.

Mr. Speaker (with the other Members) returned to the Lower Houfe, and re-affanted the Chair.
WOréiered, That his Excellency the Governor's Speech be Read ; which was accordingly in the following

ords:

GENTLEMEN of the Upper and Lower Houfes of ASSEMBLY,

I MEET you at this Time, in Obedience to a Letter that I have received from the Right Honourable
WirLiam Pitr, Efg; one of his Majeity’s principal Secretaries of State; the Subftance of which is,
that his Majefty having nothing more at Heart than to repair the Lofles and Difappointments of the laft
Campaign, and by the moft vigorous ard extenfive Efforts to’ avert, with the Blefling of Gop on his Arms,
the Dangers impending on North-America, and trufting that all his faithful and brave Subjets here will
chearfully co-operate with, and fecond to the utmoft, the extraordinary Succours fupplied by his Kingdom
of Grear.Britain for our Prefervation and Defence, hath commanded circular Letters to be fent to his
feveral Governors on the Continent, requiring them to convene their refpective Affemblies without Delay,
and to prefs them to raife, with the utmoft Difpatch, as large a Body of Men as the Number and Circum-
ftances of their Inhabitants might allow, that the fame being formed into'Regiments, as far as fhall be
found convenient, might be ready to march from fuch Places of Rendezvous as fhall be appointed, by the
Firf-of May, or as foon after as fhall be any Way pralticable. _

As his Majefty was unwilling to limit the Zeal and Ardour of any of his Provinces, he was pleafed to
decline fixing the particular Number of Men that each of them fhould furnifh ; but you will fee by a Letter
from General AsrrcromBIE, the Commander in Chief of all the King’s Forces in America, that it is ex-
pected, this Government, together with Virginia and Pennfylvania, will furnith a Body of Six Thoufand Men,
to be employed with fome of his Majefty’s Regular Troops, in fuch offenfive Operations as Brigadier Ge-
neral ForsEs, who is appointed to command them, fhall judge moft expedient for annoyini the Enemy,
and moft efficacious towards removing and repelling the Dangers that threaten the Frontiers of thefe Southern
Colonies ; while the Troops furnithed by the Northern Provinces, in Conjunétion with another Body of
Regular Forces, are employed in fuch offenfive Operations, as the Circumftances and Situation of the Ene-
my’s Pofleflions in that Part of the Continent fhall point out.

That the Expenee to the Colonies might be leflened as much as poffible, the Men that they fhall refpec-
tively raife, are to be fupplied with Arms, Ammunition and Tents, out of the King's Stores, and his Ma-
jefty’s Commiffaries have likewife received Orders to victual them in the fame Manner and Proportion that
his Regular Forces in North. dmerica are victualled. The Whole therefore that his Majefty expe&s and re-.
quires from the feveral Provinces, is to levy, cloath, and pay the Men : And on thefe Heads alfo, that no
Encouragement might be wanting to the fulleft Exertion of our Force, he is farther moft gracioufly pleafed
to permit the Secretary of State to affure us, that ftrong Recommendations will be made to Parliament, in
their Sefion next Year, to grant a proper Compenfation for the Expences that his merican Subjetts may be
at, according as the aftive Vigour and frenuous Efforts of the refpective Provinces, fhall juftly appear to
merit.

GENTLEMEN of both HOUSES, .
As 1 am perfuaded this frefh Inftance of his Majefty’s paternal Care and Solicitude, for the Prefervation

and Welfare of thefe Colonies, will make the deepeft Impreflion on you, and that you will be extremely
anxious to confirm the good Opinion he has been favourably pleafed to entertain of his faithful Subjelts,
the Inhabitants of Maryland : That you are fenfible how much this Province is interefted in the Event of the
enfuing Campaign, and thoroughly convinced of the Impoffibility of our Frontiers being effectually fecured,
while the French keep Poffefion of the Forts they have been fuffered to build on this Side the Obio:
T doubt not but you will ftrengthen the Hands of Brigadier ForBEs with fuch Succours, as may enable
him to anfwer the Expe&ations of our moft Gracious Sovereign, and deliver us from the Dangers to which
we muft otherwife be continually expofed. :

Ordered, That Mr. Secretary P177’s Letter be Read ; which was accordingly.
Ordered,



