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2 VOTES axo PROCEEDIN GS, Octosex 1777.

The houfe then ‘proceeded to the choice of a fpeaker, and the honourable Nicholas ‘Thomas,
Efg; was gledted by babloe, o o
& ﬁﬂ%he..shoufe appointed .Mr. Gabriel Duvall clerk. Orberep, That he qualify as fuch, by
taking the feveral oaths required, fubfcribing a declaration of his belief in the chriftian religion,
and by taking an ‘oath, that he will honejtly, fpithfully, and diligently, difcharge the office of
clerk tfo the houfe of delegates of Maryland, and that he will notYifclofe or reveal the fecrets
thereof. -

_Mr. Allen Quypn was appointed fergeant at arms, and Mr. Robert Reynolds door-keeper.
ORrpEeRED, That they qualify as fuch, by taking the feveral oaths required,

The houfe’ appointed My, William Hyde an affiftant clerk. ORDERED, That he be qualified.
. . . Adjourned till 3 o’clc‘:ck. ) |
POST MERIDTIE M.,

The houfe met. Mr. Athanafius Ford, a delegate returned for St: Mary’s county, Mr. Jere-
miah Magrudgr, a delegate returned . for Pr’i‘ncc,—écorge’s county, and Mr. Alexander M¢Pher-
fon, a delegate returned for Charles countys ‘appeared in the houfe, and, after-being duly quali-
fied; they took their feats, LT T o -

ORrDERED, That Mr. Hall and Mr. Forbes. do acquaint his. excellency the governor, that
there are a fufficient number of delegates convened to compofe 2 houfe. They return and ac-
quaint Mr. Speaker they delivered the meffage. :

- A certificate of the clerk’s ‘qualification was produced and filed. ‘ o

ResoLvgp, That for the difpatch of public iguﬁnefs this houfe will fit duriag this feffion from
nine o’clock in thé mothing until three in the afternoon. =~ o ' S

ORrpERED, That a meflage be prepared to the fenate acggainting them therewith.

The following meflage being prepared, was feiit to the fenate by Mr. Ford and Mr. Purnell.

By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, O&ober 31,° 1777.

_May it pleafe your henours, L S o 4
~ TH1S houfe hath appointed from thine o’clock in ‘the morning until three in the afternoon
for its fitting every day during this feffion for the difpatch of public bufinefs. =

o , By order, | . G..DUVALL, cl. ho. del.
. MriSpeaker laid before the houfc a letter from Mr. William Bruff, a delegate returned for
Q_u'eéﬁ-A‘n'ne’s county, and a letter from Mr. Peter Chaille, a delegate returned for Worcefter
county, fignifying a refignation of their feats; which were read. ‘

Certificates.of the qualifications‘of Mr. Hyde, the fergeant at arms, and the door-keeper; were
produced and filed. ) , | |

ORDERED, that the following rules be obferved this fefion: -

1. That no member of the houfe ufe any reviling fpeeches, or name any member by his pro-
per name, but fhall ufe fome other diftinétion, as “ the gentleman who fpoke laft,” or the like.

2. That none fhall deliver his opinion, or fpeak to-any debate, unlefs he fhall ftand up in his
place; and reverently dire& his fpeech to the fpeaker. ' o

3- That no member fpeak above onice on any debate, without leave of the houfe declared by
the {peaker, and if two perfons or more fhall rife up together, the fpeaker thall appeint who fhall
fpeak firft, and no member fhall interrupt any other, undl the gentleman fpeaking hath ended.

4. That no perfon come into the houfe, while the fame is fitting, with fword or other wea-
ﬁ;)nl, upon péfidlty of fuch fine as fhall be impofed on him by the fpeaker, not exceeding twenty

illings. T

5 '%‘hat if any member be abfent at the hours appointed; the fpeaker and tweérity of the mem-
bers having met, accarding to the order for fitting, he fhall be fined according to the difcretion of
:lt]xc fpeaker, not exceeding ten fhillings for any offence, unlefs upon fuch excufe as the fpeaker

all admit. - R | - S -

6. All mildemeanors which fhall happen in the houfe fhall be cenfured or fined in the houfe.

7+ That if any member.of the houfe depart without leaveof the houfe, he fhall forfeit all his
preceding allowance due to him for his attendance this fefion. . L o R

8. That every hill propofed to the houfe fhall e’ read two feveral days before it js fent to the

« .+ -

fenate, and between every reading one day'fhall be intermitted § and that, in that time, the bill-
fhall be laid on the table f¥oi’ the perufal oéy all the members, unlefs on very urgent occafions Mr.
Speaker; with the confent of the houfe, fhafl difpenife -therewith, and then the bill, being read
twice at one fitting, fhall be as fufficient as if read feveral days, when fo entered in the clerk’
jourmal, . . -

Rzsorven, That the reverend Mr. Read be requefted to perform divine fervice in this houfe
every morning during the prefent fefion at a guacter before nine o’clock. R .
On . motion;. ResoLvep, That 2 committee of -ele@ions -and privileges be appolnited to exa-
mine and infpeét the seturns.of ele@ions, and report whether they have been dde agreeable ;0_



