66 Votes and Proceedings, "My, 175\8. :

* the more quiet and peaceable Government of this Province, and the better to preferve’ mutual Love ang
-« Unity among the Inhabitants, it is Enafted, That no Perfon or Perfons within the ‘Rrovihcé;,f.prbfcfﬁﬁg‘
“ to believe in Jefus Chrift, thall be any way troubled, molefted, ‘or ‘'difcountenanced, for or in refpe&t of
« Religicn, norin the free Exercife thereof.” ‘ . . T
There being fome Diftarbance in this Province in the Year 1652, the Prote®tor, in Novemder 165¢, upon
ti.c Reprefentation of the Proprietary, directed the Commiffioners #hitlock and Widdington to enquire_info -
the Cuuse and Circumftances of it, who having made their Report, that was referred to the Committee ‘for
Trade and Plantations, and fome Propofals having been made alfo to fettle the Peace dnd Tranquility of
the Province, the whole fell under the Confideration of the Committee ; and after th’eir,\Repoft, thé Pro-
teltor, in O&ober 1656, fent in his Inftru@ions to the Government here, by which he fitly enjoined the, -
Obfervance of the above recited A& concerning Religion. S LT : e

[ -

In the Year 1657, Lord Baltimere made the following Declaration,  “That "he néver would give his
¢ Aflent to the Repeal of the A& concerning Religion ; by which ‘a1l Perfons p’r‘(;feﬂing ta believe in’ Jefus .
¢ Chrift, fhould have Freedom of Coafcience;” which was confifmed by Act of Affemably. "Part of the
Oath directed to be taken between 1636 'and 1657, By the Governor and Cauncil, was’ i’ the following
Words : “ I will not by myfelf, or any .other Perfon, dire@ly ‘or indiréctly, tronble, moteff, or difé¢oun.
“ tenance, any Perfon whatfoever profefling to believe in Jefgs-Chrift, for or in’refpect of his or her Re-
“ ligion, por in his or her Exercife thereof.” So far was the Clath common to both ‘Governor and
Council.  But the Governor's proceeded further, ¢ That he-woﬂ;i"malée 10 "Differerice of. Perfons ‘in
¢ Conferring of Offices, Rewards or Favours, proceeding from ‘the ‘Authority, His “Lordfhip had coniferred
¢ upon him, for or in refpeét of their Rﬁli&gion ; but merely as he fhould find them fiithful and well d&-°
* ferving, and to the beft of his Underitanding endued with moral Virtues and %biliﬁq’sf‘ﬁ\ttin’g’}'W};‘;:i'éjn'
* his principal Aim fhould be fincerely the Advancement of his Lofdfhip’s Servite, 'and the public Uity ;.
“ and if any Officer or Perfon fhould moleft or difturb any Perfon ‘profefling to believe' in Iefus’Chi’iﬁ',j
«¢ merely for or in refpect of bis or her Religion, or the free’Exercife -thereof, he ‘would, upon ‘Notice,” ap-
“ ply his Authority to relieve and protect the Perfon molefted, and cauft the Pé;f"éh”(’(’)fﬁ'gn’dif)gf_to_be;
*¢ punifhed.” ] ' ' T
'Pi“he Oath of Fidelity taken by the Inhabitants of this Provinee, in Virtue ‘of an A&@"which' pafied ‘in
1650, was to ‘the following Effect : ¢ I will maintain, to the utmoft of my Power, hi ior’dﬁup”sluifaﬁa
¢ lawful Rights, &'c. as Granited to his Lordfhip in his Patent under the Great Seal, 'not' being anj' way:
¢ underftood to infringe or prejudice Liberty of Confcience iri Matter of Religion.” ‘f.l' e T
The Grant to Lord Baltimere, who was a Papift, his Lordihip’s Promifes and De‘claraﬁons,'. the Confirma-
tions of them by Adts of Affembly, and the Oaths we have recited, we hope will amiply Juftify our Affer-’
tion, that the Roman Catholics were promifed and allowed an Afylum hete.”. - ° R g oot
As you have been pleafed to fay, that you have not difcovered any Thing. in Hiftory or othérwife'to
Countenance our Affertion, we fhall mention fome Paffages from Books for your Satisfattion ; tho' we muft’
obferve to you, that Writess may-be miftaken or mifreprefent, but the Evidence we have produced’ can’t,
miflead. . . Lk o
Mr. Boaen, {peaking of Maryland, fays, «* The firft Colony fént to Maryland, was i the Year 1633,
*“ and confifted of 200 People; the Chief of thefe Adventurers wete ‘Gentlemen -of 'good - Families and
““ Roman Catholics ; for Perfons of thut Religion being made uneafy (as“well as Protéftant Diﬁ'cil’téfs)
““ they Tranfported themfelves to this Province, hoping to enjoy there the' Liberty of their Copfciénces”
““ under a Proprietary of their own Profeflion, as the then Lord Baltimore was. ~King Fames' 11d. before
¢ the Revolution, intended to take from the Proprietary the Poiwer ‘of Appointing a Governor, being §n-
““ ftigated thereto by Father Peters, which feems {dmething furprizing, fince Lord Baltimore was bfihé%émé'
““ Religion with himfelf; but it mult be obferved, that Lord Raltimore, -the! a Roman Catholic, hid béen '
‘“ fo moderate, or fo politic, as to Grant full Liberty of Confcierice to. all thofe who fhonld fettle’in Mary.
“ Jand.”” So far Bowen. s ‘ : ‘ v S
Ogiity, in treating of this Province, fays, « that Maryland, at the vaft Charge, arid’ by the unwearied
< Induftry and Endeavour of Lord Baltimore, was at firft planted, and hath fince been firpplied with People
¢ and other Neceflaries fo effe€tually, that, in the prefent Year (1671) the Number 'of Engli/s amourits
‘ unto 13 or 20,c00, for whofe Encouragement there is a fundamental Law eﬁébliﬂied_litherc,_ whereby’
“ Liberty cf Confcience is allowed to all who profefs to believe in Jefus Chrift, fo ‘that’nio’ Man' who 'is 2
“ Chriftian, is in Danger of being Difturbed for ‘his' Religion.” S ] T
Diorden, upon the fame Subject, fays, that « the Peopling and Trade of ‘the Provinte of Marylaid, 'by
- “ the




