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256 VOTES %np PRUAL DINGS, SEPTEMBER 1770.
Orperep, That Mr. Fobnfon and Mr. Hall do acquaint his Excellency that this Houfe h.
made Choice of a Speaker.
John Ridout and Fohn Beale Bordley, Elquires, from the Upper Houfe, acquaint the Members
of “this Houfe, that the Governor requires them to prefent their Speaker to him.
Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and (with the Members of the Lower Houfe) went to the Upper
Houfe, were he was prefented by the Members of the Lower Houfe to his Excellency.
His Excellency approved the Choice, and made the following Speech

Gentlemen of the Upper and Lower Houfes of Affembly,
AVING Regard to the temperate Seafon of the Year, the ftated Terms of the Courts of

Juttice, and to the Convenience of your private Affairs, I have called you together at
this Time, which, on thofe Confiderations, will, 1 hope, prove agreeable to you.
Gentlemen of the Lower Houfe,

Some Papers concerning Indian Affairs 1 fhall order to be laid before you. Confidering the
peculiar Circumftances of this Country, the Incertainty with Refpeét to the Part the other Co-
lonies might be induced to take in this Bufinefs, and the Manner in.which it was communicated
to me, it did not ftrike me as an Obje&t of fo great Importance as}({o require a particular Meet-
ing of the General Aflembly at a very  nconvenient Seafon, and therefore 1 referved it for your
Deliberation at this Time, to which I now recommend it, and that you will make fuch Pro-
vifions on the Subjeét as you may deem to be expedient ; this Bufinefs remaining yet unfettled,
Commiflioners from one neighbouring Province only having attended at the P%acc and Time
appointed. .

T have the Honour of a Letter from bis Excellency Lord Botetourt, Governor of Virginia,
written at the Requeft of the Houfe of Burgefles of that Dominion, which I fhall alfo order to
be laid before you. His Lordfhip’s carneft Sollicitude, and my Perfuafion of the Propriety and
Utility of the Meafure, call upon me to recommended it to you, in the ftrongeft Manner, to
join the Colony of Virginia, in ereting and fupporting a Light-Houfe on Cape-Henry.  Permi
me to defire alfo your peculiar Attention to the State of our Criminal Law; what Defe&s yo
fhall difcover therein it is in your Power to remedy. I have already experienced the Want of
Precifion on this Head to be productive of very great Inconvenience.

Gentlemen of both Houfes,

Be affured that the Sanétion of my Authority fhall be given, with the utmoft Alacrity and
Satisfa&ion, to all fuch Regulations as your Experience has found to be moft conducive to the
Profperity of the Province, and your Prudence and Regard for the publick Good, fhall adopt

and propofe.
Mr. Speaker (with the reft of the Members) returned to the Lower Houfe, and refumed the

Chair.

OrpERED, That the Governot’s Speech be read, and it was read accordingly.

Mr. Fobn Paca, Mr. Aquila Hall, and Mr. Fehn Matthesws, Members returned for Baltimore
County. Mr. Robert Henly Courts, a Member Jeturned for Charles County ; and Mr. Fojeph Gil-
pin, a Member returned for Cacil County, appeared in the Houfe.

OrDpERED, That Mr. #ard and Mr. Ware, do go with thofe Gentlemen to the Upper Houle
to fee them qualified.  They return, and acquaint Mr. Speaker they faw them qualified in

the ufual M anner.

The Gentlemen took their Seats in the Houfe.

ORpDERED, That Mr. Wright and Mr. Griffith do wait on his Excellency, and inform him,
that this Houfe hath made Choice of Mr. Jobn Duckett to be their Clerk, in the room of Mr.
Turbutt Wright, who has refigned, and to defire his Approbation. They return, and acquaint
Mr. Speaker his Excellency approved the Choice. . |

OrperED, That Mr. Warthington and Mr. Luckett do go with Mr. Duckett to the Upper
Houfe, to fee him qualified as Clerk of this Houfe. They return, and acquaint Mr. Speuker,
they faw Mr. Duckett qualified, by taking the feveral Oaths to the Government required by
Law, fubfcribing the Oath of Abjuration, repeating and figning the Teft, and by taking the
following Oath, viz. You John Duckett do fwear, that as Clerk of the Lower Houfe of Afer-
<< ply, you fhall true Entries make of all fuch Matters and Things, as by the Honourable Speaker, for the
«¢ Time being, and that Honfe fhall be to you divected : The Secrets of the faid Houfe you fhall not divulge
&< 1o the Prejydice of the Houfe or any Member thereof 5 but fhall in all Things, as Clerk to_the faid
¢ Houfe, well and truly demean your[elf according to the beft of your Knowledge : So help you GOD.”

M. James Hellyday, a Member for Qgen‘-‘/!fzne’s County, is in Town fick and unable to attend.

The Houfe appoints Robert Reynolds Door Keeper. :

ORrRDERED, [hat the Clerk of this Houfe do inform Mr. Ghifelin thereof, and requeft him to
qualify faid Reynolds as Door Keeper to the Lower Houfe of Aflembly.

The Houfe adjourns till 111 of the Clock Afternoon.

Poft Meridiem. The Houfe met according to Adjournment.

Mr. Selby, Mr. Purnell and Mr. Wootton appeared in the Houfe.

ORrDERED, That his Excellency’s Speech be read a Second Time ; which was read accordingly.

OrperED, That Mr. Fobnfon, Mr. Tilghman, Mr. 7. Hall, Mr. Ringgold, Mr. Chafe and
Mr. #. Paca, do prepare and bring in an Addrefs to his Excellency, in Anfwer to his Speech.

ResoLvED, That the Hours for fitting for Difpatch of the publick Bufinefs, during this
Seffion, be from Eight o’Clock in the Morning until One o’Clock in the Afternoon.

ORDERED, That Mr. Speaker do iflue his Warrant to the Secretary of this Providce, re-
quiring him to makc out new Wirits of El¢&ion, directed to the Sheridf of Queen-Anne’s Countr




