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7-en to Debtors to'retain ; our Objeéiion to the Claufes relating -to Debtors and Tenants, was, and fil] i,
that no Breach of any Covenant or Agreement fairly made cught to have the Santtion of .a -Lew.

As it feems you look into the Land-Tax A&s, it is a little extraordinary. you did not obferve, that where.
ever a Power to retain is given by them, there is an exprefs Saving of/ Covenants and Agreements to-the
contrary. S e

Ther{e have been many different Modes of raifing Money in Englavd, “as they haye been thought }uitable‘
to the'Exigency of Affairs, and the Circumftances of the People ; -and:if the Gitation ¢f an At of Parliamem
would be a fofficient Reafon for impofing a particular Tax, it might be conténded, that *¢ all Efquires
and reputed Efquires, all Gentlemen and reputed’ Gentlemeén, and~many: others, who are not included in
your-Bill, ought to be taxed."”’ e L B o

We fill think that our Obje&ion againft the Tax upon Debts due to Non-Refidents, and their Effets,
and all Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes, imported inta this Country:from. Exgland, -is well fotnded. .

As to your Argument, that the Impofition of the T2x, will not diminifh-the Importation-of the Gommo-
dities of the Mother Country, or interfere with her Trade, ‘it doés not fatisfy us; for; thaugh perbaps the
"Tax might not, and the whole Burthen would fall apon the People here, which we thipk it certainly, wonld,
yet it can’t bat be apprehended, that fach an Impofition - would give. fome Caufe of Jealoufy,. be deemed
to be inconfiftent with our Charter and dependent State ; and that it would be thought a prudent Meafure by
our Superiors, to check in the Beginning, any the Tealt Step, that might tend, however remotely, to affect
the Trade of the Mother Country. o L IS

Your Propofition of a Re-payment to Non-Refidents, upon proper Certificates being produced, that a Tax
had been paid in the Mother Country, or any of -the Colonies, does. not obviate .our Objection : A Perfon,
who has Goods, Wares and Merehandizes here, may' be ‘taxed in the Manner we have intimated, without
being able te produce fuch 2 Certificate ; and we can't but Remark, that altho’ you feem to take it.for
grantcd, in the Scheme of your Bill, thatthe A&s of Parlianient ar€ execitted in England with-the Stri€tnefs
that your Bill would be, if paffed into a Law, in this Inftance, you fuppofe the Aéts of Parhiashent -are not
{o ttrictly executed ; for if you thought they were, you would be-of Opinion, thefe¢ Words.of the Aéls of
Parliament, *“ Be it Enadted, That every Perfon having any Eftate in ready Money, or in any Debt what-
foever, cwing to them within Great-Britain, or without, or having any (¢ ds, :Wares, Merchandizes, or
cther Chattels or perfonal Eftate whatfoever, within'Grea¢-Britain, or without,” would be fufficient to fhew,
that Perfons living in Great-Britain are taxed there for their Credits and perfonal Eftate here.

We have not propofed a2 Tax upon Mechanics, nor do we defire that it fhould take Place : We have faid,
that fuch Officess as have not greater Incomes than Mechanics, ought no more to be Taxed than Mechanics :
Thofe Oficers would be Taxed with others for all their real and perfonal Eftates,|and this we thought,
and ftiil think, would be fufhicient. .

As you affign no other Reafon for infilting upon the Tax upon Officers, and the Clergy, than that it
has been impoied in England, we hope you'll not any longer infift to carry it further than we are willing to
admit. If by your Affertion, that they have been Taxed in the fame Manner in the Land-Tax Acts, you
mean, that they have been included in fome Land-Tax Aés, we admit it, and fo have many others whom
vou have not included ; butif you mean, that all Officers, and the Clergy of England, have been Taxed
always, or in the Land-Tax Adts, which have pafled in the prefent Reign, in refpect of their Incomes asi.
fing from their Offices and Benefices, we deny it; and you'll find that we have Reafon for denying it, if
you'll look into thefe Afls; nor can we fee any Reafon for an Impofition of an - heavier Tax upon Officers
and Clergymen than upon Lawyers and Phyficians. : o

The Obje@ion we made to the Tax upon Tenants in Dower or by the Curtefy, and other Tenants and
Annuitants for Life, you have, in no Sort, obviated : The Prefomption or Suppofition that the Affeflors will
purfue a different Method in afcertaining the Value of Lands, than that which is éxprefsly prefcribed by
vour Bill, is not to Be admitted ; and to leave Matters to the Incertainty of Suppofition, or not'to prevent
Docbes, becaufe Remedies may be applied after the Inconvenicncies fhall have been felt, when a Bill is
inder Confideration whether it fhould pafs into a Law, would not be atting with that'Prudence and Caution
which ought to be obferved. - : ; :

. Dy your Bill, the Affeffor is to value the Fee Simple as it would fell for in_his Apprehenfion, whatever
might be the actual annual Profit of the Land, of whether it would yield any Profit or not, and: the Affefl-
ment is to be mude upon the legal Pofleflor according to'the Valuation of the Fee Simple, whether his. or
her Eftate may be for Life orin Fee; it is therefore ptain and evident, that as the Tax is not impofed upoft

the actual annual Value, thefe Tenants for Life will pay in"'many Tnftances for that which they have nOt.f
I



