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The Perplexity you muft be involved in, by not attending to the True Origin of our Conftitution, ought
to recommend that as much to your Confideration, as the Learning of Land Tax Aéts.

All the Power, as we apprehend, that we have, or can exercife, flows from the Charter ; and Power when
Granzed, fhould be exercifed according to the Reftri€tions and Limitations impofed by the Grantor.

If the Crown could, by the Charter, confer a Power of making Laws, the Crown (it fhould feem) could
reftrain or modify it; and what may be done in another Colony, is no Authority forour doing it here, unlefs
our Circumitances and Conftitution of Government are fimilar. ‘

Although we prefume Lord Baitimore might not, at this Crifis, infift upon what he feems to be fo well en-
titled to, and might rather chufe to wave it now than obftruct his Majefty’s Service by ftrictly adhering to his
Charter, yet fo far as he is immediately concerned in Point of Property, in the Execution of the Bill you
have propofed, he will without Doubt, expe&, as in all Reafon and Juilice he ought, to have the Nomina-
tion of fuch Commiffioners as would have any Power to rate his Eftate; and upon the fame Foundation we
expet the {ame; and without Referve declare to you, that we never will confent to any Bill to affe&t our
FEdates. without having an equal Share with yourfelves in the Nomination of Commiflioners. :

We ¢o not Defire, that the Eftates of the People may be Taxed by Officers deriving their Power from
the oie Nomination of Lord Ba/timere, nor by any Officers vefted with the Powers given by your Bill :
We think that the old Method of Taxing would be attended with the moft Eafe and Convenience, and the
leait Expence and Influence; but if you will eflay another Method, we fhall not objett to it, merely becaufe
sve don': think it the moit eligible ; however, we can’t but obferve, That when the Allowances of 154, and
145. per Diem to the Members of the General Aflembly ave to be paid, we have heard of no Objection to
the Propriety, Convenience or Equality of the old Mode of Taxing ; and that, in order to avoid a Poll Tax,
and effay another Method, fo much Time has been fpent, as can’t but prove detrimental to his >Iajefty’s
Service (thould this Province at laft not be diftinguithed from every other Colony, by a Refufal to contri-
bote any Thing to forward it) and coft your Conftituents (to fpeak gseatly within Compafs) at leaft an
Eighth Part of the Sum propofed to be Granted, and that Sum too will be raifed by the old Method of
Poll Tax. You have beftowed the contemptuous Epithet Triffing, upon our Objeftion to the very {canty Re-
ward you had given to the Commiffioners of the Loan-Office : We alledged that the Officers appointed by
the Bill ought to have Rewards proportioned to their Services, the Truft repofed in them, and the Trouble
attending the Execution of it, and that whether thefe Services are added to Dauties incident to aprevious
Appointment made by the Government, or conftitute the whole Duty of the Officers intended to be original-
ly created by the Bill; and then we fhew'd, that thefe Rules had not been obferved.

Our Pofition you do not feem to deny ; on the Contrary, you fay, that thefe Officers ought to be equally
Rewarded in Proportion to the Merit of their Services.

"Had this Admiflion not been poftponed to the Claufe in which (for Want of a better Anfwer) you have
charged us with Unfairnefs, it might perhaps have prevented it, for it is not eafy to conceive how any one,
who would admit our Pofition, could dream of accufing us of Difingenuity, becaufe we enumerated (as you
allow) the Services required of the Ccmmiflioners, and exaétly fet down the Reward given them, and then,
by comparing their Services and Reward, with the Services and Reward of the Agents, concluded that the
Rule we had laid down had not been regarded. L

But are pleafed to fay, that the Commiffioners of the Loan-Office under the firft Paper Currency A&,
receive a Salary of 80/, per Annum ; by the 40,000/, A&t they have an Addition of 10 /. per Annum, and
that they are aflifted by a Clerk who has alfv the fame Salary ; it is very true they have ; and 'tis as true,
that they deferve every Farthing of what they are entitled to by the Services they perform under thofe Laws,
and we are apt to think you would be of that Opinion were you in their Situation, how light foever you may
make of the Merit of thefe Gentlemen, who have given a large Security for the due Execution of the Truft
repofed in them, and are, by the neceflary and troublefome Duties of their Station, obliged to employ fo
much of their Time in the Service of their Country.

That the Commiffioners of the Loan.Office will have more than twice the Trouble in performing the
Services required by the Bill that would fall upon the Agents, that the Truft repofed in them is much more
confiderable and important than that which you place in the Agents, and that the Reward to each Agent
is above Thirty-three Times greater (allowing the fame Sum to the Agents for employing a Clerk that you
do to the Clerk of the Commiffioners for his Trouble under this Bill) than that which is given by the Bill to
each of the Commiffioners, you muft admit; wherefore it appears to us, that your Partiality is not to be
palliated, and our Objeition remains unanfwered. W
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