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Mr. Follyiday brought in, 2ad delivered to Mi. Bpeaker, the following Addiefls :
To HIS E X CELLENECY
R O B E R T E D E N, Lsu 1R,

Govirnor and Commander in Chief in and ocer the Province of NamypLanp.

The humble A DD RESS of the Houfe of DELEGATES.

May it pleafe your EXCEL LENCY,

T is extremely difagrecable to us to find ourfelves under a Neceflity of laving before you our
Procecrdings againtt Richard Lee, jun. Sherilf of Charles County.

Your Excellency will find, by the Papers hereunto annexed, which we beg Leave to refer
rou to, that this Houfe did early, in their Seflion, a5 they thought it thewr mdifpenficle
Lutv, take fuch Steps as were in their Power, to cain the fullett and cleareft Information con-
cerming the Faets complained of in the Pectitions of “fohn D:ncaylic and I iiliam Fhright. And
though our Enquiry has been in Part eluded, by the Difobedience of the faid Richard Lee, jun.
to the Order and Procefs of this Houle, we are of Opinion, that the principal adls charged in
the faid Petitions are fupported by the Evidence we have been able to obrain.

“T'he Condition and Size of the Room in which the faid Sheriff confines his Prifoners for
Dobr, the Want of Fire in the fevere Weather of the lait Winter, and the Eftects therecf on
the Hralth of the Prifoners, appear from the Report of our Committee of Gt vances, and the
Depoition of I¥illiam IWyatz Fenthem, taken betore the faid Committee.

The Fadt of tying up and whipping the Petitioner, f8%iiam Iiright, as fet forth in his Peti-
tion, we conceive s fuilicient'y evinced by the Record of the faid Richard Lee’s Convidtion, aad
the Fine imoofed upon him, for that Cffence, in Charles County Court.  Further Evidence, it
was Ihi toe Power of the Sneritt co have enabled us to obtain, for the more clear clucidating, or
refufing the Complaints contained in the faid Petitions 3 and his refufing to do {o, and declining
to a~pear and abide the Enquiry, give us juft Grounds to infer his Confcioufnefs of the Truth
o: -he whole.

When we reflc@ how mu-h in the Power of a Sheriff his Prifoners are, and what Opportuni-
tics he has, from the very Nature of his Office, to opprefs and maletreat them: When we find
our fellow Creatur:s reduced by their Misfortunes to the Anguith of a Jail, expofed to all the
Miteri s «f C.1d and Wer, in the moft inclement Scafon of the Year; and one of them, over
wh :m the Saeriff had no lawful Power but that of confining his Perfon, illegally, cruelly, and
ignominioufly fcourged, by his Order, by the Hand of a Slave; and when upon Complaint
made to tac Delegates of the People, whofe Right and Duty it is to enquirq into, and prefent all
Grievances of a public Nature, we find the Sheriff, refufing to pay Obedience to our Procefs,
and to avoid an Enquiry, not only ablenting himfelf from his County, where, by the Duty of
his Station, he ought atall Times to be found and amenable to Complaints, but even from the
Province ; we hope your Excellency will think us excufable, if we feel and exprefs fome Warmth
of Refentment tow irds Mr. Lee; and under thefe Circumftances we cannot but think it a Juftice
due to the Public that the faid Richard Lee, jun. fhould be removed from his Office of Sheriff of
Ctarles County, s being unworthy of, and unfit for fo unportant a Truft; and we do earneitly
requeft that your Exceilency will be pleafed to remove him.

W hich Addiels he read in his Place, and then dclivered it in at the Table, where it was read,
approved of, and ordered to be engrofled.

[Valter Dulany, Eig; from the Upper Houfe, delivered to Mr. Speaker, the Bill, entitled, An
At for enforcing the Payment of pubiic Money ; endorfed : ¢ By the Upper Houle of Aflembly,
 December 16, 17691 Read the Firlt Time, and ordered to lie on the Table.

w Signed by Order, U. ScorT, Cl. Up. Ho.”
<« By the Upper Houfe of Affembly, December 18, 1769: Read the Second Time, and will
<« pafs, wich the following Amendinent, viz.” After the Word ¢ Commiflioners” in the laft
Line of the Firft Page, infert the following Words, ‘¢ having firft applied for, and obtained his
« Exceliency the Governor’s Approbation.” Signed by Order, U. ScorT, Cl. Up. Ho.

Alfo, a Bill, entitled, .in d:t relating to Replevins 5 endorfed : *¢ By the Upper Houfe ot Al-
< fernbly, December 18, 1769: Keal the Firft and Sccond Time, by an efpecial Order, and
© wi'l pafs. Signed by Order, ‘ U. Scorr, Cl. Up. Ho.”

Which 12t mentioned Bill was read the Firft Time, and ordered to lic on the Table.

Benedif? Calwert, Efq; from the Upper Houle, delivered to Mr. Speaker, the Bill, enrt’
An A8 for the Relisf of certain languifhing Prijoners in the feveral Fasls theren mentioned | ¢
« By the Upper Houle of Affembly, Decsmber 16, 1769 : Read the Firdt Time,
¢ li¢ on the Table. Signed by Order, L. Scer
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